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Publisher & Note
Banner of Truth Trustfrom the1963 reprint of The Mystery pfovidence

On 13th February, 1688amidst the splendour of the Banqueting House at Whitehall an-epoch
making event took place. Prince William and Princess Mary of Orange accepted thefl@rown

the estates of England. They were proclaimed as King and Qilersp in the words of Lord
Macaulay,iiwas consummated the English Revolutiohhroughout the land the following day

was observed as a public thanksgiving for the deliverance of tioa riedm Papacy. Preaching

at this celebration, one of the few surviving Puritan leaders, John Flavel, had occasion to observe
a remarkable coincidence. In 1588 England had experienced a signal deliverance from Roman
Catholicism. The mighty Armada of Spasent to dethrone the Protestant Elizabeth and restore
her people to théold faitho, had been blasted by the winds and waves. A hundred years had
passed, Flavel reminded his hearéiset behold another Eightgight crowned and enriched

with mercies, ndess admirable and glorious than the forménother attempt to subjugate
England to the yoke of Rome had been thwarted bprinadenceof God.

The century spanned by the Spanish Armada and@Gha&ious Revolution was as decisive in

the religious a# the political history of England. The religions of Rome and of the Reformation
were locked in a struggle for national supremacy. 1662 saw the expulsion from the national
Church of the Puritans, those who above all stood for the Reformation principlee of
supremacy of Scripture in the Church. In 1688 the claim of Roman Catholicism to be the religion
of England was, for generations to come, repudiated. This did not mean, however, the triumph of
Puritanism. Indeed, it would be true to say that by 168&tlritan movement was virtually at an

end. Its aims were to a large extent still unrealized. The history of Puritanism is quite
remarkable. As a movement for thorough reform of the Church on the basis of the Word of God,
it was indeed as old as the Refation. But if the Reformation revived preaching, the Puritans
came to stand for preaching of a particular kind. It has been the verdict of competent judges ever
since that, for applying the Word of God to the conscience with power, thoroughness and
unction the Puritans stand alone. Yet it is difficult to define in detail how they differ from
preachers of other ages. It is as difficult to explain how the movement arose, in a short time
producing a host of outstanding preachers, and then, a hundred ysatdater, how this supply

dried up. If we take the view that the Puritan movement was nothing less than an outpouring of
the Holy Spirit upon the Church in England, then it is a signal instance of the principle of divine
working enunciated by our LordiThe wind blows where it liss, andyou hear the soundf it,

but camot tell whee it comes from and wlereit goes...0

This view of the Puritan movement as qaminently Goegiven is borne out by the absence of
anything in the nature of a gradual decline in the caliber of the Puritans. One of the most
noteworthy of the later Puritans, John Flavel of Dartmouth, will beapedison as a practical
writer with any of his predecessors, though by far the greater part of his ministry fell after the
Great Ejection of 1662. His father, Richard Flavel, was minister at Bromsgrove in
Worcestershire, and from all accounts a faithfuvaet of God. His ministry, like many others,

! This date is sometimes given as 1689. Until 1751, 25th March was reckoned as the first day of the legal year;
thereafter 1st January became the official date. Thus what Flavel and his coatéspmalled 13th February,
1688, would, according to our modern style of reckoning, be classed as 1689



was terminated by law in 1662 and he died prematurely of the plague in 1655, after being
imprisoned in Newgate on a charge of sedition. John was the eldest son in a Puritan household
and like many similarly pleed, he was sent to university at what would now be considered an
early age, entering University College, Oxford. The visitation of Oxford ordered by Parliament

in 1647, after the first civil war, and the consequent reorganization of the university &mek pl
almost certainly while Flavel was there. Speaking of his time at Oxford, Flavel regretted that he
had neglected the good of his own soul so much. None the less, in 1650 he was recommended as
assistant to the minister of Diptford, Devon, and so comnaehisdifeds work.

Mr. Walplate, the rector of Diptford, had sought help because of failing health. Consequently his
young assistant was not starved of ministerial duties. Flavel was formally ordained to the
ministry in October 1650. Hearing of an ordioa service at Salisbury, he offered himself there

for examination by the Presbytery and was duly recognized. Though he succeeded Walplate as
rector of Diptford on the lattés death and was comparatively wedlid, Flavel accepted a call to
another spher of service in 1656. The seaport of Dartmouth in Devon could look back upon a
long history. From an early period it was noted for its capacious harbour, and in 1190 had been
the rendezvous of the Crusading Fleet. Coming down to the seventeenth ceniay, ah
important post in the Civil War, captured for the king by Prince Maurice after a siege of four
weeks in 1643 and retained by the Royalists until 1646, when it was taken by General Fairfax. In
1656, Anthony Hartford, minister of Dartmouth, died. Twlourches were associated in the
incumbency, Saint Saviois and Townstall. To Saint Savid@srthe inhabitants chose Allan
Geare, sofin-law of the famous John Canne, pastor of the English church at Amsterdam. As
Hartfordds successor at Townstall churchicang man was designated who had recently presided
with distinction at a provincial synod of the Devonshire churches. That young man was John
Flavel, and so commenced an association with Dartmouth which continued until his death.

Flavels ministry at Damouth might well have been attended by great outward prosperity and
success had it fallen in another era. In fact, like many others, including his own father, he was
ejected by the Act of Uniformity in 1662. This enactment was successful in silencing&tirae
nonconforming ministers. Many, however, considered that their divine commission took
precedence over any mamade laws. Thus Flavel continued to exercise his ministry in
Dartmouth as he was able. Not satisfied with the ejection, the governmemanté<Cll sought to
destroy Dissent altogether. In 1665 the Oxford Act forbade nonconforming ministers to come
within five miles of a town unless they took an oath, including a promise not to endeavour any
alteration in church or state. Some of the nongonists in Devon, notably John Howe, took the
oath. Flavel, however, refused to do so, though this meant leaving his home and flock. Moving to
Slapton, a village which was the prescribed distance from Dartmouth, he was resorted to by
many of his old parisbners, to whom he preached on Sundays. A brief respite for the Puritans
followed upon the Declaration of Indulgence issued by Charles Il in 1672. The king, unknown to
the nation and to Parliament, had entered into an engagement with Louis XIV of France to
establish Roman Catholicism in England, and as a preliminary step, granted liberty of worship to
dissenters, Protestant and Roman Catholic. Flavel took advantage of this liberty and was licensed
as a Congregationalist. Even when, shortly afterwardsnthddence was withdrawn as a result

of parliamentary pressure, he continued to preach in Dartmouth. He preached in private houses
and woods and even held meetings at low water on a rock called Saltstone in Kingsbridge
estuary.



As a leading and active Noonformist, Flavel was often in danger and in 1682 was compelled to
leave Dartmouth for London. In the city he met with other dissenting ministers, notably William
Jenkyn. In September 1684, Jenkyn, Flavel and other friends were gathered for prayer when
sddiers broke in upon them. Jenkyn was arrested and though Flavel managed to escape he was
close enough to hear the sold@rsolence to their captive. He returned to Devon soon after this
experience, refusing an invitation to succeed Jenkyn, who digdsion in January 1685. Flavel

lived to enjoy the liberty given to dissenters by the last Stuart king, James II, and rejoiced in the
bloodless revolution of 1688, which made the English crown Protestant and gave lasting
toleration to nonconformists. Ahis time measures were afoot to settle the differences between
the Presbyterians and Congregationalists. This work was dear to&laealt and he played a
leading role in promoting thBHappy Uniom in Devon. It was while engaged in this work that

he ded suddenly at Exeter in 1691. He was buried at Dartmdb#ing accompanied to his
grave by many dissentésays an unsympathetic witness. It is recorded that in 1709 his epitaph
was removed. The vicar objected to it as being worthy of a bishop.

Evena brief glance at Flavéd history gives some indication of his outstanding character. Of his
influence, Wood, the Royalist historian, observes that he had more disciples than either John
Owen or Richard Baxter. The same writer accused him of plagiasisdition and faction. It
seems, however, that to Wood his great crime was that he did not conform in 1662. One who was
intimately acquainted with him, John Galpine of Totnes, draws attention in his memoir of Flavel
to three characteristics, his diligentes longing for the conversion of souls and his peaceable
and healing spirit. In addition to the incidents recorded in his own writings, there are some
remarkable examples of the effects of Flavehinistry. Luke Short was a farmer in New
England who atiaed his hundredth year in exceptional vigor though without having sought
peace with God. One day as he sat in his fields reflecting upon his long life, he recalled a sermon
he had heard in Dartmouth as a boy before he sailed to America. The horrorgotidgier the

curse of God was impressed upon him as he meditated on the words he had heard so long ago
and he was converted to Christighty-five years after hearing John Flavel preach. Another
remarkable convert was a London gentleman who tried to obtanme plays from a bookshop.

The owner was a godly man and had none in stock but recommendeds-tawatiseOn
Keeping the HeartThe wouldbe reader scorned and threatened to burn the book but took it and
returned in a monts time saying that God haded it to save his soul.

Flavel was a prolific writer and his works, separate and collected, have been republished many
times since the auth@r lifetime. His complete works were republished in 1820 by W. Baynes &
Son in London, making up six volumesltough some of these writings are polemical, the
author confessed that he found this kind of work disagreeable. His preference was for practical
divinity, and it is here that his skill as a physician of souls shines most eminBntige
Conductor the Mystery of providenceOpenedwas first published in 1678 and has passed
through several editions, the most recent being that published by the Sovereign Grace Union in
1935. The present edition differs from the original in two respects. Slight alterations of
vocabulary and punctuation have been made, not to change, but to make clear the original force
and sense of Flaw&l words. Moreover, the treatise has been freshly subdivided and given new
chapter headings. These are divisions which arise naturally dbé @futhods treatment of his
subject. Thus, for all practical purposes, the matter of Fiaweadrk is unchanged, while the style



of presentation has been altered slightly to help modern readers. This may have diminished the
academic historical value ¢tis edition, but it is hoped that it has greatly increased its spiritual
usefulness to this generation.

Yet even granting the timeless spiritual value of John Flavel as a writer, some friends will deem
it unwise to introduce him to the Christian pubiivough his work orprovidence Surely it

would be better to let an old writer speak on a subject that is not peculiar to his own era! Why
not see what Flavel had to say on personal evangelism, on guidance or on the way to achieve
peace and victory in th€hristian life? These, without doubt, are the themes which popular
preachers in our own day chiefly dwell upon. These are the topics about which most Christians
wish to read. Why should we not, then, find out whether the Puritans really can help us on the
burning issues of the day? In answer to this, there is no doubt that Flavel and his colleagues gave
advice in these matters. But their whole approach was in marked contrast to that to which we are
accustomed. Our modern piety, when it deals with spirfiualblems, tends to be se&éntered

and subjectivefiHow can | find peace? How can | be victorious and effective? How can | be
guided® If we know the answers to these questions, it is often felt, nothing more can be asked of
us. Within the terms of suchnaoutlook, little time and attention can be spared for the
consideration of such an apparently theoretical subject asrdivedenceof God. It may even
provoke some impatience. In view of the demands of modern life, is it really necessary for us to
spendime reading a lengthy treatment of what is not a priority?

Flavelts approach to the subjectmfovidencecuts clean across our modern criticisms. He insists
from the outset that it is the duty of believers to observe all the performances & God
providencefor them, especially when they are in difficulties. Clearly, this conviction is not
shared by the maijity of evangelical Christians in the present day. It is not our custom nor is it
regarded as a mark of spiritual keenness to seek to discover and meditate upon the work of
providencen all that happens to us. Two reasons for this may be suggestedrigirfgtremost,

the Puritans had a lively sense of the sovereignty of God and it is just this that, speaking
generally, we lack today. Many Christians reject it intellectually as repugnant to free will and
their understanding of the love of God. When the§eswa setback in their personal affairs or in

the work of the gospel, it is ascribed wholly to the Devil or to failure in themselvglfid the
conditionso They feel a sense of personal frustration and may even believe that God Himself has
been frugrated. Their only hope of success is to intensify their spiritual exercises. Prayer on this
basis is not so much a plea to Omnipotence as the throwing @fwagght into the scale on the

side of God. Even those who profess to accept without questidrutheof divine sovereignty

are not infrequently guilty of practical unbelief. Glibly to assert fiafitthings work together for

good tothose whdove God is relatively easy, but to believe this when our circumstances are
distasteful and appear likeljo deteriorate is evidence of a spiritual apprehension of the
sovereignty of God. Yet we cannot truly recognize and improve the workimgyswéflenceuntil

we learn from the Scriptures that God performs all things for us.

A second reason may be suggeésivhy we do not meditate on theovidenceof God; it is that

we have a deep distaste for meditation. This is not a matter of temperament. The recluse or
introvert has no advantage over the active, busy Christian. True meditation is a work to which we
are all naturally indisposed, but it is one to which the Holy Spirit prompts those whom He



indwells, those who have trusted Christ. To the work of meditation ppmndence believers
must apply themselves; but first they must recognize it as a duty anctamdiewhat it involves.

When John Flavel writes of therovidenceof God, hedoes notsimply deliver a lecture. He
writes in a thrilling way out of a full heart. He knows from Church history and from his own
experience of the works of God on behalf of His people. Above all, he knows the Word of God
intimately and he knows how to apply itek$hows how the hand of God may be discerned in
our personal affairs, avoiding the extravagances of mysticism as well as the skepticism of
unbelief. His treatise is calculated to abase man and exalt God, and yet to kindle faith and
adoration in the hearf every child of God.

To learn of theprovidenceof God under the tuition of John Flavel will bring Christian believers
into a sphere they never reckoned with before. It will also, we are confident shed light on the
great concerns of presetidy evangetials. How may we live a consecrated and victorious life?
Let us first realize thagverythingdoes notdepend on us. Let us see what God has done and is
doing for our spiritual good. Then we may seek to work out what He is working in us. And what
of guidarce? Let us learn that, in an ultimate sense, we can neVeutsde of the will of God

T Flavel would teach us that G@dwill for us is our duty to be found in His Word. Moreover we
should have a right attitude to all circumstances, even the mossad¥nally, our Christian
witness will not be crippled, as many fear, but quickened by a right apprehension of the
sovereignty of God. What a great God is ours, greater than we ever thought when we first trusted
Him for salvation! How futile for men andamen to fight against Him! If Christians showed at

all times by their demeanor that they had a living faith in the God of the Scriptures, they would
be better placed to commend to an unbelieving world their God and His power to save.

Michael Boland

February, 1963



DIVINE CONDUCT:

OR, THE
MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE,

Opened in a Treatise upon Psa 57.2.

THE EPISTLE DEDICATORY.

To the Right Honourabl&/iLLiam , Duke of Bedford, LordRusseL of Thornehaugh, and Knight
of the Most Noble Ordeof the Garter.

My Lord,

IT was a weighty and savoury spetuatich a pious pen oncgaved from your lordshé lips,
that you accounted the prayesGodG ministers ad people the best walls aboutuwdouse.
He that so accounts, doubtless understands that prayer sngay&lence Isa. 45.11. And
providenceso engaged is the surastinition, Johl.10.

Many great men enclose their dwelling with a higdil; butthe foundation (as the wisest of men
observes) is laid in their oweonceits, Provl8.11. yes, in sin; and crying sin too, Hab12. Of
such walls we may say, as theacle saidto Phocag,filf the building emulatethe skies, yet sin
being at the bottom, all will totter.

It is a fondvanity, to think of ensuring a destiny that can contr@ stars, and endure the
assaults of fortune (as they lovesjpeak) whileprovidenceis not engaged for them; no, not so
muchas by a bare acknowledgment.

My Lord, it is not the vast bulk of an e$¢, nor the best humaecurity in the world, but the
vigilant care of Divingorovidencethat guards both it and its owners from the stroke of tuis.
the fear of Godwithin us, and th@rovidenceof God roundabout us, which makes the firm and
solid basis of all sanctified andurable prosperity. It is beyond debate that therepioaidence
of God always enfolding those in everlasting arms, betr his image. The impress of that
image upon you, and tlembiaces of those arms aboutuwyavill advarce you higher, andecure
you better than your noble birth or estate could ever do.

My Lord, providencehasmolded youe meliori Itto,® madeyou both the offspring and head of
an illustrious family, plantegou in a rich and pleasant soil, caused maalla branches to
spring from youdrawnyour life even to old age, through the deligatsl honours of this world.
And now, that you have trieall those things that make the fairest pretensions to happwlest,

1 Mr. Isaac AmbroseEpistle to hisdJltima.
2 Flavius Phocas AugustiisByzantine Emperor (602 to 610).
3 Latin (roughly)out of the best clay.



have you found in all these paintdmbauties and false glossirexcellences, which have
successively courted y8WWhich ofthem all can you pronounce desirafide yourself?Which
can you calbbjectum par amofi* What is it to have the flesh indulgetie sense gratified, and
the fancy tickled?? What have you found ifioods and drinks, in stately houses and pleasant
gardens, in gold and silven honour and applause, to match the appetite of your neblg?
Surely, My Lord) to turn from them all with a generodssdain, as one that kms where to find
better entertainment, imuch more nble than towholly immerse and lose our spirits those
sensual fruitions as many dalas!too many in our days!

We havefallen into the dregs of time; sensuality runs everywhete atheism.Providentia
peperit divitias, sedilia devoravit matrent The largesses gfrovidencehave so blinded, and
perfectlystupefiedthe minds of some, that thegknowledgeneithera providencenor aGod, as
Plutarch replied to Colotes the Epicuréan.

But, blessed be God, there is a sincere part, both oioilesandcommon®f England, which
this gangrenéasnot yet touched,and, | hope, never shall.

My Lord, It is both your honour and interest tothe entire and devoted servantmbvidence It

wasonce the wish of a good mamptarem id me esse Deo, quod est mianusmea* This is
the most noble and divine life that can belive and act in this wédt upon eternal designso

look uponourselves and what we have as things devoted to God; rim¢ twntento have
providenceserveus (for it serveseven thosevho understand nothing of jtput to studyhow we

may serveprovidence and be instrumentah its handfor the good of manyThis is to be truly
honourableQuomagisquis Deo vivit, eo evadit nobilior clarior, divinidr

How much Gocdchashonoured you in this respect, the wowdl understand better, when your
Lordshipis gathered toyour fathers, angou sleep in the dusthen he that praisecannotbe
suspected of flatterynor he that is praised, be moved with vglory: But the approbation of
God is infinitely better thathe most glorious name among men, before or after death.

And, just as it is mosthonourable toserve so you will find it mostcomfortingto observethe
ways of God in higrovidence to compose ourselves to think of the conductpodvidence
throughall the stagesof life we havepassedTo note the resultsf its profound wisdom, the
effects of its tender care, the distinguishingts of its special bountyfo mark howprovidencs
have gone along step by step with phhemises and both with g, until they have now brought us
near to our everlasting rest. Gtow delectablehow transporting are such meditations as these

My Lord, It is the design of thimmanua) to assert thbeingandefficacyof providenceagainst the
atheism of the times, and tesglay the wisdom and care of th@ovidenceof God in all the
concernsof that people who are really his. It is probable, if your lordstiipstoop to such a
vulgar composure, somiat of a grateful relishmay occur to your pious mind. | confess, it is

1 Theobject of your affections?

2 providencebrought wealth, but the daughter devoured the mother.

3 Adversus Colotem

41 could wish | were to God, vetmy own hands to me.

5 The more any lieto God, themore noble, illustrious and divine thégcome.
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not accommodatee@jther in exactness of method, or elegance of style, to gthéfguriousand
yet itis notdestitute of what may please and prdifg trulygraced

Should | here recite the pleasures and advantages resulting fromble and heedfeyeing of
the methods gbrovidenceit would look more like dookin anepistle than arepistlein abook
One taste of spiritual sense will satisfy you better than all the acaleatgiptions and high
encomiumsthat the most elegant pean bestw upon it.

My Lord, It is not that eminent station that some persons rétaigivil respects) above the
vulgar, that will enable them to penetréte mysteries, and relish the sweetnesgrotidence
betterthan others(for, doubtless, many that live immediately ugmovidencefor daily bread,
therebygain a nearer acquaintaneéh it, than thosevhose ouwvard enjoyments flow to them in
a moreplentiful and stated coursdjut those that excel in grace and experietiutgse that walk
and converse with God, in all his dispensatisards theni these are the persons who are
most fully andimmediately capable of these high pleasures of the ChristiaThiedaily flow
and increasef whichin your lordshigs noble pesonand family, is the hearty desire of,

Your Lordshidgs most
Humble Servant,

JOHNFLAVEL.
From my Study,
at Dartmouth,
Aug. 10, 1677.

L A formal expression of praise.



THE

EPISTLE TO THE READER.

To the ingenuous Reade thoseespecially who are theeedful
OBSERVERS OF THRNVAYS OF PROVIDENCE

Reader,

THERE are two way$y whichthe blessed God condesceridsmanifest himself to merhis
word, and hisworks Of thewritten word we must say, No words like these were ever writte
since the beginning of time, which can (as one spg#dke lifeand root in thesoul; indeedit
does thisas really as the seed e®in the ground and they are fitted to be engrafd and
naturalized there, so &® coalition in nature can be morakéhan this, Jamek21. Thisis the
most transcendent and glorious medium of manifestai®ad hasmagnified his word above all
his name&) Psal.1382 2

However, the manifestation of God by his works, whethareationor providence havetheir
value and gloryBut the primeglory and excellency of higrovidentialworks consist in this, that
they are the very fulfillings and reatcomplshments of his writteword. By a wise and heedful
attendancéo this,we mightlearn that excellent grwhich is(not unfitly called by somscientia
architectonica an art toclarify the mysterious occurrences mfovidence by reducing them to
the written word, and the lodgethem as effectsf their propercauses And, doubtless, this is
oneof the raest essays men could pursue agaatiseism to shov not only how providencs
concur in a most obvious tendency to confthis great conclusionyourword is truth but how
it sometimesalso extorts the confession of @od and the truth of hisvord, from those very
tongues which have boldly denied AEschyles the Persidmelating their discomfiture by the
Grecianarmy, makes this notable observation

fiwhen the Greciariorces hotly pursued udhé sayy and wemust ventureover he geat water,
Strymon, which wasthen frozen, but beginning thaw, when a hundred to one weuld all have
died for it with my eyes | then saw many of those gallants whom | had heard k=dobeldly
maintain, there was no God, every one upon thades, with eyes a@nhands lifted up, begging hard
for help andmercy, and entreating that the ice might hold until theyoget 0

providencehasforced the verenemies of God to setany thousanslof sealsto his truth, which
greatly tends to our confirmatian it; but especially to see how theord and providencs of
God enlighten each otheand how the scripturesontain all those events, both great and small,
which are disposely providencein their seasonsAnd how rot only the promises ahe word
are in general faithfully fulfilled to the churchin all her exigencies and distresses, but in
particular, to everymember of it They are all furnished byprovidencewith multitudes of
experiences to this use and end. O how useful sbsérvationsre

IMr. T. C. in his Isagogue.
2 fiFor you have exalted above all things your name and your v@tsla 138:ZSY)
3 /Eschyles in Tragoed



And as the profit and use, so the delight and pleasure resfitting the observations of
providencs, are exceeding gredt.will doubtless be a part of our entertainmenhé&avento
view with transporting delight how the designs and methogte Vaidto bring ushere:And what
will be a part of our blessednesshaeaven may welbe allowed tobe a prime ingredienin our
heaven upon earth. To search for pleasure among the due obsemftiongdences to search
for water in the ocearor providencenot only ultimately desigsito bring you to heaveiut (as
intermediateo tha) to bring (by this means) much leéaven into your souls the waythere

How great a pleasurei to discern how the most wise Godpividentially steering all tthe
port of his own praise and his peagl@appinesswhile the whole world is busily employed in
managinghe sails and tugging at the oars with a quite opposite das@jpurposeTo see how
promotehis design byopposingit, and fulfill his will by resistingit, enlarge his church by
scatteringit, and make their rest come more sWeéd their souls by makintheir condition so
restless in the world. This is pleasanbtmserve in generaBut to record and note its particular
designsupon ourselveswith what profound wisdom, infinite tenderneasdincessant vigilance
it hasmanaged all that concerns us fréimt to last is ravishing and transporting.

O what a history wemight compile of ourown experienceswhile we tracewith melting heart
the footsteps oprovidenceall along the way ihasled us to this dayand set our remarks upon
its more eminent performances for us in the several stages lofeslir

Here it prevented and there itdelivered. Here itdirected andthere itcorrected In this it
grieved and in that itrelieved Herewas thepoison and there thentidote This providence
raiseda dismal cloud, and thagirovidencedispelledit again. Thisnarrowed and thatwidened
Here awant, and there aupply This relationwithered, and thatsprung upin its place Words
cannot express thhigh delights and gratificationshat a graed heart may find in such
employment as this.

O what a world b rarities are to be found iprovidencé The blind, heedless world makes
nothing of themThey cannot findnesweetbit, where agracedsoul would makerich feastof
it. Plutarchrelates very exactly, how Timoleon was miraculously delivéreah the conspiracy
of two murderersThey meta certain persoim thenick of timewho, to revenge the death loik
father, killed one of thepjust as théwo were ready to give Timoledhe fatal blow though he
knew nothing of théusinessand so Timoleorscaped the danger. And widat youthink this
wonderful workof providenceyieldedthe personrelaing the stor Why, though he wasne of
the most learned and ingenious among the Heathen Salfjdee made of it was thisThe
spectators (heayd wordered greatly at the artifice and contrivance whiohtuneuses This is
all he could see in it. Had a spiritual and wiSkristiandonethe dissecting andndyzing of
such a work ofprovidence what glory it would have vyielded to GddWhat comfort and
encouragemerid the soul The bee makes a sweeter mefabnesingleflower, than the oxloes
of the whole meadow where theaundsof them grow.

O reader if your heartis spiritual andwell-stocked withexpeience, ifyou haverecorded the
ways ofprovidencetowardsyou, and wil but allowyourselftime to reflect upon thepwhat a

1 Originally, a Agraciousheard i a persorthat has received Géslgrace figraced has been substituted throughout
this work so it is clear that this is a work of God, and not an inherent condition of the heart (Eze 11.19).
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life of pleasure mayou live! Whata heaven upon earth thisy lead youinto! | will not here
tell you what | have mewith in this path, lest it seesd to savour of too much vanityion est
religio ubi omnia patent There are some delights ardjoyments in the Christian life, which
are, and must be encloseBut try it yourself, taste and see, aryu will need no other
inducementyour own experience will be the most powerful orattrypersuadgou to the study
and search oprovidence

Histories are usually read with deligl@nce the fancys caught a mandoes noknow how to
disengage himself from it.dm greatly mistaken if the history of our own lives, if it were well
drawn up and distinctly perused, would not berttostpleasant historyve everread.

The ensuing treatise is an essay to that purpose, in wbichvill find some remarks set upon
providencen its passage throughe several stages of our lives. Butider, onlyyou areable to
compile the history oprovidencefor yourself, because thememorialsthat furnish it are only in
your own hands. However, heg®u may find a pattern, and general rules to digemi in that
great and difficult work which is theery end and design diis manual.

| have not had much regafor the dress and ornament initnich this discourse is to go abroad,
for | am debtor both to thstrong and weak, theise andfoolish And in all my observation,
have not found that Gobdas ever made much use daboredperiods, rhetorical flowers and
elegances, to improve the power wdligion in the world Indeed | have observed how
providencehas sometimes rebuked good men when they haverly affected those pedantic
fooleriesupon other subjectsn withdrawing fromthem its usual aids, and exposing them to
shame And much morenay it do so wheprovidencatself is the subject.

Reader, ifyour stomachis nice andsqueasigand nothingelishesyou but what is spruak up
and elegant, there astores of such composures the worldupon whichyou may indulgeyour
curious fancy Meantime, somevill be foundthat will bless God for whatou despise, and make
many asweet meabf whatyou loathe
| will add no more, but my hearty prayers thatvidencewill direct this treatise to such hands in
such seasons, and so bless pmdper its design, that God may have glgoy may have
benefit,andl myselfhavecomfort in the success it, whoam,

Yoursand the churadls servant.

In the hand ofprovidence

JOHN FLAVEL.

Lt is not a religionwhere all is apparent.



Author & Introduction

| will cry unto Godmosthigh; unto Godthat perforns all thingsfor me(Psa57:2)

The greatnesof God is a glorious and unsearchablenystery. fiFor the LORD most high is
terrible; heis agreatking overall theearthd (Psa47:2). The condescensioaf the mosthigh God
to menis alsoa profoundmystery.fiThoughthe LORD is high, yet he regardsthe lowlyo (Psa
138:6).But whenthesebothmeettogetherastheydoin this Scripture they makeup amatchless
mystery.Herewe find the mosthigh God performingall thingsfor a poordistressedareature.

It is the greatsupportandsolaceof the saintsin all the distresseshatbefall themhere,thatthere
is awise Spirit sitting in all thewheelsof motion,andgoverningthe mosteccentriccreaturesand
their mostperniciousdesigngo blessecandhappyoutcomesindeedjt would not beworthwhile
to live in aworld devoidof Godandprovidence

How deeplywe are concernedn this matterwill appearby that greatinstancewhich Psalm57
presentaiswith. It wascomposedasthetitle notes,by David whenhe hid himselffrom Saulin
thecave.lt is inscribedwith a doubletitle:! Al-taschith,Michtamof David. fiAltaschithd refersto
the scopeandfiMichtamo to the dignity of the subjectmatter.

Theformer signifiesAidestroynot,0 or flet therebe no slaughted andit may eitherreferto Saul
concerningvhom he gavechargeto his servantqot to destroyhim; or rather,it hasreferenceo
God, to whomin this greatexigencyDavid pouredo ut his soulin this passionatejaculation:
AAltaschithp Aidestroynot.o

The latter title fiMichtanmd signifies fia goldenornament) and so it is suitedto the choiceand
excellentmatter of the Psalm, which much more deservessuch a title than do Pythagora8
GoldenVerses.

Threethings are remarkablein the former part of the Psalm:(1) his extremedanger;(2) his
earnestaddressto God in that extremity; and (3) the argumentshe pleadswith God in that
address.

1. His extremedangeris expressedn boththe title andthe body of the psalm.Thetitle tells us
this psalmwas composedy him whenhe hid himselffrom Saulin the cave? This cavewasin
the wildernessof Engediamongthe brokenrocks wherethe wild goatslived, an obscureand
desolatéhole; yet eventherethe envy of Saulpursuedhim (1Sam24:1,2). And now hethathad
beenso long huntedlike a partridgeupon the mountainsseemsto be enclosedn the net. His

1 Al taschith signifiesdo not destroy, referring, 1 . Either to Saul, whom Dakeébt his servants from destroying,
though they would have had him to have leim off. Or, 2. It may refer to David himself, destroy not (me), O
God, Gerius on the placeMichtamsignifies a golden orament, or golden song, fromHebrew wordvhich
signifies choice gold, to which this precious psalm may be compéred.

2 But when he saw the place where he was hiding himself surrounde8anitk army, and that there seemed to be
no way of escape,ennow likewise fleego God for relief, which he had always done formerly in the like
dangersMoh. on the place



enemiesvereoutsidethe cave,from which therewasno otheroutlet. Then Saulhimselfentered
the mouthof this cave,in the sidesandcreeksof which David andhis menlay hidden,andthey
actuallysawhim. Judgeto how greatan extremityandto whata desperatetatethingswerenow

brought.Well might he say:iiMy soulis amonglions, and| lie evenamongthose whaareseton

fireo (versed). Whathopenow remained?hatbutimmediatedestructiorcould be expected?

2. Yet this does noftfrighten him out of his faith and duty, but betweenthe jaws of deathhe
prays, and earnestlyaddressesiimself to God for mercy: iBe merciful unto me, O God, be
merciful untomeo (versel). This excellentpsalmwascomposd by him whentherewasenough
to discomposehe bestmanin the world. The repetitionnotesboth the extremity of the danger
and the ardencyof the supplicant. Mercy, mercy, nothing but mercy, exerting itself in an
extraordinaryway, cannow savehim from ruin.

3. Theargumentsiepleadsior obtainingmercyin this distressareconsiderable.

(1) He pleadshis relianceupon God as an argumentto move mercy. fiBe merciful unto me O
God, be merciful unto me, for my soultruss in you, indeed in the shadowof your wings | will

makemy refuge,until thesecalamitieshavepased by (versel). His trustand dependencen
God thoughit is notanargumenin respecto the dignity of theact, yetit is soin respecto the
natureof the object a compassionat&od, who will not exposeany who take shelterunderHis
wings; alsoin respecto the promiseby which protectionis assuredo those whdly to Him for
sanctuaryfiYou will keephim in perfectpeacewhosemind is stayedon you, becausée trusts
in youo (Isaiah26:3). Thushe encouragesimselffrom the consideratiorof that God in whom
hetrusts.

(2) He pleadsformer experiencesf His helpin pastdistressesisan argumengncouragindiope
underthe presentstrait: il will cry unto God mosthigh, unto God who perforns all things for
meo (verse2).

In thesewordsl shallconsidertwo things:
1. Theduty resolvedupon.
2. Theencouragemerib thatresolution.

1. Theduty resolvedupon:fil will cry untoGodo Crying unto Godis anexpressiorthatdenotes
not only prayer,but intenseandferventprayer.To cry is to prayin a holy passionandsuchare
usuallyspeedingrayers(Psal8:6 Heb5:7).

2. Theencouragements this resolutionaretwofold:
(1) objectivei takenfrom thesovereigntyof Godand
(2) subjectiva takenfrom theexperiencdne hadof His providence

(2). The sovereigntyof God: fil will cry unto God most high.0 Upon this he exerciseshis

faith in extrene danger.Saulis high, but God is the mosthigh, andwithout His permission
heis assuredsaulcannottouchhim. He hadnoneto help,andif he had,he knew God must
first helpthe helpers or they cannothelp him. He hadno meansof defenceor escapéefore
him, butthe Most High is not limited by meansThis is asingularpropto faith (Psa59:9).



(2). The previousexperienceof His providence fiUnto God that perforns all thingsfor meo
Theword which we translatefiperfornsd comesfrom a root thatsignifiesbothto perfect and
to desistor ceaseFFor whena businesss performedandperfectedthe agentthenceasesand
desistsfrom working. To sucha happyoutcomethe Lord hasbroughtall his doubtful and
difficult mattersbefore;andthis giveshim encouragemerthat He will still be gracious,and
perfectthat which concernshim now, as he speaks:fiThe LORD will perfectthat which
conceris meo (Psal38:8)

The SeptuagintrendersPsalm57:2, iThe one who profits or benefitsmeo And it is a certain
truth that all the resultsandissuesof providenceare profitable and beneficialto the saints.But
the supplementn our translationconveyswell the senseof the text: fiwho perforns all thingso
And it involvesthe moststrict and propernotion of providence which is nothing elsebut the
performanceof Gods graciouspurposesand promisesto His people.And thereforeVatabulus
andMuis? supplyandfill up the spacdeft by the concisenessf the original with fiwhich he has
promised) thus:fil will cry unto God mosthigh; unto Godthatperfornms thethingswhich he has
promisedd Paymentis the performanceof promises.Gracemakesthe promise,and providence
makesthe payment.

Piscatof fills it thus: funto God that perforns his kindnessand mercyo But still it supposeshe
mercyperformedis containedn the promise.Mercy is sweetin the promise,and muchmoreso
in the providentialperformanceof it to us.

Castalids® supplementcomesnearerto ours: fil will cry unto God most high, unto God, the
transactorof my affairs 0 But our English,makingout the senseby a universalparticle,is most
agreeabldo the scopeof the text. For it can onlybe a greatencouragemertb his faith, that God
hadtransactedll things or performedall thingsfor him. This providencethat neverfailed him
in any of the straitsthat everhe metwith (andhis life wasa life of many straits)he might well
hopewould notfail him now, thoughthis would beanextraordinaryandmatchles®one.

Let usthenbring our thoughtsa little closerto this Scripture,andit will give usafair andlovely
prospecbf providencein its 1. universal 2. effectual,3. beneficialand4. encouragingnfluence
upontheaffairsandconcernsf the saints.

1. The expressionmportsthe universalinterestandinfluenceof providencein anduponall the
concernandinterestof the saints.It not only hasits handin this or that,butin all thatconcerns
them.It hasits eyeuponeverythingthatrelatesto themthroughoutheir lives, from first to last.
Not only the greatand moreimportant,but the mostminuteandordinary affairs of our lives are

1 Biblical commentators. Vatabulus was a distinguished Professor of Hebrew at Paris during the Renaissance, for
whom the Jews had a higkgard.

2 JohnPiscator German theologian (1548626). He inclined toward Lutheranism at first, then Calvinism,|asttly
embraced Arminian modifications of Calvinism (as Wesley did) regarding original sin, grace, and
predestination.

3 Sebastian Castalio, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew scholar {15@3). Calvin procured a regégiplace for him in the
college ofGeneva.He was érced to quit because diis peculiar opinions concernirgolomoris song and
Chrisits descent into helCalvin and Bezain fact, disliked his translations Castali@s notes on Romans were
condemned by the church of Basil because they opposed predestaradi efficacious grace.
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transactedand managedby it. It touchesall things that touch us, whether more nearly or
remotely.

2. Thetextdisplaysthe efficacyof providentialinfluences Providencenot only undertakesbut
perfectswhatconcernais. It goesthroughwith its designsandaccomplishesvhatit begins.No
difficulty soobstrucsit, nocrossaccidentalls in its way, thatit does notarly its design
throughit. Its motionsarcirresistibleanduncontrollableHe performsit for us.

3. And (which is sweetto consider)all its productsand outcomesare exceedinglybeneficialto

thesaints.It performsall thingsfor them.lt is true thatwe often prejudgeits works, andunjustly
censurdts designsandin manyof our straitsandtroubleswe say:iAll thesethingsareagainst
usy, ©en 4235yt indeedprovidenceneitherdoesnor cando anythingthatis really againstthe true
interestandgoodof the saints.For what arethe works of providencebut the executionof Godés

decreeandthe fulfilling of His Word? And therecanbe no morein providencethanis in them.
Now, in Godis purposesandpromisesthereis nothingbut goodtowardthe saints andtherefore,
whateverprovidencedoesconcerninghem, it mustbe (asthe text say9 fithe performanceof all

thingsfor themo

4. And if so,thenhow cheering,supportingand encouragingthe consideratiorof thesethings
mustbein a day of distressandtrouble! Whatlife andhopeit will inspireour heartsandprayers
with whengreatpressuresie uponus! It hadsucha cheeringinfluenceuponthe Psalmistat this
time, when his stateof affairs was, to the eye of senseandreason forlorn and desperatethere
washbut a hairés breadth(aswe say)betweerhim andruin.

A potent enragedandimplacableenemyhaddriven him into the hole of arock, andhadcome
after him into that hole. Yet while his soulis now amonglions, while helies in a crannyof the
rock, expectingeverymomentto be drawnout to death the reflectionshe haduponthe gracious
performance®f the Most High for him, from the beginningto thatmoment,supporthis souland
breathehopeandlife into his prayers:il will cry unto God mosthigh, unto Godthatperforns all

thingsfor meo

What amountsrbm all you haveis this doctrinal conclusion

It is the duty of the saints,especiallyin timesof straits, to reflectuponthe performances
of providencdor themin all the statesandthroughall the stagesof their lives.

The Church,in all the works of mercy,ownsthe handof God AiLORD, you alsohaveworkedall
our worksin (or for) usd (Isaiah26:12) And still it hasbeenthe piousand constantpracticeof
the saintsin all generationsto preservethe memory of the more famous and remarkable
providencs that havebefallenthemin their timesasa precioustreasurefilf you area Christian
indeed,l know you have, if notin your book, yet certainlyin your heart,a greatmany precious
favourson record;the very remembrancandrecalling of themis sweet;how muchmore sweet
wasthe actualenjoyment®' Thus Moses,by divine direction, wrote a memorialof that victory
obtainedover Amalek as the fruit and effect of prayer and he built there an altar with this
inscription, Jehovahnissi fiThe LORD my banneoé (Exo 17:14,15). Thus Mordecaiand Esther

! FromRichardBaxteis SaintdEverlasting Resthap. 11, Practical Works (London, 1838), vol. 3, p. 323.
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took all careto perpetuatehe memoryof that signal deliverancefrom the plot of Haman,by

ordainingthe feastof Purimasananniversaryihroughoutverygenerationgveryfamily, every
province,andeverycity; thatthesedaysof Purim shouldnot fail from amongthe Jews,nor the
memorial of them perish from their seed (Esther9:28) To this end you find the Psalm
inscripted fito bring to remembranag (Psa70, title). You find parentsgiving suitablenamesto

their children,so that everytime they looked at themthey might refreshthar memoryof Gods

mercies(1Sam1:20) You find the very placeswhereeminentprovidence haveappearedgiven
a new name,for no otherreasonthanto perpetuatehe memorial of thosesweetprovidencs

which so refreshedthem there. Thus Bethel receivedits name(Gen 28:19. And that well of

waterwhereHagarwas seasonablyefreshedoy the angelin her distresswascalled Beerlaha

roi: fithewell of him thatlivesandlooks on med (Gen16:14) Indeed the saintshavegiven,and
God hasassumedor Himself, new titles for this very scoreand account;Abrahands Jehovah

jireh ©en 22184 gand Gideords Jehovakshalom’ 5?*were ascribedto Him for this reason And

sometimesyou find the Lord stylesHimself iiThe God that brought Abrahamfrom Ur of the
Chaldeeg ©°" 7 or fiThe LORD God that broughtthem out of Egyp®d ’%° € or again fiThe
LORD that gatheredthem out of the north country;’®" 8 reminding them of the gracious
providence whichin all thoseplacesHe hadworkedfor them.

Now thereis atwofold reflectionuponthe providentialworksof God

1. Oneis entireandfull, in its whole complexandperfectsystem.This blessedsightis reserved
for the perfectstate.lt is in that mount of God where we shall see both the wildernessand

Canaanthe gloriouskingdominto which we are come,andthe way throughwhich we wereled

into it. Therethe saintsshall havea ravishingview of it in its entirety,and every part shall be

distinctly discernedasit hadits particularuse,andasit wasconnectedvith the otherparts,and

how effectuallyandorderly they all workedto bring aboutthatblessedlesignof their salvation,
accordingto the promise:fAAnd we know that all things work togetherfor goodto those who
love God, to thosewho arethe calledaccordingto his purpos@ (Rom8:28). Forit is certain that
no ship at sea keepsmore exactly by the compasswhich directsits course,than providence
keepsby thatpromisewhichis its Cynosure? andPolestar?

2. The othersightis partial andimperfectwhich we haveon the way to glory, during which we
only view it in its singleacts,or atmost,in somebranchesandmoreobservableseriesof actions.

Betweenthesetwo is the samedifference as betweenthe sight of the disjointed wheelsand
scatteredpins of a watch, andthe sight of the whole unitedin one frame and working in one
orderly motion; or betweenan ignorant spectatorwho views somemore observablevesselor
joint of adissectedody,andthe accurateanatomisiwwho discernghe courseof all theveinsand
arteriesof the body as he follows the variousbranchesf themthroughthe whole, and plainly
seegheproperplace figure, anduseof eachwith their mutualrelation to oneanother.

1 Signal notably outof the ordinary.

2That is, it is akin to keeping course at sea by the major &gn@surg(Ursa Minor) andPolestar(North Star).

3 dVhen the records of eternity shall be exposed to view, all the counsels and results of that profound wisdom looked
into; how will it transprt when it shall be discerne&ehold, thus were the designs laid: here were the apt
junctures and admirable dependencies of things, which, when acted upon the stage of time, seemed so perplexed
and intricatedJohnHowe, Blessedness of the Righteptiss. 5, Whole Works (London, 1822), John Hunt, ed.,
vol. 3, p. 6465.
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O how ravishingand delectablea sight it will be to beholdin one view the whole designof
providence andthe properplaceanduseof everysingleact which we could not understandn
this world! What Christ saidto Peteris asapplicableto someprovidencs in which we arenow
concernedasit wasto that particularaction: iwhat | do, you do notknow now; but you will

know hereafted (John13:7). All the dark, intricate, puzzling providence at which we were
sometimesso offended, and sometimesamazed,which we could neither reconcile with the
promisenor with eachother,no, which we so unjustly censuredandbitterly bewailed,asif they
hadfallen out quite againstour happinessye shall thenseethat they ardo us asthe difficult

passagéhroughthewildernesswvasto Israel,fitheright way to a city of habitatioro (Psal07:7)

And though our presentviews and reflectionsupon providenceare so short and imperfectin
comparisorto thosein heavenyet suchasit is underall its presentlisadvantagest hassomuch
excellenceandsweetness it thatl maycall it alittle heavenpr asJacobcalledhis Bethel,fithe
gateof heaver ©°" 281619 |t js certainlya highwayof walking with Godin this world; anda soul
may enjoy assweetcommunionwith Him in His providencs asin any of His ordinances' How
often havethe heartsof its observerdeenmeltedinto tearsof joy at the beholdingof its wise
andunexpectegroductions!How often hasit convincedthem,upona soberrecollectionof the
eventsof their lives, that if the Lord had left themto their own counselsthey would as often
have beentheir own tormentersjf not their ownexecutionersinto what and how many fatal
mischiefswould they have precipitatedthemselvesf providencehad beenas shortsightedas
they werd They hawe givenit their heartythanksfor consideringtheir interestmore thantheir
importunity,andnot allowing themto perishby their own desires.

The benefits of giving heedto the works ofprovidenceare manifoldand unspeakahl@s in its
place wewill show you. But not teentangle the thread of the discourseijll castit in thisway:

First, | will prove that the concerns of the saintshis world are certainly conducted by the
wisdom and care of specpovidence

Secondly | will show you in what particular concegrof theirs this providential care is
evidentlyrevealed

Thirdly, that it is the duty of saints tpve heedo, and heedfullpbserve these performances
of providenceor them in all their oncerns.

Fourthly, in what manner this duty is to be performedtigm.

Fifthly, what singular benefits result to them from such observations.

! l.uther was bold to prescribe to God, but at last said, Surely thedegpibedthis arrogance of mine, and said, |
am God, and not to be ruled by you.



PART 1.
Chapter 1 z The Work of providence for the Saints

First, | shallundertakehe proof anddefenseof the greattruth thatthe affairs of the saintsin this
world are certainly conductedby the wisdomand careof specialprovidence And in doingso, |
addresamyself with cheerfulnesso perform,as| am able,a servicefor that providencewhich
hasthroughouimy life Aperformedall thingsfor mep asthetext says

Thereis a twofold consideratiorof providence accordingto its twofold objectand mannerof

dispensationthe one iS general,exercisedaboutall creaturesyational and irrational, animate
andinanimatethe otheris specialandunique Christhasa universalempireoverall things(Eph

1:22) He is the headof the whole world by way of dominion,but a headto the Churchby way
of unionandspecialinfluence(John17:2).He is fithe Saviourof all men,speciallyof thosethat
believed (1Tim 4:10). The Churchis His specialcareandcharge He rulesthe world for its good,
asaheadconsultingthe welfareof the body.

Heathengyenerallydeniedprovidence and no wonder,sincethey denieda God; for the same
argumentsthat prove one will prove the other. Aristotle, the prince of heathenphilosophers
could not by the utmostsearchof reasonfind out how the world originated,and thereforehe
concludest wasfrom eternity. The Epicureansin away, acknowledgd a God, but still denieda
providence and they wholly excludedHim from any interestor concernin the affairs of the
world as beinginconsistentwith the felicity andtranquility of the divine Being, to be diverted
andcumberedwith the careandlabourof governmentThis assertionis sorepugnanto reason
thatit is a wonderthey did not blush at its absurdity;but | guessthe reason,and one of them
(accordingto Cicero) lays it out in broad language:Itaque imposuistis cervicibus nostris
sempiternumdominum, quem dies et noctes timeremus. Quis enim non timeat omnia
providentemet cogitantemget animadvertentenet omniaad sepertinereputantemgcuriosumet
plenumnegotii Deum?(If this is so you haveyokedusto an eternalmaster,suchaswe would
fear day and night. For who would not be frightened of a prying busybodyof a God who
provides plansandobservegverythingandwho considerghateverythingis his concern?)rhey
foresawthat conceling there isa providencewould imposean eternalyoke upontheir necks,by
making themaccountabldor all they did to a highertribunal. They mustnecessarilyfipassthe
time of their sojourningherein feao (1Pet 1.17)while all their thoughts,wordsandwayswere
strictly notedand recorded for the purposeof an accountby an all-seeingand righteousGod.
They thereforelabouredto persuadghemselveghat what they had no mind for, did not exist.
But theseatheisticand foolish conceitsfall flat beforethe undeniableevidenceof so greatand
clearatruth as this

Now my businessereis not so muchto dealwith professedatheistsvho denythe existenceof
Godi and onsequenthderideall evidencedbroughtfrom Scriptureof the extraordinaryevents
that fall out in favour of that peoplethat are called His i but ratherto convincethosethat
professedlyacknowledgall this, yet, neverhavingtastedreligion by experiencethey suspectat
least,thatall thesethingswhich we call specialprovidencs to the saints,are but naturalevents
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or merecontingenciesThus,while they professto acknowledgea God anda providencewhich

professionis but the effect of their education)in the meantimethey live like atheistsandboth

think andactasif therewereno suchthings;andreally, | fear this is the casewith the greater
partof themenof this generation.

But if it wereindeedso,thatthe affairs of the world in generallandmoreespeciallythoseof the
sainty were not conductedby divine providence but as they would persuadeus, they were
conductedby the steadycourseof naturalcauses thatif we observeany event,it is merely
casualandcontingentor it proceedgrom somehiddenandsecretcausen naturei if thisindeed
wereso, let those whaaretemptedo believeit give arationalanswetto thefollowing questions:

First Challenge.

How does itcometo passthat somanysignalmerciesand deliverancesavebefallenthe people
of God, abovethe powerand againstthe courseof natural causesto makeway for whichthere
hasbeenan obvioussuspensiomand stopputto the courseof nature?

It is mostevidentthat no naturaleffect can exceedthe power of its naturalcause Nothing can
give to anothemmorethanit hasin itself, andit is just asclearthat whateveractsnaturally,acts
necessarilyFire burnsto the uttermostof its power! while watersoverflow anddrown all that
they can. Lions and otherrapaciousand cruel beastsgspeciallywhen hungry,tearand devour
their prey; andarbitraryandrationalagentsalsoactaccordingto the principlesandlaws of their
natures A wicked man when his heartis fully setin him, andhis will standsin a full bentof
resole, will certainlygive it vent,andperpetratehe wicked devicesof his heart if he haspower
in his handand an opportunityto executehis conceivedmischief. Having once conceivedthis
mischief, and fitravailing in pain with it,0 *°° *>?%accordingto the courseof nature,he must
fbring it forthd (Psa7:14). But if any of theseinanimate,brute, or rational agentshave their
powersuspended whenthereis no naturalobstacleor hindranceandwhenthe effectis nearits
birth, and when the designis at the very point of execution,so that eventhoughthey would
harm yettheycannoti whatdo youthink thisis to beattributed t&

Yet this hasoften beenseenwhereGods interesthasbeenimmediatelyconcernedn the danger
andevil of theevent.The seadivideditself in its own channelandmadea wall of wateron each
sideto give Gods distressedsraela safepassageandthis wasnotdone when the sea waalm,
butwhenits wavesroared (Isaiah51:15) Thefire, whenit was fannednto the mostintenseand
vehementlame, had no powerto singeone hair of Gods faithful witnesseswhenat the same
instantit hadthe powerto destroytheir intendedexecutionerst a greaterdistancegDaniel 3:22).
Indeed we find it hassometimedeensufficientto consumebut not to tormentthe body, asin
thatknown instanceof blessedBainham,who told his enemiesfiThe flameswerelike a bed of
rosesto him.o The hungrylions put off their naturalfiercenessand becamegentleandharmless
whenDanielwasthrown amongthemasprey.P2" ¢22A similar accountis given of Polycarp,and

I ad ultimum sui posse

2 How had Porphyry was put texplainit when, instead of a betteone this pretence musteve the turn, that
Moses, taking advantage of a lower water unknown t&Egyptians, passed the people over thireias a if
Moses, a stranger, weleetter acgainted with it than the Egyptian nativesActs and Mon. Vol. |. pb5. -
Porphyry of Tyre (234305 AD)i1 Neoplatonic philosopher born in Tyneypil of Plotinus.
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Dionysiusthe Areopagite whom the fire would not touch, but stoodlike a shipmaids sail filled
with thewind aboutthem.

Are thesethingsaccordingo the courseandlaw of nature?To whatsecretaturalcausecanthey

be ascribed?n a similar way,we find the vilest andfiercestof wicked menhavebeenwithheld

by aninvisible handof restraintfrom injuring the Lordé people.By what secretcausen nature
was Jeroboarés handdried up and madeinflexible at the sameinstantthatit was stretchedout

againstthe manof God (1Kng 13:4)? No wild beastsend anddevourtheir prey more greedily
thanwicked menwould destroythe peopleof God that dwell amongthem,wereit not for this

providentialrestraintuponthem. So the Psalmistexpressesis casein the wordsfollowing my

text: AiMy soulis amonglions, andl lie amongthosethatareseton fire.0 Thedisciplesweresent
forth Aassheepin the midst ofwolve® (Matt 10:16) It will not avail in this caseto objectthat

those miraculous events dependonly upon Scripture testimony, which the atheist is not

convincedby. For, besideall that may be allegedfor the authority of that testimony(which is

needless$o producefor menwho acknowledgat), howis it lessthan whateveryeyeseesor may

seetoday? Do we not beholda weak, defenselesfiandful of men wonderfully and otherwise
unaccountablypreservedrom ruin in the midst of potent,enragedand turbulentenemiesthat

willingly would, but cannot,destroythemi whenno naturalimpedimentcanasyet be assigned
to explainwhy theycannot?

And if this puzzles us,thenwhat shallwe saywhenwe seeeventsproducedn the world for the
good of Godds chosen by thosevery handsand meanswhich were intentionally employedfor

their ruin? Thesethingsareasmuchbesidethe intentionsof their enemiesastheyareabovetheir

own expectationsyet suchthings are no rarities in the world. Was not the envy of Josepl®

brothers the cursedplot of Haman,andthe decreeprocuredby the envy of the princesagainst
Daniel,with manymore of the samekind, all turnedby a secretandstrangehandof providence
to their greateradvancemenand benefit? Their enemiedifted themup to all that honourand
prefermentheyhad.

Second Challenge.

How is it, if the saint® concernsare not orderedby a specialdivine providence that natural
causeaunite and associatehemselve$or their relief and benefitin so strangea mannerasthey
are foundto do?

It is undeniablyevidentthat thereare marvelouscoincidence®f providence confederatingand
agreeing,as it were, to meetand unite themselvedo bring aboutthe good of Gods chosen.
Thereis a similar faceof thingsshowingitself in severalplacesat the sametime, wheneverany
work for the goodof the Churchcomes uponthe stageof the world. As whenthe Messiah the
capitalmercy,cameto the temple,then Simeonand Annawere broughtthereby providenceas
witnessedo it.LUke 22538 5o in Reformatiorwork, whentheimageswerepulled downin Holland,

oneandthe samespirit of zealpossessethemin everycity andtown, sothatthework wasdone
in a night. He that carefully readsthe history of Josepls advancemento be the lord of Egypt
may numberin thatstory twelve remarkableactsor stepsof providenceby which he ascendedo

that honourandauthority. If but one of themhadfailed, in all likelihood the eventwould have
failed too; but everyoneoccurredin its order,exactlykeepingits own time andplace.Soin the

Churclés deliverancefrom the plot of Haman,we find no lessthan sevenacts of providence
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concurringstrangelyto produceit. It is asif they had all met by appointmentand consentto
breakthatsnarefor them,onething so aptly suiting with andmakingway for anotherthatevery
careful observermust concludethat this cannotbe the result of accidentbut of wise counsel.
Evenasin viewing the accuratestructureof the body of a man,the figure, position,andmutual
relationshipsof the severalmembersand vesselshas convincedsome, and is sufficient to
convinceall, thatit is the work of divine wisdomandpower. In a similar wayif the admirable
adaptatiorof the meansandinstrumentseemployedfor mercyto the peopleof God are carefully
consideredyvho would notadmitthatjust astherearetools of all sortsandsizesin the shopof
providence so thereis a mostskillful handthat usesthemi that they could no more produce
such effects by themselveghan the axe, saw, or chisel can cut or carve a rough log into a
beautifulfigure without the handof a skillful artificer?

We find, by manifold instancesthattherecertainlyare strongcombinationsand predispositions
of personsandthingsto bring aboutsomeissueanddesignfor the benefitof the Church,which
they themselvesever thought of. They hold no conferenceithey do not communicatetheir
counseldo eachother, andyet they meettogetherandwork togetherasif theydid. It is asif ten
menwereall to meet togetherat oneplace,andonehour, aboutoneandthe samebusinessand
did sowithout any previousappointmentbetweenthemselvesCan anyone questionwhether
sucha meetingof meansandinstrumentss certainly,thoughsecretly,ruled over by somewise
invisible agent?

Third Challenge.

If the concernsof Gods peopleare not governedby a specialprovidencewhyis it thatthe most
apt and powerfulmeanshat areemployedo destroythem are renderedineffectve; and weak,
contemptiblaneanghat areemployedor their defenceand comfort are crownedwith success?

This could neverbe if thingswerewholly swayedby the courseof nature.If we judge by that
rule, we mustconcludethat the more apt and powerful the meansare, the more successfuand
prosperoughey must be; and where they are inept, weak, and contemptible,nothing can be
expectedf them.Thusreasoraysit accordingto the rulesof nature But providencecrossests
hands,as Jacobdid in blessingthe sonsof Josephand ordersquite contraryissuesand events.
Suchwasthe mighty poweranddeeppolicy usedby Pharaoho destroyGods Israel,sothatto
theeyeof reasont wasasimpossibleto surviveit asfor cracklingthornsto remainunconsumed
amidstdevouringflames. Their miraculouspreservatioris expressed byhis emblem the bush
wasall aflame,but not consumedExo 3:2). The heatherRomanemperorsvho madethe world
tremble and subduedthe nationsunderthem, employedall their power and policy againstthe
poor, naked,defenseles€hurchi to ruin it T yet could not accomplishit (Rev 12:3-4). O the
seasof blood that heatherRomeshedin the ten persecutions¥et the Churchlives. And when
fithe dragongavehis powerto the beasbd, (Rev 13:2) thatis, whenthe stateof Romebecame
antiChristian, O what slaughtersvere madeby the beastin all his dominions,so thatthe Holy
Ghostrepresentim asdrunkwith the blood of the saints(Rev 17:6). And yet all thatwill not
do; the gates,that is, the powersand policies of hell, cannotprevail againstit.Ma 1618 How
manifestis the careandpowerof providencean this Had half thatpowerbeenemployedagainst
anyotherpeople,it would certainlyhaveswallowedthemup immediately,or wornthemoutin a
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hundredthof the time.! How soonwasthe Persianmonarchyswallowedup by the Grecian,and
thenagainby the Roman!Diocletianand Maximinus,in the heightof their persecutionsfound
themselveso baffled by providencethatthey bothresignedhe governmentaindlived asprivate
men.But in this wonderful preservationGod makesgoodthat promise:fiThoughl makea full
end of all nations,yet will 1 not makea full endof youo (Jer30:11) andfiNo weaponformed
againstyou shallprospeo (Isaiah54:17)

On the contrary,weak and contemptiblemeanshavebeenmadesuccessfufor the good of the
Church! Thusthe first planting of Christianityin the world was doneby weak andimprobable
instruments'Christdid not choosehe eloquentorators,or menof authorityin the courtsof kings
and emperorsbut twelve poor artisansand fishermen;and thesewerer not senttogetherin a
troop, but someto conquerone country, and some another.In appearanceit was te most
ridiculouscoursefor sucha designascould beimagined and yetin how shortatime the Gospel
wasspread andthe Churchesvere plantedby them in the severalkkingdomsof the world! The
Psalmistforesawthis by the Spirit of prophecywhen he said: fiOut of the mouth of babesand
sucklingsyou haveordainedstrength o still theenemyandtheavengeo (Psa8:2). At thesound
of ram®horns Jerichois deliveredinto the handsof Israel(Joshug:20). By threehundredmen,
with their pitchersandlamps,the hugehostof Midian is defeatedqJudges/:19). The Protestants
besiegedn Beziersin Francearedeliveredby a drunkendrummerwho, goingto his quartersat
midnight, rangthe alarmbell of the town, not knowing what he did; andjust thentheir enemies
weremakingtheir assaultAnd asweakandimprobablemeanshavebeenblessedvith success$o
the Churchin general soalsoto the preservatiorof its particularmembersA spiderby weaving
herweb overthe mouthof anoven,shall hide a servantof Christ, Du Moulin, from his enemies,
who took refugetherein thatbloody Parisianmassacré.A henshall sustainanothemrmanydays
at the sametime by lodging her egg everyday in the placewherehe had hid himself from the
cutthroats.Examplesmight be easily multiplied, but the truth is too plain and obviousto the
observatiorof all agesto needthem.And canwe help but acknowledgehata divine andspecial
providenceoverrukesthesematterswhenwe seethe mostaptandpotentmeangor the Churclés
ruin frustrated,andthe mostsilly andcontemptiblemeansgrantedsuccessandprosperedor its
good?

Fourth Challenge.

If all thingsare governedby the courseof natureand force of natural causesthenhow does it
cometo passthat menare turned(like a bowl by a rub)out of the way of evil, towardwhichthey
weredriving at full speed?

Goodmenhavebeengoingalongthe way to their own ruin, anddid not know it; but providence
hasmetthemin the way, andpreservedhemby strangediversions the meaningof which they
did not understandill the eventrevealedit. When Paullay boundat Caesareathe high priest

I Acts and Mon. Vol Ill. p. 974.

2 Pierre Du Moulin (1568.658); Huguenot minister in PariBuring theSt. Bartholomewds Day Massacre of 1572,
Catholics killed25,000Huguenots in Parialone As the tale goes, Moulin, aged 4, crept into an oven over
which a spider wove its web; when the enemies of the Protestants inspected the premisesséiepypthe
oven with the remark that no one could have been there for sorseGlajopedia of Moral and Religious
Anecdotedy Rev. K. Arvine, A.M. [Leavitt, Trow & Co., New York,1848) p. 6690ther reports say he was
preserved by his-year old sistewho put her hand over his mouth, while their nurse banged pots and pans to
distract the searchers.
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and chief of the Jewsrequestthat Festusmight have Paubroughtboundto Jerusalemhaving
laid in waiting to kill him alongthe way. But Festusthoughignorantof the plot, utterly refuses
to doit, andchoosegatherto go with themto Caesareandjudgehim there.By this diversion
their bloodydesignis frustrated/Acts 25:3-4).

Possidoniusin thelife of Augustine! tells usthatthe goodfather,goingto teachthe peopleof a
certaintown, took a guidewith him to showhim the way. The guide mistookthe usualroadand
unwittingly took a by-path, by which meansAugustineescapeduin at the handsof the bloody
Donatistswho, knowing his intention,would havekill ed him ontheroad.

And asmemorableandwonderfularethoserubsanddiversionswvicked menhavemetwith in the
way of perpetratinghe evils conceivedandintendedin their own hearts.Labanand Esaucame
againstJacobwith mischievougurposesbut they no soonercome nearhim thanthe shackleof

restraintwere immediately clappedon them both, so that their handscould notperform their
enterprise§®" 429 334 Balaamrunsto curselsrael greedyfor a reward,but he meetswith an
unexpecteaheckat his very outset;andthoughthat did not stop him, he tried everyway to do
themmischief,yet he still finds himself fetteredby an effectualbond of restraintthat he canin

no way shakeoff (Num 22:25, 38). Saul, the high priests bloodhound,breathesout threas
againsthe Church,andgoeswith a bloody commissiortowardsDamascugo halethe poorflock

of Christto the slaughterput whenhe comesnearthe place he meetsan unexpectesgtopon the
way, by which the mischiefis not only diverted,but he himselfis convertedto Christ (Acts 9:1-

4). Who canfail to seethefinger of Godin thesethings?

Fifth Challenge.

If thereis not an overruling providenceordering all thingsfor the good of God3s people,how
does itcometo passthat the goodand evil whichis doneto thosein this world, is accordingly
repaidinto the heartsof those whare instrumentain it?

How clearit is to everymarts observationthatthe kindnessesindbenefitsany havedoneto the

Lordés peoplehavebeenrewardedwith full measuranto their heart$ The Egyptianmidwives
refusedto obeyPharaolis inhumancommandandsavedthe malechildrenof Israel;for this the
Lord dealtwell with them and built them housegExo 1:21). The Shunammitewvas hospitable
andcarefulfor Elisha,andGodrecompensed with the desirableenjoymentof a son(2Kng 4:9,

17). Rahabhid the spies,andwasexemptedrom the destructiorof Jericho(Heb11:31) Publius,
the chief manof the islandof Melita, courteouslyreceivedandlodgedPaulafter his shipwreck;
the Lord speedilyrepaidhim for thatkindnessandhealedhis fatherwho lay sick at thattime of

abloodydischargeandfever (Acts 28:7,8).

In the same waywe find the evils doneto God3s peoplehavebeenrepaidby a just retributionto
their enemieg. Pharaohandthe Egyptianswere cruel enemieso Gods Israel,anddesignedhe
ruin of their poor innocentbabes;God repaidit by striking downall the first-born of Egyptin
onenight (Exo 12:29) Hamanerecteda gallowsfifty cubitshigh for goodMordecai,andGodso
orderedit thathe himselfandhis tensonswerehangedon it. And indeedit wasonly fitting that

! Possid. in vit. Aug, 7cap, 15.
2 If we examine the history of the world, from the beginning of it désvourlimes, we shall meet with remarkable
instances of God judgment uposinnersAlsted, Nat. Theop. 196.
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he shouldeatthe fruit of thattreewhich he himself had planted(Esther7:10). Ahithophelplots
againstDavid, and gives counsellike an oracle as tohow to procurehis fall; and that very
counsel,like an overchargedyun, recoils upon himself and procureshis ruin. Seeinghis good
counselrejected(good politically, not morally), it wasnow easyfor him to guessthe outcome,
andsohis own fate (2Sam17:23)

Charlesthe 9th mostinhumanlymadethe very canalsof Parisflow with Protestanblood, and
soonafter he died miserably,his blood flowing from all partsof his body. StephenGardiner,
who burnt so many of Gods dear servantsto ashes,was himself so scorchedby a terrible
inflammationthat his very tonguewasblack and hungout of his mouth; he endedhis wretched
days in dreadful torments. Maximinus, that cruel emperorwho set forth his proclamation
engravedn brassto uttely abolishthe Christianreligion, wasspeedilystrucklike Herodwith a
dreadfuljudgment,A°*s 122323 swarmsof lice preyinguponhis entrails,andcausingsucha stench
thathis physicianscould not endureto comenearhim, andfor refusingto do so, theywereslain.
Hundredsof similar instanceanight easily be producedto confirm this observation And who
camot seeby thesethingsthatfitruly thereis a Godthatjudgesin the earthp Psams 58:11

Indeed theretributionsof providenceon the enemiesof the Churchhavebeenso exactthat not
only the samepersonsput the samemembersthat havebeenthe instrumentsof mischief,have
beenmadethe subjectsof wrath. The samearm which Jeroboamstretchedout to strike the
prophet,God strikes'*"9s 14 The emperorAurelian, whenhe wasreadyto sign the edictfor the
persecutiorof the Christianswassuddenlyso crampedn his knucklesthat he could not write
Greenhill,in his expositionon Ezekiel11:13 tells his hearerghattherewasonethenpresentn
the congregatiorwho was an eyewitnessof a womanscoffing at anotherfor walking in purity
andholiness. The scoffé& tonguewas immediatelystrickenwith the palsy,and shedied of it
within two days. Henry the 2nd of France,in a greatrage againsta Protestantcounselor,
committedhim into the handsof oneof his noblesto beimprisoned He did sowith thesewords,
that fihe would seehim burnedwith his own eyeso But, mark the righteousprovidenceof God:
within a few days,the samenoblemanwith alanceput into his handsby the king at a jousting
tournamentyan the lanceinto oneof the kings eyes,from which the kingdied.?

Yes, providencehasmadethe very placeof sinningthe placeof punishmentfin the placewhere
dogslicked the blood of Naboth,dogswill lick your bloodd (1Kng 21:19) andit wasexactly
fulfilled (2Kng 9:26). ThusTophetis madea buryingplacefor the Jewsitill therewasno room
left to bury; andthatwasthe placewherethey hadofferedup their sonsto Moloch (Jer7:31-32).
The story of Nightingaleis generallyknown, which Foxerelates,as tohow Nightingalefell out
of the pulpit andbroke his neckwhile he was abusingthe Scripture(1John1:10). And thusthe
Scripturesare madegoodby providence iWhoeverdigs a pit shallfall in it; andhethatrolls a
stone,it shallreturnuponhimo (Prov 26:27), andfiwith the samemeasureyou measure it shall
be measuredo you agairo (Mat 7:2).

1Euseb, I. 7. cap. 29.

21n June 1559 a tournament lasting several days was held in Paris to celebrate a peace treaty between France and
Spain. Henry participated and acquitted himself weliil the young Count of Montgomergimost unseated
him. Henry insisted on another contest with Montgomery. Montgo@mdéamce struck the kidg helmet. A long
splinter pierced Hen eye and penetrated his brain, from which the king later(digg 10, 1559)
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If anyonestill says that thesethings may happenaccidentally,and that many thousandof the
Churclts enemieshavedied in peace,andtheir end hasbeenlike other men, we answerwith
Augustine:flf no sin were punishedhere,no providencewould be believed;andif every sin
were punishedhere,no judgmentwould be expected But, so thatnonemay think theseevents

aremerelycasualandaccidentalwe will inquirestill further.
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Sixth Challenge.

If thesethings are merelyaccidental,how is it that they squareand agreeso exactlywith the
Scripturesin all particulars?

We read:fiCantwo walk togetherunlessthey areagreed® (Amos 3:3). If two mentravelalong
oneroad, it is likely they areagreedto go to the sameplace Providence and Scripturesgo all
oneway, andif they seemat anytime to go differentor oppositeways,be suretheywill meetat
thejourneyd end.Thereis anagreemenbetweerthemto do so.

DoesGod miraculouslysuspendhe powerof naturalcauses®hy, this is no accidentathing; it
harmonizeswith the Word, iWhenyou passthroughthe waters,| will be with you, andthrough
therivers,theyshallnot overflow you. Whenyou walk throughthe fire, you shallnot be burned,
nor shalltheflamekindle uponyouo (Isaiah43:2)

Do naturalcausesinite andassociatehemselvesor the good of God peopleAVhy, thisis no
morethanwhatis containedn the promisesandthefulfilling of thatScripture:fAll is yours,for
you areChrisis0 (1Cor 3:22); thatis, the use,benefitandserviceof all the creaturesarefor you,
asyour needrequires.

Are the mostapt and powerful means which areemployedfor their ruin, frustratedAVho can
help but seethe Scripturedulfilled in, andexpoundedy, suchprovidencs? (seelsaiah8:8-10;
Isaiah54:1517; expoundedy 2Kng 18:17, etc.)

Do you seeat any time a rub of providencediverting the courseof good menfrom falling into
evil, or wicked menfrom committing evil? How loudly do suchprovidences proclaimthe truth
and certaintyof the Scriptureswhich tell us that fithe way of manis notin himself, noris it in
him that walks to direct his step® (Jer10:23) andthat fia marts heartdevigshis way: but the
LORD direct his step® (Prov16:9)

Do you seeadequateetributionsmadeto thosethatinjure or befriendthe peopleof God?Why,
whenyou seeall the kindnessand love they have shownthe saintsreturnedwith interestinto
theirheartshowis it possiblethat you cannaseetheaccomplishmenof theseScripturesn such
providence? fiBut the liberal soul devises liberal things, and by liberal things he shall stand
(Isaiah32:8 2Cor9:6).

And whenyou seethe evils men havedone,or intendedto do to the Lordé people,recoiling
uponthemselvespneis perfectlyblind notto seethe harmonywhich suchprovidencs bearwith
ScripturessuchasPsalm7:14-16;, Psalm9:16, andPsalm140:1112.

O whatexactproportionsprovidence andthe Scriptureshold! Men takelittle notice of it. Why
did Cyrus,contraryto all rulesof statepolicy, freely dismissthe captives,unless it wago fulfill
the Scripture(Isaiah45:13)? It was well-observedby one that, fias God has stretchedout the
expansunor firmamentoverthe naturalworld, sohehasstretchedut his Word overtherational
world.0 As the creaturen earthareinfluencedby thoseheavenlybodies soareall the creatures
in theworld influencedby theWord, andinfallibly fulfill it whentheyintendto thwartit.
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Seventh Challenge.

If thesethingsare contingenthowis it that theyfall out soremarkablyin the nick and junctures
of time,whichmakeghemsogreatlyobservabldo all whoconsiderthem?

We find a multitude of providencs so timed to a minute, that had they occurredjust a little
sooneror later,theywould havematteredittle in comparisorwith whattheydo now. Certainly,
it cannotbe chanceput counselthatsoexactlyworksin time. Contingencieskeepto norules?

How remarkableto this purposewere the tidings broughtto Saul, that fithe Philistineshave
invadedthe landd (1Sam23:27) just as he was readyto graspthe prey! The angel calls to
Abraham,andshowshim anothersacrificejust whenhis handwasgiving the fatal stroketo Isaac
(Gen22:1011). A well of wateris shownto Hagarjust when shehadleft the child, not being
ableto watchits death(Gen 21:16, 19). Rabshakehlmeetswith a blastingprovidence hearsa
rumour that frustratedhis design,just when he wasreadyto make an assaultupon Jerusalem
(Isaiah37:7,8). SowhenHamaris plot againstthe Jewswasripe, andall thingswerereadyfor
executionfion thatnighttheking couldnot slee (Esther6:1). Whenthe hornsarereadyto gore
Judahjmmediatelycarpentersirepreparedo fray themaway(Zech1:1821).

How remarkablevastherelief of La Rochelleby a shoalof fish thatcameinto the harbourwhen
they werereadyto perishwith famine,suchasthey neverobservedefore,nor after that time!?
Mr. Dod® could not go to bedonenight, but hasa strongimpulseto visit, thoughunseasonablya
neighbourgentlemanandjust ashe cametherehe meetshis neighborat his door, with a halter
in his pocket,just goingto hanghimself. Dr. Tateandhis wife in the Irish rebellion? wereflying
throughthewoodswith a suckingchild, whichwasjust readyto expire. The mothergoingto rest
it upona rock, puts her handupon a bottle of warm milk, by which it was preservedA good
woman,from whosemouthl receivedt, beingdrivento greatextremity,all suppliesfailing, was
plungedinto unbelievingdoubtsandfears,not seeingwheresuppliesshouldcomefrom i when,
lo! in the nick of time, turning over somethingsin a chest,sheunexpectedljights upona piece
of gold, which suppliedherpresenneeddill God openedanotherdoor of supply.If thesethings
fall out by accidenthow is it they comein the very nick of time so exactly,thatit hasbecome
proverbialin Scripture filn themountof the LORD it shallbeseem (Gen22:14)?

! Contingencies are to be estimated from their immediate, second, and pacdosks, and not from the first and
universal cause, in respect of whom nothing datingent; but all thingsare necessary by the necessity of
immutability, not of chance Wendel. Theop. 15.

2 Refers to The Siege of La Rochelle, a Huguenot stronghold immortalized in Biateasof the musketeers. Every
attempt by Huguenot leaders to relieve the city was driven back. Thousands died of disease or starvation
addition to battle casualties. The city finally surrendered unconditionally on 28 October 1628.

3 Dr. John Dod (¢.1549.645), known agiDecalogue Dod English norconformist(Puritan) author ofA Plaine
and Familiar Exposition of the Ten Commandetaeh603.

4 That is, tle Irish Rebellion of 1641Faithful Tate (c. 1626 1666) was a Protestant clergyman and poet from
County Cavan, Irelandis wife wasKatherine Kenetigtheir son, Nahum Tate, wagaet laureatd692.
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Eighth Challenge.

Lastly, if thesethings were accidentaland contingent,how can it be that they fall out so
immediatelyuponand consonantlywith the prayersof the saints?Sothat, in manyprovidencs,
theyare ableto discerna veryclear answerto their prayers,andare suretheyhavethe petitions
theyaskedof Him?(1John5:15)*

Thus the seadivided itself just at the time of Israebs cry to heaven(Exo 14:10) So signala
victory is givento Asaimmediatelyat the time of that passionatecry to heaven:fiHelp us, O
LORD our Godb (2Chr 14:11,12). Ahithophelgoesand hangshimself, just at the time of that
prayerof distressedavid (2Sam15:31) Hamanfalls andhis plot is broken,just at the time of
the fast kept by Mordecaiand Esther(Esther4:16). Our own Speed,n his History of Britain,?
tells usthatRichardthe 1stbesieged castlewith his army;theyofferedto surrendeif hewould
savetheir lives; he refuses andthreatengo hangthemall. Upon this an arbalestet chargechis
bow with a squarearrow, first makinghis prayerto Godthathewould directthe shotanddeliver
the innocentfrom oppressionjt struck the king himself, from which he died, and they were
delivered Abrahands servantprayedfor successandseehow it wasanswered.

Gen 24:45 hABut before | had fRebekals tomidg ostwitha ki n g
her pitcher on her shoulder;

Peterwasthrowninto prisonandprayerwasmadefor him by the Church,andseethe event

Act 12:57 , 127 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for
him by the twurch. ® And when Herod was about to bring him out, that night Peter was sleeping,
bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards before the door were keeping the
prison.” Now behold, an angel of the Lord stoodhiyn, and a light shone in the prison; and he
struck Peter on the side and raised hihim up,
h a n d ¥ 8o, when he had considerthis, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John
whose surname was Mamkhere many were gathered together praying.

| couldeasilyaddto thesethe wonderfulexamplef the answerof prayerswhich wasobserved

in Luther, and Dr. Winter in Ireland? and many more; but | judge it needlesbecausemost
Christianshave a stock of experienceof their own, and are well-assuredthat many of the
providencs thatbefall themare,andcanbenone otherthantheanswerof their prayers.

And now who can be dissatisfiedin this point that wisely considerghesethings?Must we not
concludethat fihe does notwithdraw his eyesfrom the righteou® (Job36:7) andthatfiThe eyes
of the LORD runto andfro throughouthe whole earth,to showhimselfstrongin behalfof those
whoseheartis perfecttowardshimo (2Chr 16:9)? His providencs proclaimthat He isa God
who hearsprayer.

1 And if we know that héneas us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.
2 John Speedlistory of Great Britain(Printed by John Beale, London, 1611, 1623)

3 Arbalesteii a bowman who uses a crossbow.

4 pastor of the independent and rmamfommist St. Nichola§church in Ireland, c. 1655.
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PART 2.
Chapter 2 z Our Birth and Upbringing

Having provedthat the affairs of the saintsin this world are certainly conductedoy the wisdom
and careof a specialprovidence my nextwork is to showyou in what affairs and concernsof
theirsthe providenceof God more especiallyappearspr the mostremarkableperformance®f
providencefor them,in this world.

Herel am not led directly by the text of Psalm 570 speakof the mostinternal and spiritual
performance®f providencemmediatelyrelatingto the soulsof Godds peoplei thoughtheyall
relateto their soulsmediately and eventuallyi but to speakof the more visible and external
performance®f providencefor them.Do not supposd will touchall of thesei they aremore
thanthe sands But what| aim to speakto you aboutaresomeof themorespecialandobservable
performancesf providenceor you. And we will begin at the beginning.

The first performance of providence z in the womb.

l. First, let us considerhow well providencehasperformedthe first work thatit everdid for us:
in our formation and protectionin the womhb Certainly this is a very glorious and admirable
performancejt is what the Psalmistadmires, sayingfiMy substancevas not hiddenfrom you
when| wasmadein secretandskillfully workedin the lowestpartsof the eartld (Psal39:15)
The womb is so calledfor this reason:ithat just asskillful artists,whenthey havesomechoice
piecein hand,perfectit in private,andthenbring it into thelight for all to gazeat; soit washere.
Two thingsareadmirablein this performancef providenceor us.

1. The rare structureand excellentcompositionof the body. fil am wonderfully made; P52 13914
that word ruchamptiis very full. The vulgaterendersit, fipaintedaswith a needleg i.e., richly

embroideredvith nervesandveins? O, the skillful workmanshighatis in that one parthe eye!

How it hasforcedsometo acknowledgea God uponthe examinationof it! providence whenit

wentaboutthis work, hadits modelor patternbeforeit, accordingto which it moldedeverypart

Aln your book all my membersverewritteno (versel6).

Psalm 139:16/our eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were
written, The days fashioned for me, Whamyet there wereone of them.

Do you haveanintegral perfectionandfullnessin your members?t is becauseHe wrote them
all in His book, or paintedyour body accordingto thatexactmodelwhich He drewof you in His
own graciouspurposebeforeyou hada being.Had aneye,ear,hand,or foot beenlackingin the
plan,you would now havebeensadlyawareof the defect.This world hadbeenbut a dungeorto
you without thosewindows,andyou would haveived asanobjectof pity to others asmanydo.

! Acting through or dependent an intervening agency
2 A metaphor from thoseho work in exquisiteneedlework. The Lord hamade allthings in number, weight, and
measure.
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If you havelow thoughtsof this mercy,then askthe blind, deaf,lame anddumbthe valueand
worth of thosemerciesandtheywill tell you. Thereis aworld of costbestowediponyour body.

You might havebeencastin anothermold, andbeencreatedas aworm or a toad.| remember
Luther?! tells us of two cardinalsriding in greatpompto the Council of Constancgon the way;,
they hearda manin the fields bitterly weepingandwailing. Whenthey cameto him theyfound
him intently viewing an ugly toad; and asking him why he wept so bitterly. He told them his
heartwas melted with this considerationthat God had not made him such a loathsomeand
deformedcreaturefiThisis whatl love to weepat,0 he said Upon hearing thisgneof themcries
out thatthe father said well, fiThe unlearnedwill rise and take heaven,and we with all our
learningshall be throwninto hell.0 No partof the commonlump wasso figured and polishedas
man is. Galerf gave Epicurus a hundredyearsto imagine a more commodiou$ situation,
configuration or compositionof any one memberof a humanbody. And if all the angelshad
studiedto this day,theycould not havecastthe body of maninto a bettermold.

2. And yet all this is but the enamelingof the case,or polishing the casket in which the rare
jewel lies. Providencenasnot only built the house but broughtthe inhabitant(l meanthe soul)
into the possessionf it. A gloriouspieceit is, thatbearstheveryimageof Goduponit, beingall

in all, and all in every part=" *2* How noble are its faculties and affections! How nimble,
variousandindefatigableareits motions! How comprehensivés its capacity!lt is a companion
for angelsi no, it is capableof espoual to Christ and eternalcommunionwith God. It is the
wonderof earth,andthe envyof hell.

Supposenow (and why shouldyou not supposewhat you so frequentlybeholdin the world?)
that providencehad so permittedand orderedit, thatyour soul hadenterednto your body with
oneor two of its facultieswoundedand defective.Supposets understandindnad beencracked.
What a miserablelife you would havelived in this world, being capableof neitherservicenor
comfort And truly, | haveconsideredhoseworks of providencan bringinginto theworld, in all
countriesand ages somesuchspectacle®f pity. Some are deprivedof the useof reason they
differ from beastsn little more than shapeandfigure. Ghers,thoughsoundin understanding,
yet they aredeformed or defective in their bodies monstrous,misshapenand loathsome
creatures. When | consider these thingsanresolvethe designof this providencento nothing
elsebut a demonstratiorof His sovereignpower, unlesssuch creatureare designedasfoils to
setoff the beautyof otherrareandexquisitepieces unlesgheyareintendedo standbeforeyour
eyesasmonitorsof Gods mercyto you, sothatyour hearts asoftenasyou beholdthem, might
be meltedinto thankfulnesdor distinguishingfavourto you.

Look then (but not proudly) at your outsideand inside. Seeand admirewhat providencehas
donefor you, andhow well it hasperformedthefirst servicethatit everdid for youin this world.

I Luther intertium precept

2 There are some members that m@ical, suchas the liver, heart, and brain ; in these placed the natural, vital,
and animal spirits; these spirits are carried by the vameaties, and nerves. The veins carry the natural spirits
from the liver, thearteries thevital spirits from the heart; the nerves the animafitgpfrom the brain. Other
membersare official, suchas the hands and feet; the superior rule the inferior,tlandnferior support the
superior.In wisdanyou have made them all

3 Commodiousaccommodatingspacious and convenient; roomy and comfortable.

4 Casket Small and often ornate box for holding jewels or other valuables.
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And yet, this wasnot all it did for you. Beforeyou sawthis world, it preserved/ou, aswell as
formedyou in the womb, or elseyou would havebeenlike thoseembryosJobspeaksof fiwhich
neversawthelighto (Job3:16). Abortivesgo for nothingin theworld, andtherearemultitudesof
them.Someneverhad a reasonablesoul breathednto them, but only the rudimentsand rough
draft of a body. Theseare notconsiderednen, but perishas the beastdoes.Othersdie in, or
shortly after they come out of the womb; and though their life was but a moment,yet that
momentbestowsan eternity upon them. Had this beenyour case,asit is the caseof millions,
then(supposingyour salvatior) you would have beeuntterly unserviceabléo Godin the world,;
nonewould havebeenthe betterfor you, nor would you have beerhe betterfor anyonein the
world. You would havebeenutterly incapableof all that good which throughoutyour life you
haveeitherdoneto others or havereceivedrom others.

And if we considerthe natureof that obscurdife we lived in the womb, how smallan accident
(hadit beenpermittedby providencé could haveextinguishedour life, like a bird in the shell?
Thereforewe camot help butadmirethe tendercare of providenceover us, and say with the

Psalmist:fiYou havecoveredmein my mothes wombo (Psal39:13) andnot only so,iBut you

arethe onethattook me out of the wombo (Psa22:9). He preserved/ou thereto the fullnessof

time, and when that time had come, he broughtyou safely throughmanifold hazardsinto that
placein theworld which He preparedor you from eternity.

The second performance ofprovidence z place and time of birth.

Il. The secondyreatperformanceof providencefor the peopleof God respectshe place and
time of their birth. Truly, this is no small concernto everyone of us, but of vastconsequence,
eitherto our good or evil, thoughit is little consideredoy mostmen.| am persuadedhat the
thoughtsof few Christianspenetratadeepenoughinto this providence but slide too slightly and
superficially over an abyssof greatmercy, rich and manifold mercy, wrappedin this gracious
performancef providencefor them.

Ah friends! Canyou think it is indifferent what part of the world the womb of naturehascast
you out into? Doesnothingdependuponwhat spotof the creation,or in what ageof the world,
your lot hasfallen?It may bethatyou havenot seriouslythoughtaboutthis matter.And because
this pointis so seldomtouched, will thereforedive a little more particularlyanddistinctly into
it. 1 will endeavouto warmyour affectionswith a representatiof the manyandrich benefits
you oweto this oneperformancef providenceor you.

We will considerit undera doublerespector relation, with respectto your presentcomfortin
thisworld, andasit relatesto your eternalhappinessn theworld to come.

This performanceof providencefor you very muchconcernsyour presencomfortin this world.
All theroomsin this greathouseare not alike; they are not alpleasantandcommodioudor its
inhabitants.You read of fithe dark placesof the earthp which fiare full of the habitationsof
crueltyo (Psa74:20) Many suchdismalplacesarefoundin the habitableearth.Whata vasttract
of theworld lies asa wastewilderness!

Supposeyour mothershad given birth toyou in America,amongthe savagelndianswho herd
togetherlike brutebeastsscorchedwith heat,and starvedwith cold, beingnaked,destitute and

20



defenselessHow poor, miserable andwithout earthly comfort and accommodationsare many
millions of the inhabitantsof this world What merciesdo you enjoy in respectto the amenity,
fertility, temperatureandcivility of the placeof your habitatior? A 1726Whatis it buta garden
enclosedoy a wilderness? may without partiality or vanity say thatGod has,evenby temporal
accounts,provided you with one of the healthiest,pleasantestand in all respectsthe best
furnishedroomin all the greathouseof this world. Hearwhat our own chroniclet saysof it: filt

is the fortunateisland, the paradiseof pleasurethe gardenof God; whosevalleysarelike Eden,
whosehills areasLebanonwhosespringsareasPisgahwhoserivers areasJordanwhosewall

is theoceanandwhosedefensas the Lord Jehovalo

You have beemrovidedwith necessaryand comfortableaccommodationkerefor your bodies,
thata greatpartof theworld is unacquaintedvith. It is notas bad fothe poorestamongus, asit
is saidto be for the poor Russiansywhosepoverty pinchesand biteswith suchsharpteeththat
their poorcry atthedoors:fiGive meandcut me! Give meandkill me!lo

Do not say that the barbarousationsexcel you becausehey possesghe minesof silver and
gold, which maybeyou think is enoughto makeup for all the otherinconveniencesf their life.

Alas, poor creatureslt would havebeenbetterfor themif their countryhadbroughtforth briars
andthorns,insteadof gold, silver, and preciousstonesfor this hasbeenthe occasionof ruining

all their othercomfortsin this world. This hasinvited their cruel avariciousenemiesnto thar

midst, underwhoseservitudethey groananddie without mercy;thousand®f themhavechosen
deathratherthanlife on the termstheyenjoyedit. And why might not your lot havefallen there
aswell aswhereit is? Are they not madeof the sameclay andendowedwith asgooda natureas
yourselves® whata distinctiondivine mercyhasmade wherenaturehasmadenone!Consider,
ungratefulman,you might havefallen into someof thoseregionswherea taintedair frequently
feedsthe jaws of deathto excessandwherethe inhabitantsdiffer little from the beastsn the
mannerof their living. But God hasprovidedfor you, andgiventhe poorestamongusfar better
accommodationsn life than are ordinarily provided to the greatestamong them. O what
providencehasdonefor you!

But all thatl havesaidis inconsiderablén comparisorwith the spiritual merciesandadvantages
you enjoy herefor your souls.O this is suchan advantageousastof providencefor you, that it
obligesa you to ahankfulacknowlegement ofit to all eternity.For let us heremakebut a few
suppositionsn the casebeforeus, andthe glory of providencewill shinelike a sunbeanfull in
your faces.

(1) Supposet had beenyour lot to havefallen in any of thosevast continentspossessedy
pagansand heathenst this day, who bow down to the stock of a tree,andworshipthe host of
heaven.This is the caseof millions, and millions of millions. For paganidolaters (as that
searchingscholarMr. Berewood informs us) not only fill the circumferenceof nine hundred
milesin Europe,but almostonehalf of Africa, morethanhalf of Asia, andalmostthe whole of
America.

1 John Speedilistory of Great Britain(or Chronicles.
2 Berewoods Enquiries chap.13. p.118 119.
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O how deplorableyour casewould havebeenif a paganidolatresshad given you birth, and
idolatry had beensuckedin with your motheizs milk! Then,in all probability, you would have
beenworshippingdevils at this day, andracing full speedin the direct roadto damnation for

thesearethe peopleof God3 wrath: fiPourout your fury uponthe heatherthatdo notknow you,

and upon the families that do not call upon your name (Jer 10:25) How dreadful is that
imprecationt againstthem, which takeshold of themandall thatis theirs! iConfoundedare all

those whaservegravenimages andboastof idolso (Psa97:7).

(2) Or supposeyour lot had fallen amongMahometang who next to pagansspreadover the
greatestractof the earth. Br thoughArabiabredthatuncleanbird, yet thatcagecould not long
containhim; for not only the Arabians,but the PersiansTurks, and Tartars,all bow their backs
underthatgrandimpostor This poisonhasdispersedtself throughthe veinsof Asia, overagreat
part of Africa, eventhe circumferenceof seventhousandmiles. And it does notstopthere,but
hastainteda considerablgartof Europealso.

O whatunhappymenandwomenyou would havebeenhadyour lot fallen here notwithstanding
the naturalamenityand pleasantnessf your native soil! You would then haveadoreda grand
impostor anddiedin afools paradiselnsteadof Gods living oraclesyou would havebeen,as
they now are, deceivedto your eternalruin with suchfond, mad andwild dreams Whoever
considerst would think the authorsof it had a greatemeedfor manaclesand fettersthan for

argument®r soberanswers.

(3) Or if neitherof thesehad beenyour lot, supposeyou had beenemptiedby the womb of

natureinto this little spotof the earthwhich is Christianizedby profession but nevertheless is

overrunfor the most part by popishidolatry and antiChristian delusions.What unhappymen
andwomen you would havebeenhadyou suckeda Popishbreast!For his peopleareto be the
subjectsof the vials of Godis wrath to be pouredout successivelyiponthem(Rev 16). And the
Scripturesin roundandplain languagetell us whattheir fate mustbe: fAnd for this cause God

shall sendthemstrongdelusion,so that they would believea lie, thatthey all might be damned
who did notbelievethetruth, buttook pleasuren unrighteousnesg2Thes2:11-12).

No, you might have fallen into the sameland which you now inhabit, and yet have had no
advantagdy it asto gainsalvationi if He thatchosethe boundsof your habitationhadnot also
graciouslyfideterminedhetime for you (Acts 17:26)

(4) Supposeyour lot hadfallen whereit is, during the paganstateof England,wherefor many
hundred of yearstherewere grossandvile idolaters.Thick darknessspreadover the peopleof
this island and, as in other countries,the devil was worshipped,and his lying oracleswere
zealouslybelieved.

Theshakingof thetop of Jupites oakin Dodonathe cauldronstruckwith therodin the handof
Jupitefs image,the laurelandfountainin Daphne? thesewerethe ordinanceson which the poor
deludedwretcheswaited. So too in this nationthey worshippedidols. The sunand moonwere

! Imprecation The act of callinglown a curse that invokes evil upon someone.
2 Mohammedan; a follower of tHslamic propheMuhammador Mahomet) a Muslim.
3 Vide Verstegads British Antiquities
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adoredas gods, togetherwith many abominableidols which our ancestorsvorshipped their
memorialsto this dayarenot quite obliteratedmongus

(5) Or supposeour lot had fallen in thoselater miserabledaysin which QueenMary sentso
many hundredgo heavenin afiery chariot,whenthe poor Protestantskulkedup anddown in

holesandwoodsto preservehemselvesrom popishinquisitorswho, like bloodhoundshunted
up anddownthroughall the cities, towns andvillagesof the nation,to seekout the poor sheep
of Christasprey.

But suchhasbeenthe specialcareof providencetowardsus, thatour turnto be broughtuponthe
stageof this world wasgraciouslyreservedor betterdaysi sothatif we hadourown option,we
could not have chosenbetter for ourselvesthan providencehas chosen We are not only
furnishedwith the bestroomin this greathouse but beforewe wereputinto it, it wassweptwith
the broomof nationalReformationfrom idolatry. Indeed it waswashedby the blood of martyrs
from its popishfilthiness,and adornedwith Gospellights, shiningwith asgreata lustrein our
daysasthey evershonein the apostle$ days You might havebeenbornin Englandfor many
ages,andnot havefound a Christianin it 7 indeed since Christianity was acknowledgedere
andnot havemeta Protestantin it. O whatan obligation providencehaslaid on you by sucha
merciful performancesthis for you!

If you objected fAll this indeedis true, but what has this to do witkternalsalvation?Do not
multitudesthat enjoy theseprivilegeseternally perish notwithstandinghemi indeed do they
not perishwith their sinandmiseryaggravaedbeyondothersinners®

True,theydo, andit is very sadthatit shouldbe so.Y etwe cannotdenythat itis a very fine and
singularmercyto be bornin sucha land,andat sucha time. For let us considerwhat helpsfor
their salvationmenenjoy here beyondwhatthey could enjoyif their lot hadfallen accordingto
the suppositionsnentionedoefore

(1) Herewe enjoy the ordinarymeansof salvation,which elsewherenenaredeniedand cut off

from. So that if any amongthe heathenare savedand broughtto Christ, it mustbe in some
miraculousor extraordinaryway. For fihow shall they believein him of whom they have not
heard,and how shall they hearwithout a preacher@ (Rom 10:14) Alas! If therewerea desire
awakenedn any of their heartsfor a Gospeldiscoveryof salvation,which ordinarily is not and
camot be rationally supposegdyet thesepoor creaturesnight travel from seato seato hearthe
Word, andyet notfind it. Whereasyou canhardly missthe opportunitiesof hearingthe Gospel.
Sermonsconfront you frequently, so that you can scarcelyshunor avoid the ordinancesand
instrumentof your salvation.And is this nothing?ChristevenforcesHimself uponus.

(2) Here,in this ageof theworld, the commonprejudicesagainsiChristianity areremovedby the
advantagat hasof a public professionamongthe people,and protectionby the laws of the
country.But if your habitationwasamongJews,Mahometanspr heathendolaters,you would

find Christ and Christianity the commondisgustof the country, everyonedefying and deriding
both nameandthing. Such you yourselveswould likely have been,if your birth and education
hadbeenamongthem. For you may observethat whateveris traditionally delivereddown from

father to son, everyone is fond of it, and zealousin its defense.The Jews, heathensand
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Mahometansare at this day so tenaciousabout their errors that with spitting, hissing, and
clappingof hands,andall othersignsof indignationandabhorrencethey chaseawayall others
from amongthem.

Is it not thena specialmercyto you to be castinto sucha countryandagewhere,asa learned
divine! observesthe true religion hasthe sameadvantageover every false one, asin other
countriesthey haveover it? Hereyou havethe presenceof preciousmeansandthe absenceof
soukdestroyingprejudices- two signalmercies.

(3) Here,in this ageof the world, Christianity confrontsyou assoonasyou are capableof any
senseor impressiorof religion; andso, by a happyanticipation,Christianityblocksthe passages
by which a falsereligion would otherwisecertainlyenter.Hereyou suckin the first notionsand
principlesof Christianitywith the mothets milk i andcertainlysucha prepossessiois a choice
advantageQuo semelestimbuta,recensservabitodoremtestadiu. (For manya daythe pot will
keepthe scentof that which it first held when freshly baked.)fiTrain up a child in the way he
shouldgo; andwhenheis old, hewill notdepartfrom ito (Prov22:6).

(4) Hereyou have,or may have,the helpandassistancef Christiansto directyour way, resolve
your doubts,supportyour burdens and help you throughthosedifficulties that attendthe new
birth. Alas! If apoorsoulhadanybeginningsor faint workingsandstirringsafter Christandtrue
religion in manyothercountries the handof everymanwould quickly be againsthim, andnone
would be found to relieve, assist or encourageas you may seein the exampleof Galeaciug
The nearestrelationswould, in that case,proveto bethe greatestenemies the country would
quickly hootat him asa monsterandcry: ffAway with the heretic to the prisonor stakeo

Whethertheseeventuallyprove blessingsto your soulsor not, | am certainthatin themselves
they are singularmerciesand helpsto salvationthat are deniedto millions besidesyou. Plato
whenhewasnearhis deathblesged God for threethings:thathe wasa manandnot a beastthat
hewasbornin Greeceandthathe wasbroughtup in thetime of Socrates. You hawauchmore
causeo admireprovidencethatyou aremenandnot beaststhatyou werebornin England,and
thatyou arebroughtup in Gospeldays.This is alandthatthe Lord hasspiedout for you, asit is
expressd in Eze 20:6, concerningthis, you have abundanicauseto say, asthe Psalmistdoes,
fAiThelineshavefallento mein pleasanplaces;jndeed | havea goodly heritag® (Psal6:6).

The third performance of providence z Heritage.

lll. Another performanceof providencewhich must be carefully noticed and weighedis the
designationof the stockand family out of which we shouldspring andrise. And truly this is of
specialconsiderationpoth as to our temporaland eternalgood. For whetherthe families in
which we grewup weregreator smallin Israel,whetherour parentswere of the higheror lower
classandrankamongmen,if theyfearedGodandworkedrighteousnessf theytook any careto
educateyou religiously andtrain you up fin the nurtureandadmonitionof the Lord,0 E°" 64then

1 Mr. Pinke.

2 John Cdvin gives a description of Galeacius Caracciolus in his commentary on Corinthians ). Galeacius
was the son of the Marquesse of \jieocourtier to Charles the Fifth; related by marriage to a Duke; a nephew
of the Pope; schooled in the superstitaddriPopery;andyetwhenat lasthe saw the truthheembraced it.
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you are boundto reckonit amongyour chief mercies,that you sprangfrom the loins of such
parentsfor from this spring a doublestreamof mercyrisesto you.

(1) Temporaland externalmerciesto your outward man. You cannothelp but know that as
godlinessentailsa blessing,so wickednessand unrighteousnesentail a curseupon posterity.
You have arninstanceof the formerin Gen17:1820; andyou haveon the contrary the warning
in Zech5:4. Andyou havebothtogetherin this passageiThe curseof the LORD is in the house
of the wicked; but he bles®sthe habitationof the justo (Prov 3:33). It is true that both of these
imply thatthe childrentreadin the stepsof their parentgEze 18). But how frequentlyit is seen
thatwicked menbreedvain andwicked childreni sothatit is saidof Abijam, fiandhe walkedin
all the sinsof his father,which he had donebeforehimo (1Kng 15:3). So the curseis entailed
from generatiorto generationTo escapehis curseis a choiceprovidence

(2) But especiallytake notice what a streamof spiritual blessingsand merciesflows from this

providenceto theinnerman.O, it is no commonmercyto descendrom piousparents Someof

us not only owe our naturalllife to them, as instrumentsof our beings,but our spiritual and
eternallife also.It wasno smallmercyto Timothy to be descendefrom suchprogenitorq2Tim

1:5), norto Augustinethathe hadsucha motherasMonica,who plantedin his mind the precepts
of life with herwords, wateredthemwith hertears,and nourishedthemwith her example.We

will inspectthis mercya little more particularly,andin doing sowe will find manifold mercies
containedn it.

Whata mercyit wasto usto haveparentghat prayedfor us beforethey hadus,aswell asin our

infancy, whenwe could not prayfor ourselvesAbrahamdid thus(Gen15:2)andHannah(1Sam
1:10-11), and probablysomehereare the fruits and effects of their parent$ prayers.This was
thatholy coursethey continuedall their daysfor you, carryingall your concernsgspeciallyyour

eternalones beforethe Lord with their own; andpouringout their soulsto God so affectionately
for you, whentheir eyestringsandheartstringswerebreaking.O putavalueuponsuchmercies,
for theyarepreciouslt is agreatemercyto descendrom prayingparentghanfrom theloins of

nobles.SeeJols piouspractice(Job1:5).

What a specialmercyit wasto usto havethe excrescencesf corruptionnippedin the bud by
their pious and careful discipline! We now understandvhat a critical and dangerousseason
youthis, the wonderfulproclivity of thatageto everythingthatis evil. Why elsearethey called
youthful lusts (2Tim 2:22)? When David asks:fiHow shall a youngmancleansehis wayd it is
plainly enoughimplied in the very questionthat the way he takeslies throughthe pollutions of
theworld in his youth (Psal19:9) Whenyou find David prayingthat God would finot remember
the sinsof my youthd (Psa25:7), andJobbitterly complainingthat God fimademeto possesshe
iniquities of my youthd (Job13:26) surelyyou cannothelp but reflectwith a very thankfulheart
upon those happy meansby which the corruption of your nature was happily prevented,or
restrainedn your youth.

(3) And how great a mercy it was that we had parentswho carefully instilled the good
knowledgeof God into our soulsin our tenderyears?How diligent Abrahamwasin this duty
(Gen18:19) andDavid (1Chr28:9) Someof ushadparentsvho might sayto us,asthe apostle
did, iMy little childrenof whom | travail in birth againuntil Christis formedin youo (Gal 4:19).
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As theylongedfor usbeforethey hadus, andrejoicedin uswhentheyhadus, sothey could not
endureto think thatwhenthey could haveusno more,the devil would. As theythoughtno pains,
care or costweretoo muchto feedour bodies,clotheandhealthem;sotheythoughtno prayers,
counselspr tears,weretoo muchfor our souls,that they might be saved.They knew a parting
time would comebetweernthemandus, andstrived to makeit aseasyandcomfortablefor them
astheycould, by leavingusin Christandwithin the blessedondof His covenant.

They were not glad that we had health andyet indifferent whetherwe hadgrace.Theyfelt the
miseriesof our soulsasmuchasof our bodies;andnothingwasmoredesirablethanthey might
sayin thegreatday, fiLord, herel am andthe childrenwhich you havegivenmeg e 213

(4) And was it not a specialfavour to us to have parentsthat went before us as patternsof
holiness,andbeatthe pathto heavenfor us by their exampleshey could sayto us: fido those
things you have heardand seenin med (Php 4:9); and fibe followers of me, as| also am of
Chrisd (1Cor 11:1). The parent$life is the childé copy.! O, it is no commonmercyto havea
fair copy setbeforeus, especiallyin the molding age;we saw what they did, aswell asheard
what they said. It was Abrahan@&s commendationfithat he commandedhis children and his
householdafter him, to keepthe way of the LORD.0 ¢®" 1819And someof us have had such
merciesalso.

Ah, my friends,let me begyou thatyou will takespecialnoticeof this providencewhich wasso
graciouslyworkedfor you; andthatyour heartsmay be morethoroughlywarmedin the senseof
it; compareyour conditionwith others,andseriouslyconsiderthefollowing.

(1) How many childrenthereare amongus that are drawn headlongto hell by their cruel and
ungodlyparentswho teachthemto curseandswearassoonasthey canspeak!Thereare many
families in which little otherlanguages heardbut the dialectof hell. These like old logs and
small twigs, are preparingfor the fire of hell wherethey mustburn together.Of suchchildren

that Scripture Psa49:19, will one day be verified, unlessthey repent: fiHe shall go to the
generatiorof his fathers;theyshallneverseelighto.

(2) And how many families thereare, thoughnot so profane,who still bring up their children
vainly andsensuallyas inJob 21:11 theytake no carewhatbecomef their souls,so long as
they providefor their bodies!lf they canbutteachthemto carrytheir bodies,it makesno matter
if the devil actuats their souls.If they canbutleavethemlands or monies,theythink they have
very fully dischargedheir duties.O, what languagesuchparentsand childrenwill greeteach
otherwith atthejudgmentseat,andin hell forever!

(3) And how manytherearewho aremoresober andyet hatethe leastappearancesf godliness
in their children.Insteadof cherishingit, they do all they canto breakbruisedreedsandquench
smokingflax, to stifle and stranglethe first appearanceand offers they maketowardsChrist!
They would ratheraccompanythemto their gravesthanto Christ, doing all that lies in them,
Herodlike, to kill Christin the cradld Ma'216 Ah sirs, you little know what mercyyou enjoy or
haveenjoyedin godly parentsandwhata goodlot providencecastfor you in this affair of your
bodiesandsouls.

12Chr 20.32; Eph 5.1; Php 2.20, 22.
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If any object thatthis wasnot their case thatthey hadlittle help heavenwardrom their parents,
thento suchl reply asfollows.

(1) If you hadlittle furtheranceyet own it asa specialprovidencethatyou hadno hindrance;
or

(2) If you hadopposition,yet admirethe graceof Godin pluckingyou out from amongthem
by a wonderfuldistinguishinghandof mercy®¢ 32andkeepingalive the languishingsparks
of graceamidstthe floods of opposition.

(3) And learnfrom this that if Godgives you a posterityof your own, be asstrictandcareful
of your family duties,asyou haveacutelyfelt thelack of it in yourselves.

But seeingthat sucha train of blessinggboth asto this life andthatto come)follows upona
holy educationof children, I will not dismissthe point till | have dischargedmy duty in
exhortingparentsandchildrento their duties.

And first, for you thatareparents or to whomthe educatiornof childrenis committed,| beseech
you to mind theduty which lies onyou. Thatl may effectuallypressit, considerthese things:

(1) How nearthe relationis betweenyou and your children, and thereforehow muchyou are
concernedn their happinessor misery. Considerbut the Scriptureaccountof the dearnesof
suchrelationsexpressedby longingsfor them(Gen15:2 30:1), by our joy whenwe havethem
asChristexpresse# (John16:21) the high value seton them (Gen42:38) the sympathywith
themin all their troubles(Mark 9:22) andby our sorrowat partingfrom them(Gen37:35) Now
shall all this be to no purpose?or to what purposedo we desirethem beforewe havethem,
rejoicein themwhenwe havethem,value them so highly, sympathizewith them so tenderly,
grievefor their deathso excessivelyif in the meantimeno careis takenas towhatshallbecome
of themto eternity?

(2) How God haschargedyou with their souls,aswell astheir bodies. Thigppeardy precepts
that aredirectly laid uponyou (Deut 6:6, 7; Eph 6:4) and by preceptghat arelaid on themto
obeyyou (Eph6:1) 1 which plainly impliesyour duty aswell asexpressetheirs

(3) What will comfort you at the time of their parting, if they die throughyour neglectin a
Christlesscondition?0 this is the cutting considerationMy child is in hell, and| did nothingto
preventt! | helpedhim there.A duty that isdischargeds the only root of comfortin thatday.

(4) If you neglectto instructthemin theway of holinesswill thedevil neglectto instructthemin
the way of wickednessNo, no, if you will notteachthemto pray, hewill teachthemto curse,
swear andlie. If thegroundis uncultivatedweedswill springup.

(5) If the seasonof their youth is neglected how little probability is there of any good fruit

afterwards?/outh is the molding age(Prov 22:6). How few areconvertedn old age?A twig is
broughtto anyform, butgrownlimbs will notbend.
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(6) You areinstrumentalcausesof all their spiritual misery, and that comesby generationand
imitation. Theylie spiritually deadof the plaguewhich you broughthomeamongthem:fiBehold,
| wasshapd in iniquity, andin sin my motherconceivel [or warmed meo (Psa51:5)

(7) Thereis nonein theworld solikely asyou to be instrumentsof their eternalgood.You have
peculiaradvantageshat no one elsehas;suchasthe interestyou havein their affections;your
opportunitiego instill the knowledgeof Christinto them,beingwith themdaily (Deut6:7); and
your knowledgeof their characterlf thereforeyouneglectt, who shallhelpthem?

(8) Theconsideratiorof the greatday shouldmoveyour emotions tgity them.O remembethat
text: AAnd | sawthe deadsmall and greatstandbefore Godd (Rev 20:12) What a sadthing it
will beto seeyour dearchildrenat Christs left hand?0O friends,do your utmostto preventthis
misery.fiKnowing theterrorof the Lord, we persuadeneno 2¢°" 511

And you, children, especiallyyou that sprangfrom religious parents. beseectyou, obeytheir
counsels andtreadin the stepsof their pious exampleg To pressthis, | offer the following
considerations:

(1) Your disobediencéo themis a resistingof God authority: iChildren,obeyyour parentsn
the Lordo (Eph 6:1). Thereis the command. ‘bur rebellionthereforerunshigherthanyou think.
It is not man,but Godthatyou disobey;andfor your disobediencé&odwill punishyou. It may
bethattheir tendernessvill notallow them,or you havegrownbeyondtheir correction.All they
candois complainto God,andif so,He will handleyou moreseverelythantheycoulddo.

(2) Your sin is greaterthanthe sin of youngheathensandinfidels; andso your accountwill be
also.O it would havebeenbetter,if you areawickedchild, thatyou werethe offspringof savage
Indians, no, of beasts,than of such parents.So many of your parends counselsthat were
disobeyedso manyhopesandprayershat werdrustratedwill turnto sadaggravations.

(3) It is usualwith God to retaliatein kind for mers disobedienceo their parents,commonly
our own childrenwill payusbackfor it. | havereadfrom a graveauthor of awickedwretchthat
draggedhis fatheralongthe house.The fatherbeggedhim not to draghim beyondsucha place
for, hesaid | draggedmy fatherno further.Oh, the sad,butjust retributionsof God!

And for you in whoseheartsgracehasbeenplantedby the blessingof education] beseeclyou
to admireGod3s goodnesgo you in this providence O what a happylot God hascastfor you!
How few childrenarepartakerf your mercies!

Seethatyou honoursuchparentsthetie is doubleuponyou soto do. Be thejoy of their hearts,
andthe comfort of their lives, if they arealive. If not, remembethe mercywhile you live, and
treadin their piouspath,thatyou andthey may both rejoicetogethenn the greatday, andbless
Godfor eachotherto all eternity.

1Exo0 20.12; Eph 6.1; Col 2.20; Prov 1.8; Prov-4.1
22Chr 20.32; Php 2.20; 1Cor 4.15, 11.1; Heb 6.12; 2Th 3.9.
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Chapter 3 z The Work of Conversion

The fourth performance of providence z Conversion.

The next remarkable performance mbvidencefor the people of God, is with respect to its
ordering the occasions, instruments, and means of their conversion.

IV. Providenceshines forth in nothing more gloriously in this world than in ordering the

occasionsjnstrumentsand meansof conversionof the peopleof God. However skillfully its

hand had moulded your bodies, however tenderly it had preservedthem and however
bountifully it had providedfor them;if it had not also orderedsomemeansor other for your

conversionthenall the formerfavoursandbenefitsit haddonefor you meantlittle. This, O this,

is the most excellentbenefityou everreceivedfrom its hand.You are moreindebtedto it for

this, thanfor all your othermercies. And in explainingthis performanceof providencel cannot
help but think your heartsmust be deeplyaffected.This is a subjectwhich every gracedheart
lovesto steepits thoughtsin. It is certaintythe sweeteshistorythatthey everrepeatedtheylove

to think andtalk of it. The placeswhere,andinstrumentsy whom, this work waswroughtare
exceedinglydearto themfor the worké sake. Indeedit is dearto that degreethat, for many
yearsafter, their heartshavemeltedwhenthey havebut passedccasionallyby thoseplacesor

but seenthe facesof thosepersonghat were usedasinstrumentsan the handof providencefor

their good.Just @ no doubtJacolds Bethelwas everafter that night sweetto his thoughts(Gen
48:3), soothersaintshavehadtheir Bethelsaswell. O blessedlacestimes,andinstrumentsiO

the deep,sweetimpressionsneverto be erasedut of the memoryor heart,thatthis providence
hasmadeuponthoseon whom it workedthis blessedeffect at the yearsof discretiont andin a
moreperceptiblevay!

But lest any poor soul be discouragedby the display of this providencebecausehe cannot
remembethetime, place,instrumentsand mannerwhenandby which conversionwasworked
in him, I will premisethis necessarglistinction,to preventinjury to some while | designbenefit
to others.

Conversion,asto the subjectsof it, may be consideredwo ways; either asit is more clearly
workedin personf riperyearswho in their youthful daysweremore profaneandvile; or upon
persondn their tenderyears,into whoseheartsgracewas moreimperceptiblyandindiscernibly
instilled by GodBs blessinguponpiouseducationln theformersort,the distinctactsof the Spirit
in illuminating, convincing, humbling, drawing them to Christ, and sealingthem are more
evidentanddiscernible.In the latter, theseare more obscureand confused.They canremember
that God gavetheman esteemandliking for godly personsgcarefor their duty, and conscience
aboutsin; but asto the time, place,instrumentsand mannerof the work, they cangive only a
slenderaccountof them. However,if the work is savinglyworkedin them,thereis no reason
they shouldbe troubledbecauséhe circumstancesf it arenot so evidentto themastheyareto
others. Let the substanceand reality of the work appear,and thereis no reasonto trouble
yourselvedecausef thelack of evidenceof suchcircumstances.

1 The age ofudgingright from wrong typically 13 years of age. The Jews celebrab@aamitzvahthen.
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But wherethe circumstancess well as substancere clearto a man, whenwe canrecall the
time, place,andinstrumentby whom that work waswrought,it mustbe exceedinglysweet,and
theycannothelpbutyield afreshdelightto the souleverytime theyarereflectedupon.

Therearemany of the following occasionswvhich, it may be, we took for stragglerswhenthey
first happened to ydut they provedto be scoutssentout from the main body of providence
which theymakeway for.

Now thereare variousthingsin thoseprovidences regardingthis work, which are exceedingly
sweetandcaptivating namely:

1. Thewonderfulstrangenesand unaccountableness thework of providencean castingusinto
the way and ordering the occasionsjndeed the minutestcircumstancesboutthis work. Thus
you find that the Eunuch,at the very instantwhen he was readingthe prophetlsaiah had an
interpreter,one amonga thousandwho joins his chariotjust ashis mind was preparedoy a fit
occasiorto receivethefirst light of the knowledgeof Christ(Acts 8:26-30).

And how strangewas that change(howeverfar it went) for Naamanthe Syrian as recorded in
2Kng 5:1-4, thatthe Syrians in their incursioninto Israel, vould bring awaythis girl (likely her

beautywasthe inducementandpresenterto Naamais wife [as a servantjandthat she would
relateto her[mistress]the powerof God thataccompaniedhe propheti thoughyou find in that

particularcasetherehadneverbeenaninstancgof such healingbefore(Luke 4:27).2 Doubtless
thiswhole affair wasguidedby the signaldirectionof providence

Sotoo for the conversionof the Samaritansit is observedthat Christ mustgo that way (John
4:4)7 it lay juston theroadbetweenJudeaandGalileei andatthe sixth hour, i.e., highnoon,he
restshimself at Jacolds well, still seemingto haveno otherdesignbut his own refreshmenby
sitting and drinking there.But O what a train of blessedprovidencs follow this eventwhich
seemedo be onlyanaccidentakhing! First the womanof Samariaandthenmanymorein that
city arebroughtto believein Christ, as you find iverse29 and41.

It is notedby Melchior Adamsin the Life of Junius® how much of an atheisthe was in his
youngeryears;but in orderto bring abouthis conversionto God, first a wonderful preservation
of his life in a public tumult at Lyons in Francemust take place, which forcesfrom him the
acknowledgmenbf a Deity. Then his father sendsfor him to comehome and with much

12 Kings 5:1Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and honorable man in the eyes
of his master, because by him the LORD had given victo§ytia. He was also a mighty man of valbut a
leper.2 And the Syrians had gone out on raids, and had brought back captive a young girl from the land of
Israel. She waited on Naant@arwife.® Then she said to her mistreéi,only my mastemwerewith the prophet
who is in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprasiyAnd Naamanwent in and told his master, saying,
fiThus and thus said the girl wiefrom the land of Israed.

2 Luk 4:27 fAnd there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elishgtbphet; and none of them was cleansed,
but only Naaman the Syrian.

3 Melchior Adamd Vitae Theal [Lives of Modern Theologiahspart 2. p. 194Melchior Adams (15451604)
Professor of Rhetoriat HeidelbergFranciscus Junius(15451602) a famed Huguenot scholar and theologian
who refuted Arminiuéclaim that predestination makes God the Author of Sin.
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gentlenespersuadesim to readthe ScripturesHe lights uponthefirst epistleof John,andwith
it he feels a divine supernaturamajestyand power seizing his soul, which broughthim to a
completeconversionto JesusChrist. Thus, as the woman of Tekoatold David, God devises
meango bring backHis banished2Sam14:14)

Lavatertells us that many Spanishsoldiersgoing into the wars of Germanywere convertedto
Christthereby goinginto the citiesandtownswherethere weregodly ministersandChristians.

RobertBolton! thoughan excellentscholar,wasin his youngeryearsa very irreligious person
anda jeererof holy men;but beingcastinto the companyof godly Mr. Peacockhewasbrought
to repentancéy him andproveda famousinstrumentin the Churchof Christ.

A scrapof paper,accidentallycominginto view, hasbeenusedas an occasionfor conversior?.
This wasthe caseof a ministerin Wales,who hadtwo livings, but took little careof eitherone
Being at a fair, he boughtsomethingat a peddle& stall, and tore off a leaf of Mr. Perkin®
Catechisnto wrapit in; readingaline or two in it, Goddroveit homesothatit did thework.

The marriageof a godly man into a carnal family has beenorderedby providencefor the
conversionand salvationof many in that family Thus we readin the life of that renowned
Englishworthy, JohnBruen? thatin his secondmarriageit was agreedthat he shouldhaveone
yeaiGs time in his motherin-laws house.During his abodetherethat yearthe Lord was pleased
by this meansto graciouslywork uponher soul, and alsoupon his wifeé sisterand half-sister,
andtheir brothersWilliam andThomasox, with oneor two of theservantsn thatfamily.

The readingof a goodbook hasbeenthe meansof bringing othersto Christ. And thuswe find
manyof the Germandivinesconvertedoy readingLutherts books;indeed it is morestrange that
Sleyden,in his Commentarytells us that Vergerius? thoughhe was an eye and ear witnessto
thatdoleful caseof Spira® which onewould think shouldmovea stone yet hestill continuedso
firm to the popds interestthatwhenhefell into somesuspicionamongthe cardinals heresolved
to purgehimself by writing a book againstthe GermanapostatesBut as he readthe Protestant
books, out of no other designbut to confutethem, and wa weighing the argumentshe was
himselfconvincedandbroughtto Christ. Finding himselfthusovercomeby thetruth, heimparts
his convictionto his brother,alsoa zealouspapist. This brotherdeploresthe misery of his case
andseeksto reclaimhim; but Vergeriusentreatinghim to weigh well the Protestanarguments,
his brotheralsoyields And so both immediatelygavethemselvego preachingjustification by
thefreegraceof Godthroughthebloodof Christ.

1 Robert Bolton (15721631), described as the greatest classical scholar of his time. Auffioe &fractice of Piety

2 GilesFirmin, Real Christian(Dorman Newman pub., London, 16748)119.Puritanminister and physician (1614
1697); ousted from his pulpit in the Great Ejectidri662 adeacon irFirst Church in Bostan

3 John Bruen (1560 1625) English Puritan, celebratéat his piety. Bruen maintained a preacher at his own house,
and later maintained one for the parish. Bisdrouse became a gathering place of celebrated Puritans

4 SleydenComment p. 479.Pier (also: Pietro) Paolo Vergerio (c. 1498565)Italian religious reformer

5 Perhaps the most wideknown example of despair in ti&" and 17" centuies was the case of an Italian lawyer
Francis Spira. In 1548, Spira converted to Lutheranism and began to spread the Lutheran message to others.
Unde pressure from the Catholic Church, however, he renounced his Protestant faith. He then became
convinced that he was a reprobate, destined for hell. The story of Spira spread throughout Europe, surfacing in
sermons and treatises dealing with desplatitp://history.hanover.edu/courses/excerpts/260spira.html
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Indeed not only readinga book or hearinga minister, but which is mostremarkablethe very
mistakeor forgetfulnessf a ministerhasbeenimprovedby providencefor this endandpurpose.
Oncepreachingo his congregationAugustineforgot the argumentwhich hefirst proposed,and
attackedthe error of the Manicheas? besidehis first intention. By this discourse he converted
his hearer,Firmus, who fell down at his feet weepingand confessingthat he had lived as a
Manichearfor manyyears.

Another| knewwho, going to preach pickedup a different Bible thanhe intended. Havasput
to somelossby it T not only missinghis notes but the chapterin which his text lay. But aftera
short pausehe resolvedto speakon any other Scripturethat might be presentedo him and
accordinglyreadthis text: fiThe Lord is not slack concerninghis promise,as somemen count
slackness (2Pet3:9). And thoughhe had nothing preparedthe Lord helpedhim to speakboth
methodicallyand pertinently from it. By this discoursea graciouschangewas worked upon
som@nein the congregatiorwho hassincegiven goodevidenceof a soundconversion andhe
acknowledgedhatthis sermonwasthefirst andonly meansof it.

The accompanimenof othersin a neighbourlyvisit hasbeenruled overto the sameend. Thus
many of the Jewsaccompaniedary to Bethany,intendingonly to showtheir civil respectput
therethey metChrist,sawthethingswhich He did, andbelievedon Him (John11:45)

Firmin tells us® of one who lived many yearsin a town where Christ had been as clearly
preachedhsin anytownin England.This man,whenhewasaboutseventysix yearsof age,went
to visit a sick neighbor.fiA Christianfriend of mined saysmy author,ficameto seehim alsa
And finding this old manthere,whom he judgedto be som@newho lived uponhis own stock,
civility, goodworks, etc.,he purposelybegan a discourse to shtnow manypersondived upon
their duties,but nevercameto Christ. The old mansitting by the bedsideheardhim; and God
was pleasedto convincehim that he was sucha person,who had lived upon himself without
Christto thatday; andthis manwould sayafterwardsfad| diedbeforethreescoreandsixteen,|
would haveperishedfor I did not know Christd 0

Commiting a godly manto prisonhasbeenthe methodof providenceto savethe soul of a poor
prison guardSo Paulwas madea prisonerto makehis guarda spiritual freeman(Acts 16:27
34). Dr. Barnesin QueenMaryé dayshad similarsuccessafterwardshe celebratedhe Lordds
Suppelin prisonwith his convertedckeeper.

The scatteringof ministersand Christiansby persecutiorfrom citiesandtownsinto theignorant
and barbarougpartsof the country, hasbeenthe way of providenceto find andbring hometo
JesuLhristsomelost sheepghatwerefoundthere(Acts 8:1,4). Similar signalevens have since
followed uponthe scatteringof godly ministers,of which therearemanyoutstandingnstancest
thisday.

1 Possidonius in vita Augustini, capb.

2 ManichaeismA religion founded by Manes in the third century; a synthesis ofa&brian dualism between light
and dark, Babylonian folklore, Buddhist ethics, and superficial elements of Christianity.

3 Firmin, ibid. pp. 9798.
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A servantrunningaway from his master(probablyfor no otherreason tharo live anidle life),

falls into suchplacesand compaty as providenceorders {n a designunknownto him). Heis

therebybroughtto becomethe servantof Christ. This wasthe very caseof OnesimusHe ran
away from his masterPhilemonto Romewhere by a strangeprovidence(possiblyout of mere
curiosity to seethe prisoner$, hefalls into Pauts hands who broughhim to Christin his bonds
(Phm10-16).

Going to heara sermonin jesthasprovedsomemerts conversionn earnestThe abovenamed
Mr. Firmin tells us of a notoriousdrunkardwhom the drunkardscalled fifatheid that one day
intendedto to hearwhat Wilson said?! out of no otherdesign,it seemsput to scoff at that holy

man. But in the prayerbeforethe sermonhis heartbeganto thaw. And when Wilson readhis

text, iSin no more,lesta worsething cometo youo (John5:14), he could not containhimself. h

that sermon the Lord changechis heart,thoughhe wasso bitter an enemythat the ministeron

lecturedayswasafraid to go pasthis shopdoorto church.fiBehold,theseare partsof his ways,
buthow smallaportionis knownof him? (Job 26:14.

Droppingsomegraveandweighty word accidentallyin the presencef vain carnalpersonsthe
deathof a husbandywife, or child, a fit of sicknesspr a thousandothersimilar occasionshave
beenimprovedby providenceo the conversiorof souls.

And no lessremarkableand wonderful are the designsof providencein orderingthe removals
andgoverningthe movementsf ministersfrom placeto place,for the conversiornof souls.Thus
it often carriesthemto placeswheretheydid notintendto goi God, unknownto them,having
someelectvesselgherewho mustbe calledby the Gospel

ThusPauland Timothy, a sweetandlovely pair, whenthey weretravelingthroughPhrygiaand
Galatia,wereforbiddento preachthe Word in Asia, which their mindswereinclinedto do(Acts
16:6). And whenfithey attemptedo go into Bithynia, the Spirit did not allow thero (verse7).
But amanof Macedoniaj.e.,anangelin the shapeor habitof a manof thatcountry,appearedo
Paulin avision andaskedhim to, iComeoverinto Macedoniaandhelpusd (verse9). And there
Godoperedtheheartof Lydia (Acts 16.14)

| knewa piousminister,now with God, who falling in his studyupona very rousingsubjectthat
was intendedfor his own congregationwas strongly movedwhen he finishedto go to a rude,
vile, profanepeopleaboutfive miles off andfirst preachit to them. After manywrestlings with
himself, and not willing to quenchany motion that might come from the Spirit of God, he
obeyedandwentto this people. Theythenhadno ministerof their own, andfew daredto come
amongthem. There, eyondall expectationthe Lord opered a door i severalprofaneones

1 Probably John Wilson (c.1591667), Puritan minister of the First Church of Boston (along with John Cotton)
from its beginnings in Charlestown in 1630 until his death in 1667. He was an attending minister during the
execution of Mary Dyer in 1660, a parishioner whegohedQuakerism against thHeuritanlaws of the colony.
Another Quaker parishioner, Anne Huittson, hostedlarge groups of followers in her home. She criticized
Wilsoné strict orthodoxyand denounced creeds and ordination. Bigalighted every difference in teaching
between Wilson and Cottoher mentor This led to a split in the church, and to fk&inomian Controversy
(1636:1638). Hutchinson was eventually tried and banished from the callmmg with her brothetin-law,

John Wheelwright. Afterward, Wilson and Cotton worked together to heal the doctrinal and scial thi
churchwhichthese two womehadfomented.
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receivedChristin that place Theyengagedhis ministerto give a weekly lectureamongthem,
from which manysoulswerewonto God.

This sameholy manat anothertime, beingon a journey, passedy a companyof vain persons
who werewrestlingon a greennearthe road. Justashe camenearthe place oneof themthrew
his antagonistand stoodtriumphingin his own strengthandactivity. This goodmanrodeup to
them,andturning his speecho this person,told him: fiFriend,| seethatyou area strongman;
but let not the strongmanglory in his strength’®" °23Y ou mustknow thatyou arenot to wrestle
with flesh and blood, but with principalitiesand powers,and spiritual wickednes$P" 612 How
sadit would be if Satanat last tripped the heelsof your hope,and overthrav you eternaly!o
After abouta quarterof an houiés seriousdiscourseon this subject,heleft themandwenton his
journey. But this discoursamadesuchanimpressionthatthe personhadno resttill he confided
his troubleto a godly minister,who wisely following the work uponthis mars soul, sawat last
theblessedssueof it in the graciouschangeof this person afterwardsthe mangavethe minister
ajoyful accountof it. O how unsearchabléthe methodof providencearein this matter!

No, whatis yet morewonderfulis thatthe providenceof God hassometimesrderedthe very
maliceof Satanandthe wickednesf menasoccasios to doeternalgoodto their souls.l shall
give thereadera very memorableexampleof this here,faithfully relatingwhat, not manyyears
past,occurredn my own observatiorin this place,to theastonishmenof manyspectators.

In the year 1673, therecameinto this port' a ship of Poole,on her returnfrom Virginia. In this
ship was somene from that place,a lusty young man of twenty-threeyearsof age,who was
surgeonin the ship. This personfell into a deepmelancholyon the voyage which the devil
greatlyimprovedto servehis own designfor the ruin of this poor man.However,it pleasedhe
Lord to restrainthe manfrom any attemptsuponhis own life until he arrived here.But shortly
afterhis arrival, on the Lordé day, earlyin the morning(beingin bedwith his brothe), hetook a
knife preparedor thatpurposeandcut his own throat, and thefeaptout of the bed Thoughthe
woundwasdeepandlarge,but thinking it might not dispatchhis wretchedlife soonenough he
desperatelyhrustthe knifeinto his stomach andso he lay wallowing in his own blood till his
brother awakeningmadea cry for help. Immediately aftera physiciananda surgeorcomingin,
found the woundin his throatmortal; all they could do at presentwas to stitch it and apply a
plasterwith the intentto enablehim to speakfor a little while, ratherthanexpecting acure;for
beforethat, he breathedhroughthewoundandhis voicewasinarticulate.

| found him in this conditionthat morning. Apprehendinghat he was withira few minutesof

eternity, | labouredto work uponhis heartthe senseof his condition. | toldhim | hadbut little

time to do anything for him, and therefore| desiredhim to let me know what his own
apprehensionsf his presentcondition were. He told me he hopedin God for eternallife. |

replied that | fearedhis hopeswereill -grounded,for the Scripturetells us: iNo murdererhas
eternallife abiding in him.0 °"" 315Byt this was seltmurder, the grossestof all murders
Insisting on the aggravationand heinousnes®f the fact, | perceivedthat his vain confidence
beganto fall, andsomemelting of his heartappearedHe thenbeganto lamenthis sinandmisery
with manytearsandaskedmeif theremight yet be hopefor onewho haddestroyechimselfand
shedhis own blood. | replied,the sin indeedis greatbut not unpardonableandif the Lord gave

1 Dartmouth.
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him repentanceainto life, andfaith to apply to JesusChrist, it would certainly be pardonedfor
him. Finding him unacquaintedvith thesethings,| explainedto him the natureand necessityof
faith and repentancewhich he greedily suckedin; andwith greatvehemencée cried to God
thatHe would work themuponhis soul. Heentreatedne alsoto praywith him andfor him, that
it might be so.| prayedwith him andthe Lord exceedinglythawedhis heartin thatduty. He was
loatheto partwith me, but the dutiesof the day necessitad me leaving him. | briefly summed
up whatwasmostnecessaryn my partingcounseito him andtook my leave,neverexpectingto
seehim morein this world. But beyondmy own andall merds expectationhe continuedall that
day andpantedmostardentlyafter JesusChrist. No discoursepleasechim but Christ andfaith,
andl found him in this framein the evening.He rejoicedgreatlyto seeme againandentreated
me to continuemy discoursesiponthesesubjects;and after all this he told me: fiSir, the Lord
hasgiven me repentancdor this sin; At 11-18indeed andfor everyothersin. | seethe evil of sin
now, as| neversawit before.O, | loathemyself 7°° 426] amavile creaturén my own eyes!l do
also believe; Lord, help my unbelief Mk 924 | am heartily willing to take Christ upon His own
terms.Only one thing troublesme. | doubtthis bloody sin will be pardonedWill JesusChrist
apply His blood to me that hasshedmy own blood?® | told him Christ shedHis blood evenfor
those whowith wicked handshad shedthe blood of Christi andthatwasa sin of deeperguilt
thanhis. iWell,0 he said il will throw myselfuponChrist.Let him do by mewhathewill. 6 And
sol partedwith him thatnight.

Next morningthe woundswereto be openedandthenthe opinion of the surgeonsvasthat he
would immediatelyexpire. Accordingly, at his desire,| camethat morningandfound him in a
mostseriousframe.| prayedwith him; andthenthe woundin his stomachwasopened. B this

time the ventricleitself wasswollenout of the orifice of thewound it lay like alivid discoloured
tripe uponhis body andit wasalsocutthroughi sothatall concludedt wasimpossiblefor him

to live. Howeverthey stitchedthe woundin his stomachgenlargedhe orifice andbathedit, and
workedit backinto his body. Sitching up the skin, theyleft him to the disposalof providence

But soit wasthat both the deepwoundin his throatandthis woundin his stomachhealed And
themoredangerousvoundthatsin hadmadeuponhis soulwas,| trust, effectuallyhealedalso.l

spentmany hourswith him in that sicknessand after his returnhome,| receivedthis account
from Mr. SamueHardy,a ministerin thattown, partof which | shalltranscribe.

Dear Sir,

| wasmuchtroubledat the sadprovidencean your town, but rejoiced muchthat he fell into such
handsfor his bodyand soul. Youhavetakengreatpainswith him,and| hopeto goodpurposel

thinkif evera greatandthoroughwork weredonein sucha way, it is now; andif neverthe like
was donel am persuadedthat now it is. Never grow weary of such good works. One such
instanceis, | think, enoughto makeyouaboundin thework of theLord all your days...

O how unsearchabléhe ways of providencein leadingmento Christ! Let nonebe encouraged
by this to sin sothatgracemay abound?°™ 81 Thesearerareandsingularinstancef the mercy
of God,andthey aresuchthatno presumptuousinnercanexpectto find them It is only recited
hereto thehonourof providencewhich worksfor therecoveryof sinnersin waysthatwe do not
understand.
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2. Just & providenceorders very strangeoccasionsto awakenand arousesoulsat first, so it
worksno lesswonderfullyin carrying onthework to perfection.It doesthis in two ways.

First, by reviving dying convictionsand concernsaboutsin. Souls,after their first awakening,
are apt to lose the senseand impressionof their first concernsaboutsin. But providenceis
vigilant to preventit, anddoeseffectuallypreventit. Sometimegprovidencedirectsthe minister
to somediscourseor passagéehatwill fall aspatasif the caseof sucha personhadbeenstudied
by him, andthe discourse wasesignedo spe& to it. How oftenhavel foundthisin the caseof
manysoulswho haveprofessedhey havestoodamazedo hearthe very thoughtsof their hearts
revealedby the preacherwho knew nothingaboutthem! Sometimegprovidencedirectsthemto
someproperrousingScripturethatsuitstheir presenicase andsometimest permitsthemto fall
into somenew sin which awakensall their former troublesagain and puts a new efficacy and
activity into the conscienceThe world is full of instancesof all thesecases And becausanost
Christianshave experiencd thesethings themselvesit is needlesdo recite themhere.Search
but a few yearsback, and you may rememberthat, accordingto this account(at leastin some
particular$, providenceorderedthe matterwith you. Have you not found somerod or other
preparedoy providenceto rouseyou out of your security?Why, this is socommona thing with
Christiansthatmanytimesthey presagean affliction comingfrom the framesin which they find
theirown hearts.

Secondlyprovidencegivesgreatassistanceo the work of the Spirit uponthe soul by meansof

ordering,supporting,relieving andcheering,to prop up and comfort the soul whenit is over

burdenedand ready to sink in the depthsof troubles.| rememberMr. Bolton gives us one
instancewhich fits boththesecased thereviving of convictions,andseasonablsupportsn the
depthsof troubles.It is abouta personwho by convictionshad beenfetchedfrom his wicked

companionsandenterednto a reformedcourseof life. But afterthis, throughthe enticemenbf

his old companionsthe subtletyof Satanandthe corruptionof his own heart,he againrelapsed
into thewaysof sin. Thenhewasprovidentiallybroughtto view this Scripture,

Pro 1.2426 Because | have called and you refused, | have stretched out my hand and no one
regarded? Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have nomg eebuke ?° | also
will laugh at your calamity; | will mock when your terror comes

This renewedhis trouble indeed it aggravatedt to a greaterheightthaneveri so muchthathe
scarcelythoughthis sin could be pardonegasthe story waselaied But in this condition Luke
17:4' waspresentedo him, which sweetlysettledhim into a sureandgloriouspeace.

Nor canwe hereforgetthat miraculouswork of providencein atime of greatextremity,which
wasworkedfor that good gentlewomarMrs. Honeywood Undera deepandsaddesertionshe
refusedand put off all comfort, seemingto utterly despairof the graceand mercy of God. A
worthy ministerwas with heroneday, andreasoningagainsther desperateonclusionsshetook
a Veniceglassfrom the table and said: fiSir, | am as sureto be damnedasthis glassis to be
brokero, andthrewit forcibly to the ground.But to the astonishmenof both, the glassremained

1 Luk 17.4 And if he sinsagainstyou seven times in a day, and seven times in ardayns to you andsays, d
repentdyou shal forgive him
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whole and sound. he minister, taking up the glasswith admiration,rebukedher presumption
He showedherwhata wonderprovidencehadworkedfor her satisfactionandit greatlyaltered
the attitudeof her mind. iHow unsearchablare his judgmentsand his ways pastfinding out!o
(Rom11:33) fiBehold,thesearepartsof his ways,but how little a portionis heardof him!6 (Job
26:14).

And now let me expostulatea little with your soul, reader.Have you beenduly awareof your
obligation to providencefor this inestimablefavour? O what it has donefor you! There are
variouskinds of merciesconveyedto menby the handof providence but nonelike this; in all

the treasuryof its benefitsnoneis found like this. Did it throw you into the way of conversion,
andorderfor you the meansandoccasiongor it, whenyou little thoughtof any suchthing?How

dearandsweetthe remembrancef it would beto your soul! | think it would astonishand melt
you everytime you refleced on it. Suchmerciesshouldnevergrow staleor look like common
thingsto you, for seriouslyconsideronly thefollowing particulars.

1. How surprising was the mercy which providenceperformedfor you in that day! providence
hada designon you for your eternalgood,which you did not understandT he time of mercyhad
now fully come;thedecreevasnow readyto bring forth thatmercywith which it hadgrownbig
from eternity, andits graciousdesignmustbe executedby the handof providence so far asit
concernedhe externalmeansand instrumentsof it. How aptly did it causeall thingsto fall in
with thatdesign thoughyou did not know the meaningof it? Look overall the beforementioned
examplesandyou will seethe blessedwork of conversionbegunuponthosesouls,whenthey
mindedit no morethan Saulmindeda kingdomthat morninghe went out fito seekhis fatheits
asses (1Sam9:3, 20). Providencemight truly havesaidto you in that day, as Christ said to
Peter:fiwhat | do you do notknow now, but you will know it aftewardo (John13:7). Gods
thoughtsarenot asour thoughts;but asthe heavensarehigherthanthe earth soareHis thoughts
higherthanours,andHis waysthanour ways's? >9Little did Zacchaeushink, whenhe climbed
up into the sycamordreeto seeChristasHe passedhatway, whata designof mercyChristhad
uponhim T who took this occasiornto becone both his Guestand Saviour(Luke 19:5-8). And as
little did someof you think whatthe aim of providencewaswhenyou went (someout of habit,
some otiof curiosity,if notworseends) to hearsucha sermon.O how stupendousirethe ways
of God!

2. What a distinguishingand seasonableénercy was usheredin by providencein that day! It
broughtyou to the meansof salvationin a goodhour, in the very nick of time. Whenthe angel
troubledthe waters,you were broughtto the pool (John5:4). Now the acceptediay hadcome?
the Spirit wasin the ordinanceor providencethatconvertedyou, andyou wereplacedin its way.
It may bethatyou hadheardmanyhundred of sermondefore,but nothingwould stick till now,
becausehe hourhadnotcome.ThelLord, asit were,calledin theword for sucha man,or sucha
woman And providencesaid: fiLord, hereheis, | havebroughthim beforeyou.0 Therewere
many othersunderthat sermonwho receivedno suchmercy. You yourselveshad heardmany
before,but not to that advantage. Ait is said: fAnd manyleperswerein Israelin the time of
Elishathe prophet;andnoneof themwas cleansedexceptNaamarthe Syriard (Luke 4:27). So
thereweremanypoor,unconvertedgoulsbesideyou underthe Word thatday; andit may be that

12Cor 6:2 filn an acceptable time | have heard you, And in theadagalvation | have helped yauBehold, nowis
the accepted time; behold, nasthe day of salvation.
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salvationwassentto noneof themthatday but you. O blessedrovidencethat placedyou in the
way of mercyatthattime!

What a weighty and importantmercy was providentially directedto your soulsthat day. There
aremerciesof all sizesandkindsin the handsof providenceto dispensedo the sonsof men.Its
left handis full of blessingsaswell asits right. It hashealthandriches,honoursandpleasuresas
well as Christ and salvationto dispense.The world is full of its left hand favours; but the
blessingsof its right hand are invaluably precious and there arefew who receivethem. It
performsthousand®f kind officesfor men But amongthemall, thisis the chief oneito leadand
directthemto Christ.For consider,

(1) O all merciesthis comesthroughthe mostandthe greatestlifficulties (Eph1:19-20).

(2) This is a spiritual mercy, excelling all othersin the dignity of its naturei more thangold
excelsthedirt underyourfeet(Rev3:18). Onesuchgift is worth thousand®f othermercies.

(3) Thisis amercyimmediatelyflowing out of the fountainof Gods electinglove, a mercythat
is neverdroppednto anybutanelectvesse(1Thesl:4-5).

(4) This is a mercy that infallibly securessalvation; for as we may argue backvard from
conversiorto election,sowe may argue forwarfitom conversiorto salvation(Heb 6:9).

(5) Lastly, this is an eternalmercy, one which will stick by you when father, mother, wife,
children,estatehonours healthandlife fail you (John4:14)

O, therefore seta specialmark uponthat providencethat placedyou in the way of this mercy. It
has performedfor you what all the ministerson earthand angelsin heavencould neverhave
performed.This is a mercythat putsweightandvalueinto the smallestcircumstancehatrelates
toit.
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Chapter 4 z Our Employment

The fifth performance of providence z Calling.

V. Thus youhave head how instrumentalprovidencehas been in ordering the means and
occasions of the greatest mercies for your souét us now take into considerationother
excellent performanceof providence respectingthe good of both your bodiesand souls It
concernghatemploymentandcalling which providencehasorderedfor you in this world. It not
only hasan eyeon your well-beingin the world to come,but on your well-beingin this world
alsg andthatvery muchdependsipon the stationandvocationto which providencecallsyou.

Now the providenceof Godwith respecto our civil callingsmay be displayedvery takingly in
thefollowing particulars.

1. In directingyouto a calling in your youth,and not permittingyouto live anidle, uselessand
sinful life, asmany do who are but burdensto the earth?! the cystsof the body politic, serving
only to disfigureanddrain it, to eatwhat othersearn.Sin broughtaboutsweat(Gen 3:19), but
now, not to sweatincreasesin. He that lives idly cannotlive honestly asit is plainly enough
intimatedin 1Thes4:11-12:

Aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands,
as we commanded yotf, that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and
thatyou may lack nothing.

But when God puts meninto a lawful calling, in which the labour of their handsor headsis
sufficientfor them,it is a very valuablemercy;for in sodoingthey fieattheir own bread (2Thes
3:12) Many a sadtemptationis happily prevented and they are ordinarily furnishedby it for
works of mercyto others,andsurelyfit is moreblessedo give thanto received”ct 20-35

2. In ordering you to suchcallings and employmentsn the world that are not only lawful in
themselvedut mostsuitableto you Thereare manypersonsemployedin sinful tradesandarts,
merely to furnish other mers lusts. They not only sin in their employmentsput their very
employmentsare sinful. They tradefor hell, and are factor for the devil. Demetriusand the
craftsmenat Ephesugyot their estatesby making shrinesfor Diana (Acts 19:24.25), i.e., little
case®r boxeswith folding leaveswithin which theimageof thatidol satenshrinedThesewere
carriedaboutby the peoplein processionin honourof theiridol. Even talay, how manywicked
artsandemploymentareinvented,andmultitudesof personsaremaintainedoy them,merelyto
gratify the prideandwantonnessf adebauchetiage!

Now to haveanhonestandlawful employmentjn which you do notdishonourGodin benefiing
yourselvesjs no smallmercy.But if it is not only lawful in itself, but suitedto your geniusand

! fruges consumere nétiborn to consume fruits.
2 Factor. a businessman who buys or sells for another in exchange for a comroisg&sonal gain
3 Debauchedunrestrained by convention or motsgli
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strength thereis a doublemercyin it. Somepoor creaturesare engagedn callingsthat eatup
their time and strength,and maketheir lives very uncomfortablefor them. They not only have
consumingandwastingemploymentsn theworld, but theseallow themlittle or no time for their
generalcalling; andyet all this labor merely keers themandtheirsalive. Therefore,if God has
fitted you with anhonestemploymenin which you havelesstoil thanothers,andmoretime for
heavenlyexercisesthenascribethis benefitto the specialcareof providenceor you.

3. In settlingyouin suchan employmenand calling in the world, to whichpossiblyneitheryou
nor your parentsever expeced you would attain. There are amongus such personswho are
signally obliged to divine providenceon this account.God has put them into sucha way as
neitherthey nor their parentsever planned.For look how the needlein the compasgurns now
this way, thenthatway, andneverceasesnovingtill it settlesto the north point; it is just soin
our settlemenin the world. A child is now designedor this, thenfor that, but at last settlesin
that way of employmentto which providencedesignedhim. How strangelythings are wheeled
aboutby providencé Not what we or our parentsdesigned but what God designedshall take
place.Amos was very meanlyemployedat first; but God designedhim for a more honourable
andcomfortablecalling (Amos 7:14-15). David followed the ewes,andprobablyneverraisedhis
thoughtsto higherthingsin the daysof his youth; but God madehim the royal shepherdf a
betterflock (Psa78:7071). Peterand Andrew were employedas fishermen,but Christ called
them from that to a higher calling, to be fifishers of merd (Mat 4:18-19). When Pareu$ was
fourteenyearsold, by the instigationof his stepmothehe wasplacedwith an apothecary but
providencesoworkedthathe wastakenfrom thatandfitted for the ministry, in whichhebecame
afruitful andeminentinstrumentto the Church.JamesAndreas, becausef his fatheits inability
to keep him at school,was intendedto be a carpenter But afterwards,by the persuasiorof
friends and the assistancef the churchflock, he was sentto Stuttgart,and from thereto the
University. And so he attaineda very eminentstationof serviceto the Church.A masterbuilder,
Oecolampadius was designedby his father to be a merchant;but his mother, by urgent
entreaties,prevailedto keep him at school, and this man was a blessedinstrumentin the
reformationof religion. | might easilycite multitudesof suchpersonsbut atastemay suffice.

1 David Pareus(15481622) At age 14, David was sent to study in Hirschberg. His schoolmaster taught him that in
the sacrament, one feeds on Jé8axly onlyspiritually by faith. The schoolmaster was banished from the city.
Davidés father disinheritetlim for adopting his schoolmasfemposition. His schoolmaster paid for him to study
at Heidelberg under Ursinus and Zanchius, where he became Master of the College of Sapience. In 1594, the
Lutherans accused the University professors of false doctrareu®, spokesman for the professors, overcame
the Lutheran arguments. His fame brought students from several countries to hear him. In 1618, Pareus was
chosen to attend the Synod at Diuthe had to excuse himself due to ill health

2 Apothecary a phamacist or druggist.

3 James Andreas(1528 1590)In 1557he went to the diet of Ratisbon wi@hristopher duke of Wirtemberg. He
was appointed one of the secretaries at the conference at Worms between the papists and the divines of the
Augustan confession. The same year he published his first work on th@ Supper. In 1559 he was sent to
Augsburg, where the diet of the empirassheld There he preached two sermons before all the princes of the
Augustan confession, one on justification, the other on theG&aupper; bothvere printed at Tubingen, and
very populari from Chalmer$Biography1812 [vol. 2, p. 196]

4 Johannes Oeolampadius [Hussgen] (14821531) German religious reformer. In 1528 Oecolampadius and
Zwingli took part in the disputation at Bern which led to the adoption of the new faith in that canton, and in the
following year to the discontinuance of the Roman Clatiass at Basel.
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4. In securingyour estatedrom ruin. fiHave you not madea hedgearoundhim, andall that he
has® (Job1:10). This is the enclosureof providence which securedor us by its favour, what
we acquireby way of honestindustry.

5. In makingyour calling sufficientfor you It wasthe prayerof Mosesfor the tribe of Judah:
ALet his handsbe sufficientfor himo (Deut33:7), andit is no smallmercyif yoursaresufficient
for you. Thereare somethat havework, but not the strengthto go throughwith it; othershave
strength but no employmentfor it. Somehavehandsandwork for them but it is not sufficient
for themandtheirs.If God bles®syour labours so asto give you andyoursnecessargupport
andcomfortin theworld by it, thenit is a choiceprovidence andit is to be acknowledged with
all thankfulness

Objection 1 If any who fear God complainthat althoughtheyhavea calling, it is a hard and
laboriousonewhichtakesup too muchof their time, andtheywould gladly beemplowdin other
andbetterwork, | answey
(1) thatit is likely thatthe wisdomof providenceforesawthat this is the mostsuitableand
properemploymentfor you; andthatif you had more easeand rest,you might havemore
temptationghanyou now have.The strengthandtime which is now takenup in your daily
labours,in which you serveGod, might otherwisehavebeenspentuponsuchlustsin which
you mighthaveservedthedevil.
(2) Moreover,it may be that your healthis betterpreservedy it, and naturalrefreshments
are madesweeterto you. fiThe sleepof a labouringmanis sweet,whetherhe eas little or
much:buttheabundancef therich will notallow him to sleew (Ecc5:12).
(3) And asto the serviceof God, if your heartsare spiritual, then you may enjoy much
communionwith God in your employmentsand you have someintervals and respitesfor
thatpurposeDo you not havemoresparehoursthanyou employto thatend?

Objection 2:fiButall mylabourswill scarcelysufficeto procuremeand minethe necessariesf

life. | amkeptshortandlow to whatothersare, andthisis a sadaffliction.o
Thoughthewisdomof providencehasorderedyou a lower andpoorerconditionthanothers,
considethow manytherearethatarelower thanyouin theworld. You havebut alittle of the
world, yet othershaveless.Readthe descriptionof thosepersongJob 30:4, etc.) God has
given you but a small portion of the world, yet if you aregodly, He haspromisedneverto
forsakeyou (Heb 13:5) Providencenasorderedthat conditionfor you which is really best
for your eternalgood. If you had more of the world thanyou have,your headsand hearts
might not be ableto managat to your advantageA smallboatmusthavebut a narrowsail.
You havenot lackedthe necessitie®f life up to now andarecommandediavingfood and
raiment(thoughnoneof thefinest)to betherewithcontentd' "™ 68 fiThelittle thatarighteous
manhasis betterthanthe richesof manywickedd (Psa37:16) it is betterin the acquisition,
sweeteiin thefruition, andmorecomfortablein theaccount.

Well then,if providencehassodisposedall of you thatyou caneatyour own bread,andhasso
advantageouslydirected some of you to employmentsthat afford not only necessitiesfor
yourselvesaandyour families, but a surplusfor works of mercyto others,andall this wasbrought
aboutfor you in a way you did not plan thenlet God be acknowledgecand honouredin this
providence Will you not from now oncall Him: iMy Father,the guideof my youtho (Jer3:4)?
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Surelyit wasthe Lord thatguidedyou to settleasyou did in thosedaysof your youth Youreap
atthis day,andmayto your lastday,thefruits of thoseearly providencsin your youth.

Now seethatyou walk accountabléo the obligationsof providencen this particular. And seeto
it, in the fear of God, that you do not to His dishonor,abuseany of thosethingswhich He has
worked for your comfort To preventthis, | will drop a few necessarycautionshere and
concludethis particularpoint.

Caution 1: Do not be slothful and idle in your vocations.It is said that Augustusbuilt an

Apragapolisa city void of businessbut| amsureGod nevererectedany city, town, or family to

thatend.The commando Adam [to toil by the sweat of his browfcen3:19) no doubtreaches
to all his posterity; ad Gospelcommandsbind it upon Christianst If you are negligent,you

cannotbeinnocent.

Caution2: And yet do not be so intent uponyour particularcallingsasto maketheminterfere
with your generalcalling. Bewareyou do not lose your God in the crowd and hurry of earthly
businessMind that solemnwarning: fiBut those thatwvould be rich fall into temptationand a
snare,andinto many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown menin destructionand perditiord
(1Tim 6:9). Theinhabitantof i n q &dry islandnearAthens,labouredhardto drawwaterfrom
a river to make the islandfruitful. But when the sluiceswere opened,the watersflowed so
abundanththatit overflowedtheislandanddrownedthe inhabitantsThe applicationis obvious.
It wasanexcellentsayingof Senecafil do not give myself, butlendmyselfto business

Caution 3: Always remembertthat the succesf your callings and earthly employmentss by

divine blessingnot humandiligencealone.fiBut you shallremembethe LORD your God; for it

is hethatgives youpowerto get wealthd (Deut 8:18). The devil himself was so orthodoxasto

acknowledgehis: fiHave younot madea hedgearoundhim, and aroundhis house,andaround
all that he hason every side?You haveblessedthe work of his hand® (Job 1:10) Therefore
commendyour affairsto God in prayer.fiDelight yourself alsoin the LORD; and he shall give
you the desiresof your heart. Commityour way unto the LORD; trustalsoin him, andhe shall
bring it to pas® (Psa37:45). And do not meddlewith what you cannotcommendto God in

prayerfor ablessing.

Caution4: Be well-satisfiedin thatstationandemploymenin which providencehasplacedyou,
anddo not evenwish you werein another fiLet everymanabidein the samecalling in which he
wascalled (1Cor7:20). Providencas wiserthanyou, andyou may be confidentit hassuitedall
thingsbetterto your eternalgoodthanyou coulddo if you hadbeenleft to your own option.

1 Rom 12:117Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the LortiThes 4:11 fiAnd thatyou learnto be
quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you
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Chapter 5 z Family Affairs

The sixth performance of providence z Marriage .

VI. Thatprovidencehasa specialhandin our marriageis evidentboth from Scriptureassertions
andthe acknowledgmentef holy men,whoin thatgreateventof their lives havestill ownedand
acknowledgedhe directinghandof providence Takean instanceof both. The Scriptureplainly
assertdhe dominion of providenceover this affair: A prudentwife is from the LORDO (Prov
19:14) AWhoeverfinds a wife finds a good thing, and obtairs favour from the LORDO (Prov
18:22) Sofor children:fiBehold,childrenarea reritageof the LORD; andthe fruit of the womb
is hisreward (Psal27:3)

And it haseverbeenthe practiceof holy mento seekthe Lord for directionand counselwhen
they have beenchangingtheir condition. There is 1 doubtthat Abrahani@s encouragemenn

that casewas the fruit of prayer.His pious servantas wel| who was employedin that affair,

earnestlysought thecounselof God, andalsothankfully acknowledgd His graciousprovidence
in guidingit (Gen24:7,12,26,27).

We may observethe samething in children, the fruit of marriage(1Sam1:20 Luke 1:13-14).
Now the providenceof God maybedisplayedin variouswaysto enga@ our heartsin love to the
Godof our mercies.

(1) Much of providenceis seenin appointingthe partiesfor eachother. In this, the Lord often
goesbeyondour thoughtsandplans Indeed He often hindersmens desiresanddesigngo their
greatadvantagelt is not what they expect,but what His infinite wisdom judgesbestand most
beneficialfor them that takesplace.lIt is from this that probabilitiesare so often dashedand
things that areremote and utterly improbable are brought about in the very strangeand
unaccountablenethodsof providence

(2) Much of providenceis seenin the harmony and agreeablenes®f temperamentsand
dispositionsfrom which a greatpart of the tranquility and comfortsof our lives results.Or at
least,eventhoughnaturaltemperamenand educationdid not harmonizemuchbefore,yet they
do afterthey comeunderthe ordinanceof God: iAnd they shall be onefleshd (Gen2:24). They
areoneg notonly in respecto God institution, but onein respecto love andaffection sothat
thosewho lately were merestrangerdo eachotherso recently are now endearedo a degree
beyondthe nearestelationsin blood: iThereforea manshallleavefatherandmother,andcleave
to hiswife, andtheyshallbeoneflesho (Gen 2.24)

(3) But providenceis especiallyremarkablein makingoneinstrumentalto the eternal good of
the other. iHow do youknow, O wife, whetheryou will saveyour husband?r how do you
know, O man, whetheryou will saveyour wife?0 (1Cor 7:16). From thiscomesthat grave
exhortationto the wives of unbelievinghusbandso win themby their behavior which would be
insteadof anordinanceto them(1Pet3:1).
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Orif bothhusband and wifaregraced thenwhat singularassistancandmutualhelpis gained
by this to further their eternalgood while they live togetherfias heirs togetherof the graceof
lifeo (1Pet3:7). O blessedrovidencethatdirectedtheminto sointimatea relationon earth,who
shallinherittogetherthe commonsalvationof heaven!

(4) How muchof providenceis seenin children, the fruit of marriage! To haveany posterityin

the earth,andnot be left asa dry tree;to havecomfortandjoy in themis a specialprovidence
importing a specialmercyto us. To havefamily breachesepaireds a providenceto bereceived
with athankfulheart. WhenGodsays to aman,ashe speaksn anothercaseto the Church:fiThe
number ofchildrenwhich you will haveafter you havelost the otherswill echoin your ears:
Orheplaceis too smallfor med @saiah49:20)

And theseprovidencs will appeamoreaffectingly sweetandlovely to you if you only compare
God’ allotmentsto you with what He hasallotted to many othersin the world. For just look
aroundandyou will find,

(1) Multitudesare unequallyyoked embitteing their lives; theirrelationsare obstructiors and
hindrancesboth in temporalthings and spiritual. Indeed we find an accountin Scripture of
gracedpersonsa greatpartof whosecomfortin this world hasbeensplit uponthis rock. Abigail
was a discreetand virtuous woman, but unsuitablymatchedto a churlish Nabal (1Sam25:25)
Whata temptationto neglecta known duty prevaileduponthe renownedViosesby Zipporahhis
wife (Exo 4:24-25).! David had his scoffing Michal (2Sam6:20). And patientJobhadno small
additionto all his otherafflictions from the wife of his heart who should havebeena supportto
him in theday of histroubles(Job2:9-10; 19:17)

No doubt God sanctifiessuchrodsto His peoplés good.If Socratesknew how to improve his
affliction in Xanthippein a waythatincreasd his patiencé muchmorewill thosewho converse
with God underall providencs, whethersweetor bitter. Neverthelessit mustbe acknowledged
that this isa sadblow to any person it maimsther working handby makingthemunfit for duty
(1Pet3:7); it alsocutsoff muchof the comfortof life.

(2) Many neverenjoy the comfortablefruits of marriage theyaredeniedthe sightor at leastthe
enjoymentof children! fiThus saysthe LORD: Write this manchildles® (Jer22:30) Or if they
have children, yet cannotenjoy them: fiThoughthey bring up their children,yet | will deprive
themso that thereshall not be a manleftdo (Hosea9:12), they only bearchildrenfor the grave,
andhavetheir expectationsaisedfor a greateraffliction to themselves.

(3) And it is no rare or unusualthing to see children and near relations be the greatest
instrumentsof affliction to their parentsand friends. ® that after all their other sorrowsand
troublesin the world, nearestelationsbring up therearof sorrows andprovegreatergriefsthan
any other.O how manyparentshavecomplainedwith thetreein the fable,thattheir very hearts

1 Exodus 4:2425 And it came to pass on the way, at the encampment, that the LORMozas]and sought to
kill him. 2° Then Zipporah took a sharp stone and cut off the foreskin of her son arntdatadosedfeet, and
said,fiSurely youare a husband of blood to ni!

2 Xenophortis Symposiundescribed her agthe hardest to get along with of all the women thereéare.
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havebeentorn apartby thosewedgesthat were cut out of their own bodies!What a grief Esau
wasto IsaacandRebeccdGen26:3435)! Whatscourge®AbsalomandAmnonwereto David!

Well then,if Godhassetfithe solitaryin familiesd (Psa68:6), built a housefor the desolateand
givenyou comfortablerelationswhich are springsof daily comfortandrefreshmento you, then
on manyaccounts/ou areengagedo walk according tahesegraciousprovidencs. To helpyou
understandvhat decorumand agreeablecomportmentheseprovidence consistof, gatherthe
senseof your duty in thesebrief hints:

(1) Ascribeto Godthe glory of all thoseprovidentialworks which yield you comfort. You seea
wise, directing, governingprovidence which hasdisposedand orderedall things beyondyour
own plansanddesignsfiThe way of manis notin himself;it is notin manthatwalks, to direct
his step® (Jer 10:23) It is not what you planned,but what a higher counselthan yours has
determined that has come to pass.When God madegood Jacolthe father of a family, he
admiredGodin themercyof it. fiFor with my staff0 hesaid Al passedverthis Jordanandnow
| havebecomeawo band® (Gen32:10) And how this mercyhumblesand meltshim! fil am not
worthy of theleastof all the merciesandof all thetruth which you haveshown to your servanto

(2) Be exactin dischargingthe dutiesof thoserelationswhich so graciousa providencehasled

you into. Do not abusethe effectsof so much mercy and love toward you. The Lord expects
praisewhereveryou havecomfort. This aggravatedavidé sin, that he would dareto abuseso

greatalove andmercyasGodhadshownhim in his family relations(2Sam12:7-9).

(3) Improverelationsfor the endthatprovidencedesignedhem.Walk togetherasco-heirsof the
graceof life (1Pete 3.); studyto be mutualblessinggo eachother;sowalk in your relationsthat
the partingday may be sweet.Deathwill shortly breakup the family; andthennothingbut the
senseof duty that wasdischargedor the neglectshat werepardonedwill give comfort.

The seventh performance of providence - Family.

VII. Anothergraciousperformancedf providencefor usis seenin makingprovisionfrom timeto
time for us and our families | put theseprovidencs togetherherebecausd find the Scripture
doesso.fYet he setsthe pooron high, far from affliction, andmakes their familieslike a flocko
(Psal07:41)

You know the promisesGod hasmadeto His people:fiThe younglions lack and suffer hunger;
butthose thaseekthe LORD shallnotlack anygoodthingd (Psa34:10) Haveyou not alsoseen
the constanperformanceof it? Canyou not give the sameanswer jf the samequestionwasput
to you that was put tahe disciples:fiwhen| sentyou without purse,andmoney andshoesdid

you lack anything?And they said,Nothingo (Luke 22:35) Canyou not with Jacobcall him fithe
Godwhich fed meall my lifed? (Gen48:15) Surelyfihe hasgivenfood to thosethatfearhim; he
will everbe mindful of his covenand (Psalll:5)

To displaythis providencewe will consideiit in thefollowing particulars:
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(1) Theassiduity and constancyof the care of providencefor the saints His merciesfiare new
everymorningd (Lam 3:23). It is not just the supply of one or two pressingneeds put all your
wantsasthey grow from day to day throughall your days.fiThe God which fed me all my life

longo (Gen48:15) The careof providenceruns parallelwith the line of life: fiListento me, O
houseof Jacobandall the remnantof the houseof Israelwhich areborneby me from the belly,
which are carriedfrom the womb: evento your old agel am He, andevento hoal hairs| will

carryyou: | havemade,andl will bear,evenl will carry,andl will deliveryouo (Isaiah46:3-4).
As God hid Israelto remembeirfifrom Shittim to Gilgal thatyou may know the righteousnessf
the LORDO (Micah 6:5), sowould | persuadeyou, readerto recordthe waysof providencerom
first to lastthroughoutyour life to this day,thatyou may seewhata GodHe hasbeento you.

(2) Thetimelinessand conveniencef its provisionsfor them for sorunsthe promise:fiwhenthe
poor and needyseekwater,andthereis none,andtheir tonguefails for thirst, | the LORD will
hearthem,| the God of Israelwill notforsakethend (Isaiah41:17) its performancérasbeenso.
This hassometimesdeenmadegoodto distressedaintsin a more ordinary way: God secretly
blesesa little, andmakesit sufficientfor us andours.Jobtells us of fiwhenthe secretof God
wasuponmy tend (Job29:4) i.e., his secretblessingwas in their tents It is for thisreasornthat
they subsist;but they do soin an unaccountablevay. Sometimest breaksforth for their supply
in anextraordinaryway. Soyou find the cruseandthe barreldid notfail (1Kng 17:9-14).2

Mr. SamuelClarke? in the life of that painstakingand humble servantof Christ, John Foxe,
recordsthis memorableinstanceof providence Towardsthe end of King Henry VIl Gs reign,

Foxewentto London,wherehequickly spentwhatlittle his friendshadgivenhim, or thathehad
acquiredby his own diligence and he beganto be in greatneed One day he satin Paubs
Church He wasspentwith long fasting his countenancéhin and his eyeswere hollow in the
ghastlymannerof dying men everyoneshunred a spectacleof somuchhorror. Someonecame
to him whom he had neverseenbefore He thrustan untold sum of moneyinto Foxes hand,
bidding him to be of goodcheerandaccepthatsmallgift in goodpartfrom his countrymanand
thathe shouldmakemuchof himself; for in afew daysnewhopeswould beat hand,anda more
certainconditionof livelihood. Threedaysafter,the duchesof Richmondsentfor him to live in

herhouseandbetutorto the earlof Surreyés children,who werethenunderhercare.

Mr. IsaacAmbrose was worthy divine whoselaboursmadehim acceptable this generationin
his epistleto the Earl of Bedford,prefixedto his Last Things he givesa pregnaninstancen his
own experienceHis wordsarethesefiFor my part,however the Lord hasseencauseto give me
only a poor pittanceof outwardthings,for which | blessHis name;yetin theincomeof it, | have
manytimes observedso much of His peculiarprovidence that they havebeenvery sweetened
thereby and my heart has been raisedto admire His grace. When of late, under a hard
dispensatiopwhich | do notjudgefit to mention,in which | sufferedconscientiouslyall streams
of my usualsuppliesstopped the watersof relief for myself and my family ran low. | wentto

1 Assiduity: great and constant diligence and attention.

21Kgs 17:13-14 And Elijah said to heriiDo not fear; ganddo as you have said, but make me a small cake from it
first, and bringit to me; and afterward malsmmefor yourself and your sorkor thus says the LORD God of
Israel:6The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until théehéaLORD sends rain

on the earth. o
3 Clarkés Lives vol. 1. p. 342.
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bedoverwhelmed with doubtthatthe fountainwould let itself out for our refreshing;but before
| awoke in the morning, a letter wasbroughtto my bedsidewhich wassignedby a goodfriend,
Mr. Antony Ash. It reportedsome unexpectedeleasesof Gods goodnessor my comforto
Theseare someof his lines: iiYour God, who hasgiven you a thankful heartto recordyour
experience®f His goodnesstecallsexperiencesor your encouragemeniNow | will reportone
which will raiseyour spirit towardthe God of your mercieso Upon whichhe sweetlyconcludes:
fOnemorselof Godds provision,especiallywhenit comesunexpectely, anduponprayer,when
wantsaremost,will be moresweetto a spiritual relishthanall [our] formerenjoymentavereo

(3) Thewisdomof providencean our provisions And this is seenin proportioningthe quantityin

our provisiong not satisfyingour extravagantvishes,but answeringour real needs;conferring
our wants,not our wantonnessfiBut my God shall supplyall your need.0 (Php4:19); andthis
hasexactlysuitedthe wishesof the bestandwisestmen,who desiredno morefrom His hand.So
it was withJacob(Gen28:20)andAgur (Prov 30:89). Wise providenceconsidersour condition
aspilgrims andstrangersandsoit allotsthe provisionthatis necessaryor our passagéiome.lt

knows the mischievousnfluence of fullnessand excesson mostmen, eventhoughsanctified,
andhow aptit is to makethem remissand forgetful of God (Deut 6:12)* Their heart,like the
moon,suffersaneclipsewhenit is full; andso providencesuitsandordersall thingsto their best
advantage.

Thewisdomof providences alsogreatlyrevealedn the mannerof dispensingour portionto us.
Many timesit allows our wantsto pinch hard,andmanyfearsto arise,with a designto magnify
the careandlove of God in the supply of them (Deut 8:3). Providenceso ordersthe casethat
faith and prayercomebetweenour wantsandHis supplies. Tie goodnes®f God may be more
magnifiedin our eyesby it.

And now let me beg you to considerthe good hand of providencethat has providedfor and
suitably suppliedyou andyoursall your days,and neverfailed you up to now Labourto walk
suitablyto your experienceof suchmercies.That you may do this, let me pressa few suitable
cautionsuponyou.

1. Bewarethatyou do not forgetthe careandkindnessof providencewhich your eyeshaveseen
in somanyfruits and experienceslt was God chargeagainstisraelfithat they soonforgot his
worksd (Psal06:13) A bad heartanda slippery memorydeprivemen of the comfort of many
mercies anddefraudGod of theglory duefor them.

2. Do not distrustprovidencein future exigencie$ asthey did: fiBehold, he struck the rock so
thatthe watersgushedout, andthe streamsverflowed;canhe give breadalso?Canhe provide
flesh for his people® (Psa78:20) How unreasonabland absurdthesequeriesof unbeliefare
especiallyaftertheir eyeshadseenthe powerof Godin suchextraordinaryworks.

3. Do notmurmurandcomplainundernew constraintsThisis avile temper,andyet how natural
it is for uswhenwantspressharduponus! Ah, if only we rightly undersbod whatthe demeritof
sin is, we would admire the bounty of God, ratherthan complain of the tight-handednessf

! fiBeware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of biondage.
2 A sudden unforeseen crisis.

47



providence And if we only consideed that Godis not obligaed to granjustice or gratitudeto
rewardany of our duties,it would cureour murmurs(Gen32:10)

4. Do not showthe leastdiscontentnentat the lot and portion providencecarvesout for you. O
that you would be well-pleasedand satisfiedwith all its appointments!Say: fiThe lines have
fallen to me in pleasanplaces;indeed | havea goodly heritag® (Psal6:6). Surelythatis best
for youwhich providencenasappointedandonedayyou yourselveswill judgeit to beso.

5. Do not neglectprayerwhen constraintsbefall you. You seeit is providencethat dispenses
everything; you live upon it. Thereforeapply yourselvesto God in times of need. This is
evidentlyincludedin the promise(lsa41:17) aswell asexpressedn the command(Php4:6).2
Remembefsod,andHe will notforgetyou.

6. Do not worry your heartswith sinful cares.fiBehold the fowls of the aird (Mat 6:26), says
Christ; not the fowls at the door thatarefed daily by hand,but thoseof the air thatdo not know
wherethe nextmealis comingfrom; andyet God providesfor them.Remembeour relationto
Christ,andHis engagemently promiseto you. By thesethings work your heartsto be satisfed
andcontentwith all theallotmentsof providence

! Isaiah 41:17iThe poor and needy seek watert there isnone, Their tongues fail for thirst. I, the LORD, will
hear them|, the God of Israel, will not forsake them.

2 Philippians 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests benadeknown to God;

48



Chapter 6 z Preservation of the Saints from Euvil

The eighth performance of providence z Preventive Care

VIIl. The nextgreatadvantageand mercy the saintsreceivefrom the handof providenceis in
their preservationfrom the snaresand temptationsof sin, by its preventve care over them
Providencewardsoff manya deadlystrokeof temptationandmanya mortal thrustwhich Satan
makesat our souls Thisis a truth as manifestasthe light that shines.This is includedin that
promise:God iwill with thetemptationalsomakea way to escapethatyou may be ableto bear
ito (1Cor 10:13) Providencegives an outlet for the souls escapewhen it is shutup in the
dangeroustraitsof temptation.Therearetwo eminentways by which the force and efficacy of
temptationis brokenin believers.Oneis by the operationof internal grace.fiThe flesh lusts
againstthe Spirit, and the Spirit againstthe flesh; so that you cannotdo the things that you
wouldo (Gal 5:17), i.e., sanctificationgivessin a miscarryingwomb after it hasconceivedn the
soul. Theotherway is by the externalworking of providenceandl| intendto speakof this here.

The providenceof God is the greatbarrier and hindranceto a world of sin, which otherwise
would breakforth like anoverflowing flood from our corruptnatureslt preventshe abundance
of sin which otherwisewicked menwould commit. The Sodomitesvere greedily pursuingtheir
lusts; God providentially hindersit by striking them blind (Gen 19:11) Jeroboamintendsto
strike the prophet;providencenterposedandwitheredhis arm (1Kng 13:4). Thusyou see when
wicked men have contrivedand are readyto executetheir wickednessprovidenceclapson its
manaclesisothattheir handscannotperformtheir enterprisé (Job5:12).

And somuchcorruptionremainsin goodmenthattheywould certainlyplungethemselvesinder
much more guilt thanthey do if providencedid not take greatercare of them thanthey do of
themselvesFor though they make conscienceof keepingthemselvesand daily watch their
heartsandways, yet suchis the deceitfulnes®f sin thatif providencedid not lay blocksin their
way, it would entangleanddefile themmorefrequentlythanit does.And it doesthis in several
ways.

(1) Sometimesy stirring up othersto interposewith timely counselswhich effectuallydissuade
themfrom prosecutingan evil design.ThusAbigail meetsDavid in the nick of time to dissuade
him from his evil purposg1Sam25:34)

And | find it recordedason anotheraccountwas notedbefore,of that holy manMr. Dod, that
beinglateatnightin his study,hewasstronglymoved,thoughat anunseasonableour,to visit a
gentlemarof his acquaintancelNot knowing what might be the designof providencein this, he
obeyedand went. When he cameto the house,after a few knockson the door, the gentleman
himself cameto him andaskedhim whetherhe hadany businessvith him. Mr. Dod answered,
No, butthathe couldnotbe quiettill hehadseerhim. O, Sir, repliedthe gentlemanyou aresent
by God at this hourfor just now (andwith thattakesthe halterout of his pocket) | wasgoingto
destroymyself. And thuswasthe mischiefprevented.
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(2) Sometimedy hindering the meansand instrumentsby which the evil itself is prevented.
Thus,whengoodJehoshaphdtadjoined himself with thatwicked King Ahaziahto build ships
at Eziongaberto go to Tarshish,God preventsthe designby breakingthe shipswith a storm
(2Chr20:3537). We alsofind in the life of Mr. Bolton, written by Mr. Bagshawthatwhile he
wasin Oxford he hada familiar acquaintancevith Mr. Anderton who wasa goodscholar,buta
strongpapist Knowing Mr. BoltonGs naturalgifts, andperceivinghe wasin someoutwardneed,
Mr. Andertontook this advantagendusedmanyargumentgo persuaddiim to be reconciledto

the Churchof Rome,andto go overwith him to the Englishseminary He assued Mr. Bolton he

would be furnishedwith all the necessitiesand have gold enough.Mr. Bolton aceptedthe
invitation, being poor at that time in mind and purse A day and place was appointedin

Lancashirewherethey would meetand take shippingand be gone.But Mr. Andertondid not

come,andsoMr. Bolton escapedhesnare.

(3) Sometimesdy laying somestrong affliction! uponthe body, to preventa worseevil. This is

the meaningof: fil will hedgeup your way with thorns) (Hosea2:6). ThusBasiP wasexercised
with a violent headache long time, which he observedvasusedby providenceto preventlust.

Paul had a thorn in the flesh, a messengef Satansentto buffet him; and whateverthis

affliction was it wasordainedo preventpridein him (2Cor12:7)

(4) Sometimesinis preventedn the saintsby the betterinformationof their mindsat the sacred
oraclesof God Thus,whensinful motionsbeganto risein Asaptés mind, from the prosperityof
the wicked andhis own afflicted state,andthey grewto sucha heightthat he beganto think all
he haddonein the way of religion waslittle betterthanlost labour,he was setright again The
temptationdissolvedby going into the sanctuarywhere God showedhim how to take new
measure®f personsand things, to judge them by their endsand issues,not by their present
appearance@dsar3:12,13,17).

(5) And sometimeghe providenceof God preventshe sinsof His peopleby removingthemout
of the way of temptationsy death We may understandhattext in this sensefiTherighteousis
takenaway from the evil to comeyIsaiah57:1), the evil of sin aswell assufferings.Whenthe
Lord seesHis peoplelow-spirited and not able to grapplewith strongtrials and temptations
which aredrawingon, it is a merciful providencefor themto bereleasedy deathandsetout of
harms way.

Now considerandadmirethe providenceof God, O you saints,who hashad more careof your
soulsthanyou everhadof them.If the providenceof God had not workeda way of prevention
for you, it may be that you would havehad so many Magor Missabibs this day (Jer 20:3-4).
How the heartof David was meltedunderthat preventingprovidencementionedbefore (1Sam
25:3234). He blesseghe Lord, the instrumentandthat counselby which his soulwaspreserved
from sin. Justthink seriouslyof afew particularsaboutthis case

1 Some afflictions are punishments; Others are chastisements: and these are both trials of gpaesneatil/es
from sin.

2 Basil of Caesare@'he Greah(330-379 AD), one of the Cappodocian fathers of the eastern Orthodox church.

3 Magor MissabibsTerrors on Every Side (Jer 20:3)
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(1) Think how your corruptnatureshaveoften impetuouslyhurriedyou on towardssin, so that
all theinherentgraceyou hadcould not withstandits force if providencehadnot preventedt in
somesuchway asyou haveheard.fiBut every manis temptedwhen he is drawn away by his
own lust, and enticed (James1:14) You found yourselvesbut feathersin the wind of
temptation.

(2) How nearyou havebeenbroughtto the brink of sin, andyet beensavedby a merciful hand
of providence May you not saywith one,fil wasalmost in all evib (Prov5:14)! andiiMy feet
werealmostgone; my stepshadnearlyslipped (Psa73:2). O merciful providencethat stepped
in soopportunelyto yourrelief!

(3) How manyhavebeenallowedto fall by the handof temptationsto the reproachof religion
andthe woundingof their own consciencesso far that they haveneverrecoveredheir former
peaceagain,butlived in theworld devoidof comfortto their dying day!

(4) How woeful your casewould havebeenif theLord hadnot mercifully savedyou from many
thousand oftemptationghathaveassaultegou! | tell you, you cannotestimatehe merciesyou
possesdy meansof suchprovidencs. Are your namessweef andyour consciencepeacefu]
two merciesas dearto you asyour two eyes?Why surely you owe them, if not wholly yet in
greatmeasureto the aids and assistanceprovidencethat hasgiven you all alongthe way you
havepassedhroughthe dangerousemptingworld to this day.

Walk thereforesuitablyto this obligationof providencealso.

(1) Seethatyouthankfully admitit. Do notimputeyour escape$rom sinto accidentspr to your
ownwatchfulnesor wisdom.

(2) Seealsothatyou do not temptprovidenceon the otherhand,by anirregularrelianceuponits
careover you, without taking all due careof yourselvesfiKeepyourselvesn the love of God
(Jude21), iKeepyour heartwith all diligenced (Prov4:23). Thoughprovidencekees you, yet it
is in theway of your duty.

The ninth performance of providence z Preventing temptations

IX. Thus you seewhat care providencehas had over your soulsin preventingthe spiritual
dangersaandmiseriesthat otherwisewould havebefallenyou in theway of temptations.

In the next passage will showyou thatit hasbeenno lessconcernedaboutyour bodies With
greattendernes# hascarriedthemin its armsthroughinnumerablehazardsand dangersalso®
fiHe thatkees Israelshall neitherslumbernor sleew (Psal21:4) fiHe is the preservenf merd
(Job7:20). To displaythe glory of this providencebeforeyou, let ustakeinto consideratiorthe

lPro514lwas on the verge of total ruiné (NKJ)

2That is, your name or reputation remains untarnished.

3 Providential peventions of bodily dangers, Psal.8. You keep me athe appleof youreyed The eye hafive
tunics to guard it against danget.)(Aranea tunicalike a spide@s web. (2.)Retiformis like a net. (3.)Jveg
like aberry. (4.)Cornea like an horn. (5 Adnata tunicathe cover, or lid of the eyélere is guard upon guard,
resembling the variousays providencéasto securaus from ruin.
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perilsinto which the bestof mensometimedall, andthe waysand meansby which providence
preserveshemin thosedangers.

Therearemanyhazarddgnto which we are often castin this world. The Apostle Paulgivesus a
generalaccountof his dangerq2Cor 11:26) How greata wonderis it thatour life hasnot been
extinguishedn someof thosedangersve havebeenin!

(1) Havenot someof usfallen, andoften,into very dangerousicknesseanddiseasesn which
we haveapproachedo the very brink of the grave(Job33:18,21, 28). Might we nothavesaid
with Hezekiah:fl saidin the cutting off of my days,| shall go to the gatesof the grave:l am
deprivedof theresidueof my year® (Isaiah38:10)? Havewe not oftenhadthe sentencef death
in ourselves®ur bodiesat thattime hadbeenlike aleaky shipin a storm,asoneaptly describes
it,> that hastaken on water on every side till it was readyto sink? Yet God has preserved,
repairedandlaunchedus out againaswell asever.O whatawonderit is thatsucha crazybody?
should be preservedso many years, and survive so many dangers!Surely it is not more
wonderfulto seea Veniceglass$ passfrom handto handin continualusefor forty or fifty years,
andstill remainwhole, notwithstandinghe manyknocksandfalls it hashad.If you enjoy health
or recoverfrom sicknessest is becauséie putsiinoneof thesediseasesiponyou,0 or because
heis fithe LORD thatheak yow (Exo 15:26)

(2) How many deadly dangershas His hand rescuedsome of you from in those years of
confusionandpublic calamity, whenthe swordwasbathedn bloodandmadea horrid slaughter;
when maybeyour lives were madeprey! David madea specialremarkabout it AO GOD the
Lord, the strengthof my salvation:you havecoveredmy headin theday of battled (Psal40:7)

Bezawasin Francein thefirst Civil War, tossedup anddowntherefor twenty-two months. He
recordedsix-hundreddeliverancedrom dangersin that spaceof time, for which he solemnly
gaveGodthanksin his lasttestamentif the sworddid not destroyyou, it wasbecauseésod did

notgive it acommissiorto do so.

(3) Many of you haveseenthe wondersof salvationupon the deepswherethe handof God has
beensignally stretchedout for your rescueand deliveranceThis is elegantlyexpressedn Psa
107:2327, which | haveexpoundedit largeelsewheré You may sayin a literal sensevhatthe
Psalmistsaysmetaphoricallyfif it hadnot beenthe LORD who wason our side,thenthe waters
would haveoverwhelmedus, the streamwould havegoneoverour soub (Psal24:1,4). To see
men that have spentso many yearsuponthe seas$ attainto your years whereyour lives have
continually hungin suspensdeforeyou, and whenyou could neitherbe reckonedamongthe

living nor thedeadi asseamerarenoti O whatcauseyou haveto adoreyour greatPreserver!
Many thousandf your companionshavegonedown, andyet you are hereto praisethe Lord

amongtheliving. You haveborderednearerto eternityall your daysthanothers,andyou have

1 Thomas Goodwin in hidggravation of Sin Against Mercy,30

2 The eye is but a small part of the body, péiysicians reckon no less thé#nirty diseases incident to it. The
leucoma glaucoma lippitudo, xerophthalmia ficus, tithiasis epiphora and in shortthirty of these kinds of
diseases.

3 A glass cup or goblet of rare purity and extreseasitiveness.

4 SeeThe Seamas Companion

5 A large portion of Flavés congregation at Dartmouth would consist of seafaring people
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oftenbeenin eminentperilsuponthe seasSurelytheseandso manysalvationscall aloudto you
for mostthankfulacknowledgments.

(4) To conclude: Watinnumerableéhazardsandaccidentsthe leastof which havecut off others,
God hascarriedus all through!l think | may safely say your privative and positive merciesof
this kind aremorein numberthanthe hairson your heads Many thousand®f thesedangersve
neversaw, nor were we madeparticularly awareof them; but thoughwe did not seethem, our
God did, and He broughtus out of dangerbefore He broughtus into fear. Somehave been
evidentto us, andthosewere so remarkablethat we cannotthink or speakof themto this day,
without our soulsbeingfreshly affectedby thosemercies.

It is recordedof our famous Jewel' that about the beginning of QueenMaryé reign, the
inquisitiontook hold of him in Oxford. He fled to Londonby night; but providentiallylosingthe
road, he escapedhe inquisitors who pursuedhim. However, that night he fell into another
imminenthazardof life; for wanderingup anddownin the snow, he faintedandlay starvingin

theway, pantingandlabouringfor life. At thistime Latimeis servanfoundandsavedhim.

It would be easyto multiply exampleof this kind; historiesaboundwith them.But | think there
arefew of uswho are not abundantlyfurnishedout of our own experienceso| chooseto press
homethe senseof theseprovidencs uponyou, in orderthatyou may makea suitableresponsdo
the God of your merciesfor them,ratherthanadd moreinstanceof this kind. To this purpose
desireyouto seriouslyweighthefollowing particulars.

(1) Considerwhat you owe to providencefor your protection by which your life hasbeen
protractedto this day, with the usefulnessand comfort of it. Look aroundin the world, andyou
may daily seesomein everyplacewho are objectsof pity, bereavedy sadaccidentsof all the
comfortsof life, while in the meantimeprovidencehastenderlypreservedou? fiHe keegs all his
bones,not one of themis brokerd (Psa34:20) Is the elegantand handsomestructureof your
body unspoiled,your membersnot deformedor madethe many seatsof torment,are younot
deprivedof the usefulnes®f any part?Why, this is becauserovidenceneverlet go its hold of
you sinceyou cameout of the womb, but with a watchful eyeandtenderhandhasguardedyou
in everyplace,andkeptyou asits charge.

(2) Considerhow every memberwhich has beenso tenderly kept, has neverthelesdbeenan
instrumentof sin againstthe Lord; andthatnot only in the daysof your unregeneracyyhenyou
yielded fiyour membersasinstrumentsof unrighteousnessnto sind (Rom 6:13), but evensince
you gavethemup in covenanto the Lord asdedicatednstrumentgo His service;andyet how
tenderhasprovidenceébeenoverthem!You haveoften provokedHim to afflict youin everypart,
andlay penalevil uponeverymemberthathasbeeninstrumentain moralevil. But O, how great
His compassionkavebeentowardsyou, andhow wonderfulHis patiencé

1 John Jewel, 1522571, Bishop of Salsbury and author of the famApslogy of the Church of Englan@his
reference is from @rkds Lives, p. 262.

2 The learned Alsted sets himself to enumerate the manifold hazards thvhioghthe life of man is carried on by
the hand of providence, ihheol. Catechep. 191, 192¢ftc. and piously concludes in thesends.fLastly, that
you are wonderfully delivered from numberless evils which continually thregtemfrom every creaturdn all
these, | say, which &know oftimes fall out, and which are of such kiag, we may lay our account to meet
with, we ought taacknowledge and ascribe to te@vidence of God solely.

53



(3) Considerwhatthe aim of providenceis in all the tendercareit hasmanifestedor you Why
doesit protectyou so assiduouslyand allow no evil to befall you?Is it not that you should
employyour bodiesfor God, and cheerfully apply yourselvego that serviceHe hascalledyou
to? Doubtlesghisis theendandgoal of thesemercies;or elseto what purposearethey afforded
you? Your bodiesare a part of Chrisis purchaseaswell asyour souls(1Cor 6:19) They are
committedto the chargeandtutelageof angels(Heb 1:14), who haveperformedmanyservices
for them.They arededicatedby you to the Lord, andthatis on the highestaccountRom12:1)
They havealreadybeenthe subjectsof many merciesin this world (Psa35:10) andthey will
partakeof singularglory andhappinessn the world to come(Php3:21). And will theynotthen
be employedjndeed cheerfullyworn outin His service™ow reasonablé is they shouldbe so!
Why aretheysotenderlypreservedy God,if theymustnot be usedfor God?
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Chapter 7 z The Work of Sanctification

The tenth performance of providence z Mortification .

X. Thereis an eminent favour providencebestowson the saints, which has not yet been
consideredjndeedit is mindedtoo little by us And thatis the aid and assistancdt givesthe
peopleof Godin the greatwork of mortification.

Mortification of our sinful affectionsandpassionss onehalf of our sanctification:ideadindeed
to sin, butaliveto Godd (Rom6:11). It is the greatevidenceof ourinterestin Christ(Rom6:5-9;

Gal 5:24). It is our safetyin the hourof temptation.The corruptionsin theworld arethroughlust
(2Pet1:4). Our instrumentalfitnessfor servicedependsmuchuponit (John15:2 2Tim 2:21).

How greata serviceto our soulsthereforemustthatbe, by which this blessedwvork is carriedon
in them!

Now there are two meansor instrumentsemployedin this work. The Spirit, who effects it

internally (Rom 8:13), and providence which assistsit externally The Spirit indeedis the
principalagent uponwhoseoperationthe succes®f this work dependsAnd dl the providencs

in the world can nevereffect it without Him. But they are secondaryand subordinatemeans
which, by the blessingof the Spirit uponthem,havea greatpartin thework. | will now explain
how theyaresoserviceabldo this endandpurpose

Generally, he mostwise God ordersthe dispensationsf providencen a blessedsubordination
to the work of His Spirit. Thereis a sweetharmonybetweenthem n their distinct workings.
Theyall meetin thatoneblessedssueto which God hasdirectedthemby the counselof His will
(Rom8:28 Eph1:11) Hencethe Spiritis saidto be in thewheelsof providenceandto orderits
motions(Eze 1:20)! andso they move togetherby consentNow one greatpart of the Spiritts
internalwork is to destroysin in the peopleof God Seehow conformableexternalprovidencs
areto His design they aresteerecandorderedn thefollowing particulars.

() Thereis a strongpropensityandinclinationto sinin all theregenerateanda principal partof
the powerof sin lies in thatinclination Paulsadly complainsof this: fiBut | seeanotherdaw in
my memberswarring againstthe law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of
sin which is in my members{Rom 7:23) andeverybelieverdaily finds it to his grief. O, it is
hardto forbearthosethingsthat grieve God. God hasmadea hedgearoundus, and fencedus
againstsin by His laws; but thereis a pronenessn natureto breakover the hedge,andthatis
againstthe very oppositionof the Spirit of Godin us. Now seein this casethe concurrenceand
assistanceof providencefor the preventionof sin. As the Spirit internally resiststhosesinful
inclinations,so providenceexternallylays barsandblocksin our way to hinderand preventsin
(Job33:1719, Hoseaz:6; 2Cor12:7) Manyabodily ailmentis inflicted on this very score to be
an obstructionto preventsin. O bearthem patiently upon this considerationBasil was sorely
grievedwith aninveterateneadachehe earnestlyprayedthatit might beremoved;Godremoved

L Ezekiel 1:20Wherever the spirit wanted to go, they wesgcausehere the spirit went; and the wheels were lifted
together with them, for the spirit of the living creatunessin the wheels.
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it. No soonerwashe freedfrom this obstruction but hefelt the inordinatemotionsof lust which
madehim pray for his headachagain.Soit might be with manyof us, if our obstructiors were
removed

A guestionmay be askedhere,Whetherit is the geniusand propetty of a gracedspirit to forbear
sin becauseof the rod of affliction? Surely he has higher motives and nobler principlesthan
these Thisis theattitudeof a carnalandslavishspirit!

Indeed thisis sowhenthis is the soleor principal restraintfrom sin, whena mandoes noabhor
sin becauseof its intrinsic filth, but only becauseof its troublesomeconsequenceand effects.
But is this vastly different from the caseof the saintsundersanctifiedafflictions? For asthey
havehighermotivesand nobler principles,so they havelower and sensible onetoo; andthese
are,in theirkind andplace,very usefulto them.

Besidesyou mustknow thatafflictions work in anothemway upongracedheartsto restrainthem
from sin, or to warnthemagainstsin, thanthey do uponotherhears. It is not somuchthe smart
of the rod which they feel, asthe token of God3s displeasurewhich frightensand scareshem.
AYou renewyour witnessesagainstme0 (Job 10:17) And this is what principally affectsthem.
AO LORD, rebukeme not in your anger,nor chasterme in your hot displeasure (Psa6:1). fiO
LORD, correctme, but with judgment;not in your anger,lest you bring me to nothingd (Jer
10:24) surelythisis nolow andcommonargumento make

(2) Notwithstandingthis doublefence of Godiss commandand preventiveafflictions, sin is too

hardfor the bestof men;their corruptionscarry themthroughall to sin. And whenit is so, not
only doesthe Spirit work internally, but providencealso works externallyin orderto subdue
them. The ways of sin are not only madebitter to them by the remorseof conscienceput by

thoseafflictive rods uponthe outwardman, with which God alsofollows it; andin both these
respectd find that text expoundedfiwhoeverbreals a hedge,a serpentshall bite himo (Ecc
10:8). If assomeexpoundit, the hedgeis the law of God, thenthe serpentis the remorseof

conscienceandthe sharpteethof affliction which heshallquickly feel if hebelongsto God.

The designand aim of theseafflictive providencs is to purgeand cleansebelieversfrom that
pollution into which temptationshave plungedthem. fiBy this, therefore,the iniquity of Jacob
shallbe purged,andthisis all thefruit of removinghis sind (Isaiah27:9). To the samepurposeis

thatpassagefiBeforel wasafflicted | wentastray;but now havel keptyourwordo (Psall19:67)

Theseafflictions havethe sameuseandendfor our soulsthatfrosty weathemason thoseclothes
thatarelaid out to be bleachedthey alterthe hueandmakethemwhiter, which seemgo be the
allusionin thosewords:And someof those withunderstandinghallfall, so asto testthem,and
to purgethem andto makethemwhiteo (Daniel11:35)

And hereit maybeaskedUponwhataccountare afflictionssaidto purgeawaytheiniquities of
thesaints?Is it notunwarrantableandverydishonourabledo Christ, to attributeto affliction that
whichis the peculiarhonourof His blood?

It is confessedhat the blood of Christ is the only fountain openedfor sin. No afflictions,
howevermany, or strong or continualthey are,canin themselvegpurgeaway the pollution of
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sin. We seethis in wicked menwho are afflicted, and afflicted, and afflicted again andyet are
neverthelessinful. And thetormentsof hell, howeverextreme universalandcontinualthey are,
yettheyshallneverfetchout the stainof onesin.

But it is still true that a sanctifiedaffliction may producesuchblessedeffectsuponthe soul by
the efficacyandvirtue of Christs blood,. Thougha crosswithout a Christneverdid any manany
good,yet thousand$iavebeenindebtedto the crossasit hasworkedfor their goodby virtue of
His death.And thisis the casewith thosesoulsthatthis discourseas concernedibout.

(3) Wefind the bestheartsjf Godbestove any comfortableenjoymentuponthem,aretoo aptto
be overheatedn their affectionstowardsit, andtoo muchtakenup with theseoutwardcomforts.
This alsoshowsthe greatpowerandstrengthof corruptionin the peopleof God, andit mustbe
mortified in themby somemeansor other.

This wasthe caseof Hezekiahwhoseheartwassettoo muchuponhis treasureso thathe could
not hide a vaingloriousdisposition(lsaiah39:2). Likewise, good David (Psa30:7) thoughthis
mountain thatis, his kingdomandthe splendoumandglory of his presentestate hadstoodsofast
thatit shouldneverbe moved.

How the samegoodmansethis heartandaffectionsuponhis beautifulson Absalomappeardy
the doleful lamentatiof David madeat his death,prizing him abovehis own life, which was
worth athousandimesmorethanAbsalom

When God raisedup a gourd for Jonahto shelterhim from the sun, how excessivelyhe was
takenwith it, andhow exceedinglygladhewasof it! (John 4.6)

But will God allow things to lie this way? Shall the creaturepurloin and draw away our

affectionsfrom Him? No, thisis our corruption,andGodwill purgeit. And to thisendHe sends
providenceto strikethosecreature®on which our affectionsareeitherinordinatelyor excessively
set,or elseHe turns theminto rods,andstrikes uswith them.

Is Hezekiahtoo puffed up with his full treasur® Why the sameBabyloniango whomhe boasted
of it, will emptyit andprofit fromit (Isaiah39:6).

Is David hugginghimselfin a fond conceitof the stability of his earthly splendourad.o! How
soonGod becloudst all (Psa30:7) Is Absalomdotedon, andhas hecrepttoo far into his good
fatheiGs heart?This shallbethe sonof his sorrowthatwill seekhis fathes life.

Is Jonahtoo carriedawaywith his gourd?Godwill prepareawormto strikeit (Jonah4:6-7).
How many husbandswives and children has providencestruck for this very reason!lt might

havesparedhemlongerif they hadbeenloved moreregularlyandmoderately This hasblasted
manyanestateandhopefulproject;andit is amerciful dispensatiorior our good.

12Sam 18.33; 2Sam 19.4.
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(4) The strengthof our unmortified corruptionshowsitself in our pride andthe swelling vanity
of our heartswhen we have a hame and esteemamong men. When we are applaudedand
honouredwhenwe areadmiredfor anygift or excellencehatis in us,this drawsout the pride of
theheartandshowsthevanity thatis in it. fAs therefining potis for silver, andthefurnaceis for
gold; sois amanto his praisé® (Prov27:21) i.e., asthefurnacereveat whatdrossis in themetal
whenit is melted,sowill praiseandcommendationsevealwhatis pridein the heartof him that
receiveshem.This madea goodmansay:fiHe that praisesme,woundsme 06 And, whatis more
strange this corruptionmay be felt in the heartevenwhenthe last breathis readyto expire. It
was the saying of one of the Germandivines, when those around him recountedfor his
encouragemerthe manyserviceshe haddonefor God, fiTakeawaythe fire, for thereis still the
chaff of pridein meo To crucify this corruption providencetakesoff the bridle of restraintfrom
ungodlymen,andsometimegpermitsthemto malignthe namesof God servantsasShimeidid
Davidds name! Indeed theywill fall into disesteenramongtheir friends, as Pauldid amongthe
Corinthians. Ad all this is to keepdown the swelling of their spirits at the realizationof those
excellenceghat arein them. The designof theseprovidencs is nothing elsebut to hide pride
from man.Indeed it deserves specialremark,thatwhensomegoodmenhavebeenengagedn
a public and eminentwork, and perhapshave overly soughttheir own applausdn it, God has
withheld His usual assistancet suchtimes from them, and causedthem so to falter in their
work. Sothey havecomeoff with shameand pity at suchtimes, howeverreadyand prepared
they havebeenat othertimes. It would be easyto give variousremarkableexamplego confirm
this observationput | will continue

(5) The corruptionof the heartshowsitself in raising up greatexpectationgor ourselvesrom
the creaturein usi planninganabundancef happinesand contentmenfrom somepromising
andhopefulenjoymentsve havein the world. This we find to havebeenthe caseof holy Jobin
thedaysof his prosperity:fiThenl said,l shalldie in my nest,andl shallmultiply my daysasthe
sana (Job 29:18) But how soonwere all theseexpectationslashedby a gloomy providence
thatbenightechim in the noontideof his prosperity? And all this wasfor his good,to removehis
heartmorefully from creatureexpectationsWe oftenfind the bestmenoverreckonthemselves
in worldly things, and overacttheir confidencesaboutthem. Those thathave greatand well-
groundedexpectationgrom heavenmay havetoo greatand ungroundedexpectationgrom the
earth.But whenit is so, it is usualfor providenceo undermingheir earthlyhopesandconvince
themby experienceénow vain theyare.Thus,in Haggail:9, the peoplds heartswereintently set
upon prosperougprovidencs, full harvestsandgreatincreasewhile in the meantimeno regard
wasgivento the worship of God andthe things of His house;thereforeprovidenceblaststheir
hopesandbringsthemto little.

(6) Corruptionshowsitself in our dependencen creaturecomfortsand tangibleprops.O how
aptthe bestof menareto leanuponthesethings,and keepthemselveson them! The Israeltes
fixed themselve®n Egypt,asafeeblemanwould leanuponhis staff; but God allowedit bothto
fail them and woundthem (Eze 29:6-7). So for individuals, how apt they are to dependupon
their tangiblesupportsIThuswe leanon our relations,andthe inward thoughtsof our heartsare
thatthey will be so many springsof comfortto us, to refreshus throughoutour lives; but God
will show us by His providenceour mistakeand the error in thesethings. Thus a husbandis

12Sam 16.512
2That is, the darkness of night overcame hirthatheight of his prosperity
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struck downto drawthe soul of a wife nearerto Godin dependencen Him (1Tim 5:5). Sofor
children,we areaptto sayof this or that child, asLamechsaid of Noah, iiThis samechild will
comfortusd (Gen5:29), butthewind passe®vertheseflowersandtheyarewithered,to teachus
that our happinesss not boundup in theseenjoymentsSo too for our estatesywhenthe world
smileson us,andwe havea warmnest,how we prophesyof restandpeacean thoseacquisitions,
thinking, with goodBaruch,greatthingsfor ourselves But providenceoverturnsour plansby a
particularor generalcalamity (Jer45:4-5),2 andall this is to turn our heartsfrom the creatureto
God,whois ouronly rest.

(7) Corruptionshowsits strengthin good men by their adherenceo things below, and their
reluctanceto go from here This often proceedsfrom the engagingenjoymentsand pleasant
experiencesve haveherebelow. Providencenortifiesthis inclinationin the saints(1) by killing
thoseensnaringcomfortsbeforehandmakingall or mostof our pleasanthingsdie beforeus. (2)
Or it embittersthis world to us by its troubles (3) By makinglife undesirablehroughthe pains
andinfirmities we feelin thebody, thusloosening our rootfor aneaser fall by thefatal stroke.

Before | passfrom this, | cannothelp but pause,and desireyou to standwith me in holy
amazemenand wonder at the dealingsof God with such poor worms as we are. Surely God
dealsfamiliarly with men; His condescension® His own clay are astonishing All that | will
note at presentaboutit will be underthreeheads| find the matterof my presentmeditations
summedup by the Psalmist:ALORD, whatis man,thatyou adknowledgehim, or the sonof man
thatyou are mindful othim!0 (Psal44:3)

First, in this Scriptureare representedhe immenseand transcendengreatnes®f God, who is
infinitely aboveusandaboveall our thoughtsfiCan you search out the deep things of God? Can
you find out the limits of the Almighty® They arehigher than heavenwhat can you do?
Deeper than Sheol what can you know? Their measurés longer than theearth and broader
than the sea.(Job11:7-9). iThe heavenandheaverof heavensannotcontainhimo (2Chr 2:6).
He is figloriousin holiness fearful in praisesdoingwonder® (Exo 15:11) Whenthe Scripture
speaksof Him comparatively seehow it expresseslis greatnessiiBehold,the nationsareasa
dropin abucket,andarecountedasthe smalldustof the balancebehold,hetakesup theislesas

a very little thing. And Lebanonis not sufficient to burn, nor its beastssufficient for a burnt
offering. All nationsbeforehim areasnothing;andtheyareaccountedo him lessthannothing,
and vanityd (Isaiah 40:1517). When the holiest men have addressedHim, see with what
humility and deepadorationthey have spokenof Him, and to Him! fiWoe is me! For | am
undonebecausé ama manof uncleanlips, andl dwell in the midstof a peopleof uncleanlips;
for my eyeshave seenthe King, the LORD of host® (Isaiah6:5). No, what respectthe very
angelsof heavenrhavefor that glorious Majesty: iEachonehadsix wings; with two he covered
his face,andwith two he coveredhis feet,andwith two he flew. And onecriedto another,and
said:Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts;thewholeearthis full of his gloryo (verse2-3).

1Jer 32.1215

2 Jer 45:4°5 fiThus you shall say to hindThus says the LORDOBehold, what | have built | will break down, and
what | have planted | will pluck up, that is, this whole lah@And do you seek great things for yourself? Do
not seekhem for behold, | will bring adversity on all fledi,says the LORD.
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Secondlyyou havethe basenessjileness andutterunworthinesof man Indeed the holiestand
bestof menbefore God: fiTruly everymanin his beststateis altogethera vapoo (Psa39:5)

AEvery mang taken from wherever you will; andeverymanfin his beststate or fistandingin

his freshestglory,0 is not only fivapord but fialtogethervaporo literally fievery man is but
vaporo For just considerthe bestof menin their extraction in their constitution and in their
outwardcondition

(1) Consider them in theéxtraction fiBy naturethe childrenof wrathevenasothers (Eph2:3).
Thebloodthatrunsin our veinsis asmuchtaintedastheirsin hell.

(2) Considerthem in their constitutionand natural disposition,and it is no better indeed in
many thereis a worse dispositionthan in reprobatesAnd though gracedeposs sin from its
thronein them yet, O whatoffensiveand God-provokingcorruptionsdaily breakout of the best
hearts.

(3) Considerthemin their outwardcondition andfor the mostpartthey areinferior to others.fil
thankyou, O Father,Lord of heavenand earth,because/ou havehiddenthesethingsfrom the
wiseandprudentandhaverevealedhemto babes (Mat 11:25 cf. 1Cor1:26-28).

And now let us considerand marvel that this greatand blessedGod should ever be so much
concernedasyou haveheardHe is in all His providencs, aboutsuchvile, despicablavormsas
we are! He does noteedus, but is perfectly blessedand happyin Himself without us. We can
addnothingto Him: fiCana manbe profitableto God® (Job22:2) No, the holiestof menadd
nothingto Him; yet, seehow greatanaccountHe makesof us.

1. Fordoes noHis eternalelectinglove showthe dearaccountHe madeof us (Eph1:4,5)? How
ancienthow free,andhow astonishings this actof grace!This is thatdesignwhich all
providence arein pursuitof, andwill notresttill theyhaveexecuted.

2. Does nothegift of His only Sonout of His bosomshowthis, that God makesa greataccount
of this vile thing, man?Never was man so magnified before. If David could say: fiwhen |
consideryour heavens,the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars which you have
ordainedwhatis man® (Psa8:3-4), thenhow muchmoremay we say,iWhenwe consideryour
Son, that lay in your bosom, His infinite excellenceand unspeakablelearnesso You, Lord,
whatis man,thatsucha Christshouldbe deliveredto deathfor him! For him, andnot for fallen
angels(Heb2:16), for him whenin a stateof hostility with Godd (Rom5:8).

3. Does notthe constant diligencef His providentialcarefor us showHis esteenof us?fiLest
any hurtit, 1 will keepit nightanddayo (Isaiah27:3). fiHe does notwithdraw his eyesfrom the
righteous (Job.36:7), not evena momentall their days;for if He did, a thousandmischiefsin
thatmomentwould rushin uponthemandruin them.

4. Does notthe tendernessf His providenceshowHis esteenof us?iAs onewhom his mother

comforts, sol will comfortyouo (Isaiah66:13) He comfortsHis own by refreshingprovidencs,
as an indulgentmothercomfortsher tenderchild. fiAs birds flyingo (Isaiah31:5), viz., to their
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nestswhentheir youngarein danger,so He defendsHis. No parentaltendernes the creature
canshadowforth thetenderaffectionof the Creator.

5. Does notthe variety of the fruits of His providenceshow it? Our merciesare finew every
morning (cf. Psa40:5 Lam 3:23). It is a fountain from which streamforth spiritual and
temporal ordinaryandextraordinarypublic andpersonamerciess mercieswithout number.

6. Does notthe ministry of angelsin the providential kingdom show it? fiAre they not all
ministeringspirits sentforth to ministerfor thosewho will beheirsof salvation® (Heb1:14).

7. Does notthe providencewhich this day* calls us to celebratethe memory, show the great
regardGod hasfor His people?O if not,thenwhy werewe not givenup fiaspreyto their teeth®
Alf it hadnot beenthe LORD who wason our sidep thenwicked men,comparedo fire, water,
andwild beastsfiwould haveswallowedus up quickyo (Psal24) O blessedbe God for that
teemingprovidencethat hasalreadybroughtforth morethanseventyyearsliberty and peaceto
the Churchof God. | suggestthat you rememberthis providenceas the Jewsremembertheir
Purim (Esther9:27-28), andrathermore;becausave now seemto be asneardangerby thesame
enemy aswe everhavesincethattime. If sucha mercyasthisis forgotten God may say: il will
deliveryouno mored (Judgesl0:13)

1 Preached Neember 5.
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PART 3.
Chapter 8 z The Duty of Meditation on providence

Having proven that the affairs of the people of God are conductedby the care of special
providence and having given instancesf what influenceprovidencehason thoseinterestsand
concernsof theirs we comenextto proveit is the duty of the peopleof God to meditateupon
theseperformancesf providenceat all times butespeciallyin timesof difficulty andtrouble.

1. Thisis our duty becausesod hasexpresslycommanded, andcalledHis peopleto makethe
most seriousreflectionsupon His works, whetherof mercy or judgment.So when that most
dreadfulof all judgmentsvasexecuteduponHis professingpeoplefor their apostasyrom God,
andGod hadremovedthe symbolsof His presencdrom amongthem,therestarebid to go, that
is, by their meditationsto sendat leasttheir thoughtsto Shiloh,andseewhat God did to it (Jer
7:12). Sofor mercies,God calls usto considerandreview them.fiO my people,remembehow
Balak king of Moab consultedwith Balaam and what Balaamthe son of Beor answerechim
from Shittim to Gilgal; sothatyou may know the righteousnessf the LORDO (Micah 6:5)1 as
if to say,if you do not reflect upon that signal providence then my righteousneswill be
covered,andyour unrighteousneswill be uncoveredSowe arecalledto considerGods works
of providenceconcerninghe creaturesthatwe may prop up our faith by thoseconsiderationgor
ourown suppliegMat 6:28)

2. It is plainthatthisis our duty becauseaneglecing it is condemne@verywheren Scriptureasa
sin. To be carelessand unobservanis very displeasingto God, and so much appeardy that
Scripture:ALORD, whenyour handis lifted up theywill not se@ (Isaiah26:11) No, it is asin
which Godthreatenanddenouncesvoe againstin His Word (Psa28:4,5; Isaiah5:12-13). God
not only threatensbut He strikesmenwith visible judgmentdor this sin (Job34:26-27).

3. And for this end and purpose the Holy Ghost has attachednotes of attention such as
fibeholdo to the narrativesof the worksof providencen Scripture.All theseinvite andcall men
to a due and deep observationof them. For example,in that great and celebratedwork of
providencen deliveringlsraelout of Egyptianbondageyou find a note of attentionattachedo
it twice:

Exo 3:2And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush.

So he looked, andehold the bush was burning with fire, but theshwasnot consumeédl

°fA Now t hleehokl]fthe cryeof the children of Israel has come to Me, and | have also seen

the oppression with which the Egyptians oppres

Again, when that daring enemy Rabshakelthat put Hezekiahand all the peopleinto such
consternationvasdefeatedy providencethereis a noteof attentionprefixedto thatprovidence
fiBehold, | will senda blastupont himo (2Kng 19:7). When God glorifies His wisdom and
powerin deliveringHis peoplefrom their enemiesandensnaringhe latterin the works of their

! fiBlast upomis from the Geneva Bible; the other translationsfispérit in himo The LXX haspneuma
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own hands,a doublenote of attentionis attachedo that doublework of providence fiHiggaion
selald (Psa9:16)! Also at the openingof every seal which containsa remarkableseriesor
branchof providenceattentionis particularlycommandedo everyoneof them:fiComeandsee,
comeand se® (Rev 6:1-7). All theseare uselessand superfluousadditionsin Scriptureif no
suchduty lies uponus (seePsab66:5).

4. Withoutdueobservationof the works of providenceno praisecan berenderedto Godfor any
of them.Praiseandthanksgivingfor merciesdependon this actof obsering them,andcannotbe
performedwithout it. Psalm107 is spentin narratingGod3s providential care of men: to His
peoplein difficulties (verses4-6); to prisonersn their bonds(versesl0-12); to menlanguishing
on their sickbeds(versesl7-19); to seameron the stormyocean(verse23);, to menin times of
famine (verses33-34). Indeed His providences displayedin all thosechangeghatoccurin the
world, debasinghe high, andexaltingthe low (verses40-41)1 and at everyparagraphmenare
calleduponto praiseGod for eachof theseprovidencs. Verse43 showsyou what a necessary
ingredientobservationis to that duty. iWhoeveris wise, and observe thesethings, eventhey
will understandhe lovingkindnesof the LORD.0 Sothatof necessitycod mustbe defraudedf
His praiseif this dutyis neglected.

5. Withoutthis we losethe usefulnessind benefitof all theworksof Godfor usor others,which
would beanunspeakabléossto usindeed Thisis the food our faith lives on in daysof distress:
AiYou brokethe head of leviathanin pieces,andgavehim as foodto the peopleinhabitingthe
wilderness (Psa74:14) i.e., food for their faith. From providencs past saintsarguefor fresh
andnew providencedo come.SoDavid argued iiThe LORD thatdeliveredme out of the paw of
thelion, andthe paw of thebear,will deliverme outof the handof this Philistined (1Sam17:37)
SoPaul:iWho hasdelivered,andin whomalsowe trustthathewill yetdelive® (2Cor1:10) If
theseare forgottenor not consideredthe handsof faith hangdown. fiHow is it thatyou do not
remembernor considerd (Mat 16:9). This is a topic from which the saintshave often drawn
their argumentsn prayerfor new mercies. As whenMosespraysfor continuedor new pardons
for the people,he arguesfrom what was past: fiAs you haveforgiven them from Egypt until
nowo (Num 14:19) sothe Churcharguedor new providencs uponthe samegroundthatMoses
pleadedor newpardongIsaiah51:9-10).

6. It is a vile slighting of God not to observewhat He manifestsof Himselfin His providencs.
Forin all providencs, especiallyin some,He comesnearto us.He doessoin His judgmentsiil

will comenearto you in judgmend (Malachi 3:5). He comesnearin merciesalso:fiThe LORD
is nearto all those that call upon himo (Psa145:18) Indeed He is said to visit us by His
providencewhen He correctsus (Hosea9:7), and when He savesand deliversus (Psal06:4)

Thesevisitationsof God preserveour spirits (Job10:12) And it is a wonderfulcondescensioim

the greatGod to visit us so often, fievery morning and...everymomend (Job 7:18). But not to
noticeit is a vile andbrutishcontemptfor God (Isaiah1:3; Zeph3:2). You would notdo soto a
manfor whomyou haveanyrespectlt is the charactef thewickednotto regardGodss favours
(Isaiah26:10) or His frowns (Jer5:3).

7. In aword, mencan neverorder their addresses$o Godin prayer, suitableto their conditions,
without duly obsering His providence. Your prayersare to be suitableto your conditions

! Haggaionmeangimeditatiom, andselahis a pause to lift up or exalvhich is a meditation
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Sometimeswe arecalledto praise,sometimego humiliation. You areto wait for Him in theway

of His judgments(lsaiah26:8), to prepareto meethim (Zeph2:1, 2; Amos 4:12) Sometimes
your businesss to turn away His angerwhich you seeapproachingand sometimesyou are

calledto praiseHim for the merciesyou havereceived(Isaiah12:1-2); but then you mustfirst

observehem.

Thusyou find the matterof Davidé psalmsstill varied,accordingto the providencs that befell
him. But onewho is unobservanand carelesscanneverdo it. And thusyou havethe grounds
for theduty that has beehriefly presented.
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PART 4.
Chapter 9 z How to Meditate on the providence of God

Nextwe proceedo showin whatmannemwe areto reflecton the performancesf providenceor
us. And certainly, it is not every slight and transientglance, nor every cold, historical, and
unaffeced recollection or recognitionof His providencs towardsyou that pasgswith God as
discharginghis greatduty. No, no, it is anotherkind of work thanwhat mostmenunderstandt
to be. O that we were but acquaintedvith this heavenlyspiritual exercise how sweetit would
make our lives; how light it would make our burdens!Ah, sirs, you live estrangedrom the
pleasureof the Christianlife while you live in theignoranceor neglectof this duty. Now to lead
you up to this heavenly sweet andprofitableexercise] will begyour attentionto the following
directions:

The First Direction.

Labour to get as full and thorougha recognitionas you are able of the providencs of God
concerningyou, fromfirst to last.

O fill your heartswith thoughtsof Him and His ways. If a single act of providenceis so
ravishingandtransportingwhatwould manysuchactsbe, if theywerepresentedogetherto the
view of the soul! If onestaris sobeautifulto behold,how beautifulis a constellationTherefore
let your reflectionson the actsandworkingsof providencefor you befull, both extensivelyand
intensively

(1) Let them be as extensivelyfull as may be. Searchbackwardinto all the performanceof

providencethroughoutyour lives. Asaphdid sa Al will rememberthe works of the LORD:

surely | will rememberyour wondersof old. | will meditatealsoon all your work, andtalk of

your doing® (Psa77:11-12). He labouredto recoverandrevive the ancientprovidencs of Gods
merciesmanyyearspast,andto sucka freshsweetnessut of themby newreviewsof them.Ah,

sirs, let me tell you, thereis not sucha pleasantistory for you to readin all the world asthe
history of your own lives, if you would but sit down andrecordfrom the beginningup to now
what God hasbeento you, and donefor you; what signal manifestationsand outbreaksof His

mercy, faithfulness andlove therehavebeenin all the conditionsyou havepassedhrough. If

your heartsdo not melt beforeyou havegonehalfway throughthat history, they arehardhearts
indeed.AMy Fatheryou arethe guideof my youtho (Jer3:4).

(2) Let your meditationbe as intensivelyfull as may be. Do not let your thoughtsswim like
featherson the surfaceof the waters,but sink like leadto the bottom.iThe works of the LORD
aregreat,soughtout by those whaakepleasuren thend (Psalll2). Not thatl think it feasible
to soundthe depthof providenceby our shortline: iYour way is in the sea,andyour pathin the
greatwaters,andyour footstepsare not knowrod (Psa77:19) But it is our duty to dive asfar as
we can; and to admire the depth when we cannottouch the bottom. It is in our viewing
providencs asit waswith Elijahé servantwhenhe lookedout for rain (1Kng 18:44) he went
out onceandviewedthe heavensandsawnothing,but the prophetbids him go againandagain,
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and look uponthe face of heavenseventimes; and when he had done so, what now, saysthe
prophetO nowo, he says fil seea cloudrising like a marts hand; andthen, keepinghis eye
intently uponit, he seesthe whole face of heavencoveredwith clouds.Soyou may look upon
someprovidencs onceandagain,andseelittle or nothingin them;but look fiseventime, that
is, meditateoftenuponthem,andyouwill seetheirincreasingglory, like thatincreasingcloud.

Thereare variousthingsto be distinctly ponderedand valuedin one single providence before
you canjudgethe amountandworth of it.

First, the seasonablenessf mercy may give it a very greatvalue. Being timed so opportunely
andoccuring justwhenneededmakest athousandfoldnoreconsiderabléo you thanthe same
mercy would have beenat anothertime. Thus when our needsare permittedto grow to an

extrerre, andall visible hopesfail, thento haverelief given wonderfully enhanceshe price of

suchamercy(lsaiah41:1718).

Secondthe peculiar care andkindnessof providenceo usis a consideratiorwhich exceedingly
heightenghe mercyin itself, andendearst to us. Sowhen,in generalcalamitiesuponthe world,
we areexemptedoy the favour of providence coveredunderits wings; whenGod calls to usin
evil days,iCome,my people,enterinto your chambers (Isaiah26:20) whensuchpromisesare
fulfilled to us in times of want or famine (Psa33:1819); when others are abandonedand
exposedo miserywho haveeverybit asmuch, and perhaprore visible securityagainstit, and
yettheyaredelivered umndwe aresaved O how endearingaresuchprovidencs!(Psa91:7-8).

Third, what a providenceintroducesis of specialregardand considerationand by no means
should itbe neglectedThereareleadingprovidencs which, howeverslight andtrivial they may
seemin themselvesyet becausehey usherin a multitude of othermercies,anddraw a blessed
train of happyconsequenceafterthem in this respectheyjustly challengethe first rankamong
providentialfavoursto us. Sucha providencewasthatof Jessé sendingDavid with provisions
to his brothersthat lay encampedn the army (1Sam17:17) And thus every Christian may
furnish himself out of his own stockof experienceijf he will but reflectandconsiderthe place
whereheis, therelationsthathe has,andtheway by which hewasled into them.

Fourth, theinstrumenteemployedby providencefor you are of specialconsiderationthe finger
of God s clearly seenby us whenwe pursuethat meditation.For sometimegyreatmerciesare
conveyedo us by very improbablemeansand more probableonesarelaid aside.A strangelis
stirredup to do for you what your nearrelationsin naturehad no poweror will to do for you.
Jonathana merestrangetto David, clungcloserto him, andwasmorefriendly andusefulto him
thanhis own brothers who despisedandslightedhim. Ministers havefound morekindnessand
respectfrom strangerghanfrom their own peoplethat are more obligedto them. A prophetd
saidChrist, fis not without honour,exceptin his own country,andamonghis own kin, andin his
own hous® (Mark 6:4).

Sometimeselp hascomefrom the handsof enemiesaswell asstrangersiiThe earthhelpedthe

womaro (Rev 12:16).God hasbowedthe heartsof manywicked mento showgreatkindnessto
His people(Acts 28:2).
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Sometimessod makesuseof instrumentdor goodto His people,who intendednothingbut evil
andmischiefto them.ThusJosepls brotherswereinstrumentako his advancemeni thatvery
thing in which theyintendedhis ruin (Gen50:20)

Fifth, the designandscopeof providencemustnot escapeur thoroughconsideratiori whatthe
aim and goal of providenceis. And truly this, of all others,is the mostwarming and melting
considerationYou havethe generalaccountof the aim of all providencs: fAnd we know that
all thingswork togetherfor goodto those whdove God,to themwho arethe calledaccordingto
his purpos® (Rom8:28). A thousandriendly handsare at work for them,to promoteandbring
abouttheir happinessO this is enoughto sweeterthe bitterestprovidenceto us, thatwe know it
will turnto our salvation(Php1:19)

Sixth therespectandrelation providencebearsto our prayersis of singularconsiderationanda
mosttaking and sweetmeditation.Prayerhonoursprovidence and providencehonoursprayer.
Greatnoticeis takenof thisin Scripture(Gen24:45 Daniel9:20, Acts 12:12) You havehadthe
very petitionsyou askedof God. Providencghavebornethe very signaturesof your prayers
uponthem.O how affectingly sweetaresuchmercies!

The Second Direction.

In all your observation®f providencehavespecialrespecto that Word of Godwhichis fulfilled
andmadegoodto youby them.

This is a cleartruth that all providencs are relaied to the written Word. Thus Solomonin his
prayeracknowledgeshatthe promisesandprovidencs of God wentalongstepby stepwith his
fatherDavid all his days;andthatHis hand(put therefor his providencg hadfulfilled whatever
His mouthhadspoken(1Kng 8:24). So Joshuan like manneracknowledgeshat finot onegood
thing has failed of all the goodthings of which the LORD hadspokem (Joshua23:14) He had
carefully observedwhat relation the works of God hadto His Word. He comparedthem, and
foundanexactharmony.And somayyoutoo, if youwill compareghemashedid.

| will insiston this all the morebecausesomeinterpreterssupposet to be the very scopeof the
text. For (asnotedin the explanation)they supply andfill the sensewith fithe thingswhich He
has promisedd and so they readthe text this way fil will cry to God most high; to God that
perforns thethingsHe haspromisedfor med (Psa57:2).

Now, thoughl seeno reasono limit the senseso narrowly; yet it cannotbe deniedthatthisis a
specialpartof its meaningLet usthereforein all our reviewsof providenceconsidemwhatfrom
the Word of God, whetherthreat,caution,counselor promise,is at anytime madegoodto usby
His providencs.

(1) Doing this will greatly confirm to us the truth of the Scripture,when we seeits truth so
manifestin the events.Had Scripture no other seal or attestation,this alone would be an
unanswerableargumentof its divinity when men find in all agesthat the works of God are
workedso exactlyaccordingto this modelthatwe may say:iAs we havereador heard,so have
we seend O how greata confirmationis herebeforeour eyes!
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(2) Again, doing this will abundantlydirect and instruct us in our presentduties under all
providence. We shall know what we have to do, and how to behaveunder all changesof
conditions.You canlearnthe voice anderrandof the rod only from the Word (Psa94:12)which
interpretsthe works of God Providence in themselvesare not a perfect guide. They often
puzzle and entangleour thoughts;but bring them to the Word, and your duty will be quickly
manifestediwhen | thoughhowto understand this, wastoo painful for m&" until | wentinto
the sanctuaryof God; then| understoodheir end (Psa73:17) And not only their end, but his
own duty to bequietin his afflicted condition andnot envytheir prosperity.

Well then,bring thoseprovidence you havepassedhrough(or arenow undej) to the Word, and
you will find yourselvessurroundedvith a marveloudight, andyou will seethe verification of
the Scripturesin them.| will thereforeappealhereto your conscienceswhetheryou havenot
foundtheseeventsof providenceoccurringagreeablyn all respectsvith the Word.

1. TheWord tells you thatit is your wisdomandinterestto keepcloseto its rulesandthe duties
it prescribeslt tells that the way of holinessand obedienceis the wisestway. fiThis is your
wisdon® (Deut4:5-6).

Now, let the eventsof providencesaywhetherthisis trueor not. Certainlyit will appearo beso,
whetherwe regardour presentcomfortor our future happinessboth of which we may daily see
exposedy departurdrom duty, andsecureddy keepingcloseto it. Let the questionbe askedof
the drunkard adultereror profaneswearer whenthey haveruinedbody, soul, estateandname
by sin, whetherit is their wisdomto walk in thoseforbiddenpathsafter their own lusts;whether
theywould not havebetterconsultedheir own interestandcomfortin keepingwithin thebounds
andlimits of God®s commandsTheycanonly confesshatfitheir way is theirfolly. 0 (Psa 49.13)
AWhat fruit,0 saysthe Apostle, idid you havein thosethings of which you are now ashamed?
Forthe endof thosethingsis deattd (Rom6:21). Does nothe providenceof God verify for them
thosewarningswritten in the experienceof all ages?Job31:12 Prov 5:9-10; Prov 23:21,29)
Those whowalk in God statutesescapedll of thosewoesand miseries Look at the ruined
estatesand bodiesyou may seeeverywhere and beholdthat the truth of Scriptureis evidently
madegoodin thosesadprovidencs.

2. The Word tells you that your departureérom the way of integrity and simplicity, to makeuse
of sinful policies,will neverprofit you (1Sam12:21 Prov3:5).

Let the eventsof providencespeakregardingthis also. Ask your own experienceand you will
havea full confirmationof this truth. Did you everleavethe way of simplicity andintegrity, and
usesinful shifts' to bring aboutyour own designsandto prospetin thatway?CertainlyGod has
cursedall the ways of sin; whoevermay find they canthrive with them, God peoplecanrot.
Israelwould notrely uponthe Lord, butwould trustin the shadowof Egypt; andwhatadvantage
did they haveby this sinful policy? (Isaiah30:1-5) David useda greatdeal of sinful policy to
coverhis wicked deed,but did it prospe? (2Sam12:12)It is an excellentobservatiorof Livy,
Consilia callida, prima specie loeta tractata dura, eventu tristi@inful policiesin their first
appearancearepleasantindpromising,in their managementifficult, in their eventsaddo Some

1 A womarts slip; hereaflimsy excuse ocover for wrongdoing.
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have obtainedwealth by sinful ways but that Scripturehasbeenverified in their experience,
fiTreasure®f wickednesgprofit nothingd (Prov 10:2). Either God hasblown a secretcurseon it
sothatit hasdonethemno good,or else He hagiventhemsuchdisquietidein their consciences
thattheyhavebeenforcedto vomit it up befare theycouldfind peacgJob11:1315).

What David gaveasa chargeto Solomonhasbeenfound experentially true by thousandsthat
thetrue way to prosperityis to keepcloseto the rule of the Word (1Chr 22:1213);! andthetrue
reasorwhy mencannotprospeiis that they havéorsakenthatrule (2Chr24:20)?

It is true, if God hasa purposeto destroya man,he may for a time permit him to succeedand
prosperin his sin for his greatethardening(Job12:6). But it is not sowith thosewhomthe Lord
loves.Their sinful shiftsshallneverthrive with them.

3. The Word prohibits your trust and confidencein the creature,eventhe greatestand most
powerful amongcreatureqdPsal46:3) It tells usthatit is betterto trustin the LORD thanin
them (Psal118:8) It forbids our confidencein thosecreatureghat are most nearly allied and
relatedin the bondsof natureto us (Micah 7:5). It curseshe manthatgivesto the creaturethat
reliancewhichis dueGod(Jerl7:5)

Consultthe eventsof providencein this caseandseewhetherthe Word is not verified in it. Did
you everleanuponan Egyptianreed,andnot haveit breakunderyou andpierceyou aswell as
deceiveyou? O, how often hasthis beenevidentin our experienceWhateverwe have over
loved, idolized, and leanedupon, God hasbrokenit from time to time, and madeus seethe
vanity of it; sothatwe find the readiestcoursein orderto be rid of our comforts is to setour
heartsinordinatelyor immoderatelyuponthem.For our God s a jealousGod, andwill not part
with His glory to another.The world is full of examplesof personsdeprivedof their comforts,
husbandswives, children andestats for this reason andby this meansIf Jonahis overjoyedin
his gourd,awormis atoncepreparedo strikeit. Thisis why somanygravesareopenedto bury
of our idols out of our sight. If David says:fiMy mountainshall standstrong,| shall not be
movedo the next news he will hearis of darknessand trouble (Psa30:6-7). O how true and
faithful we find thesesayingsof Godto be! Who cannotput his sealto this andsay:fiYour Word
is trutho (Johnl17:17)?

4. TheWord assuresisthatsinis the causeandinlet of affliction andsorrow,andthatthereis an
inseparableonnectiorbetweernthem.fiBe sureyour sin will find you outd (Num 32:23) thatis,
the sadeffectsandafflictions thatfollow it will find you out.filf his childrenforsakemy law and
do notwalk in my judgments:if they breakmy statutesand do notkeepmy commandments:
thenwill | visit theirtransgressiowith therod, andtheir iniquitieswith stripe® (Psa89:30-32).

1 1Chr 22:12 flOnly may the LORD give you wisdom and understanding, and give you charge concerning Israel,
that you may keep the law of the LORD your GétThen you will prosper, if you take care to fulfill the
statutes and judgmentvith which the LORD charged Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and of good courage;
do not fear nor be dismayed.

2 2Chr 24:20 Thus says Godfiwhy do you transgress the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot
prosper? Because you have forsaken tB&D, He also hafrsaken youw
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Enquirenow at the mouthof providencewhetherthis is indeedso, accordingto the reportsof the
Word. Just askyour own experienceandyou will find thatprovidencehasorderedit just so,all
alongyour way. Whendid you grow into a securevain, carnalframe of mind withoutfinding
somerousing, startling providencehad beersentto awakenyou? When did you wound your
consciencesvith guilt, and God did not wound you for it in one or another of your beloved
enjoymentsNo, thisis soordinarywith God thatfrom the observation®f their own framesand
ways manyChristianshaveforebodedandpresagedroublesat hand.

| do not saythat God neverafflicts His peopleexceptfor their sin; for He maydoiit for their trial
(1Pet4:12). Nor do | saythatGodfollows everysinwith arod; for who thencould standbefore
Him (Psal30:3)? But | do saythatit is GodGs usualway to visit the sinsof His peoplewith rods
of affliction, andthis is donein mercyto their souls.For this reasonthe rod of God wasupon
David in a long successionof troubles upon his kingdom and family, after that great
prevaricationof his (2Sam12:10) And if we carefully searcled out the seedsand principlesof
thosemiseriesunderwhich we or ours groan,we would find they are our own turningsaside
from the Lord (Jer 2:19; 4:18) Have all thesecautionsand warningsof the Word not been
exactlyfulfilled by providencan your own experience®ho canhelpbut seetheinfallible truth
of Godin all that he hasthreatenedAnd the truth of the promisesis no lessevidentto all that
observehow providencemakeshemgoodeverydayto us.

5. For considemwhatgreatsecurityGod hasgivento His peoplein the promisesthatno manwill

lose anythingby self-denialfor His sake.He hastold us, iiTruly, | sayto you: Thereis no man
thathasleft house,or brothers or sisters,or father,or mother,or wife, or children,or lands,for
my sakeand the gospets, that will not receive a hundredfoldnow in this time, houses,and
brothers and sisters,and mothers,and children, and lands,alongwith persecutionsandin the
world to come,eternallifed (Mark 10:29-30).

Thoughthatvile apostateulian' deridedthis promise,yet thousandsindters ofthousand$iave
experiencedt, andto this daytheystandreadyto settheir sealto it. Godhasmadeit goodto His
people,not only in spiritual things, inward joy and peace,but evenin temporalthings also.
Insteadof naturalrelationswho took care of them before, hundredsof Christiansshall stand
readyto assistandhelp them;sothatthoughthey haveleft all for Christ, yet they may saywith
theapostlefiAs havingnothing,andyet possessingll things (2Cor 6:10). O theadmirablecare
and tendernessof providenceover those that have left all for consciencé sake and cast
themselvesiponits immediatecare! Are therenot at this day to be found manyso providedfor,
evento the envy of their enemiesandtheir own admiration2Vho does noseethe faithfulnessof
Godin the promisesthathasbut a heartto trustGodin them!

6. The Word of promiseassuresaus that whateverwantsor straitsthe saintsfall into, their God
will neverleavethemnor forsakethem (Heb 13:5), that He fiwill be with themin troubled (Psa
91:15)

! Flavius Claudius Julianus August(®31-363); last norChristian emperor of Rome. His rejection of Christianity
in favour of Neoplatonic paganisiad tothe church cailhg him Julian the Apostate
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Consultthe variousprovidencs of your life in this point, and| do notdoubtyou will find the
truth of thesepromisesis asoften confirmedasyou havebeenin trouble! Ask your own hearts,
whereor whenwasi it that your God forsook you, and left you to sink and perishunderyour
burdens? do notdoubtthat mostof you havebeenat onetime or otherplungedin difficulties,

difficulties out of which you could seeno way of escapéeyy the eye of reasonjndeed suchas
maybestaggeredour faith in the promise,asDavidds faith wasstaggeredvhenhe said,fil shall
now perishone day by the handof Saub (1Sam27:1). fAll menareliarso (Psall6:11) even
Samuelhimself! And yet notwithstandingall that, we seehim emergeout of that seaof trouble,
andthe promisesveremadegoodin everytittle to him. Doubtlessyou may observethe samen

your own case.Ask your own soulsthe question,andtheywill satisfyit. Did God abandorand
castyou off in the day of trouble?Certainlyyou mustbelie your own experiencef you were to
sayso. It is true, therehavebeensomeplungesanddifficulties you havemetwith, in which (1)

you could seeno way of escapeput concludedyou mustperishin them.(2) Therehavebeen
difficulties that have staggeredyour faith in the promises,and madeyou doubt whetherthe
fountain of all-sufficiencywould let itself out for your relief; (3) Indeed suchdifficulties that
they provokedyou to murmuringandimpatience andtherebyprovokedthe Lord to forsakeyou

in your trouble;yet you seethat He did not. He haseitherstrengthenegour backto bearit, or

lightenedyour burden,or elseopenedan unexpecteaioor of escapeaccordingto promise(1Cor
10:13)1 sothattheevil whichyoufeareddid not comeuponyou.

7. You readthatthe Word of Godis the only supportandrelief to a gracedsoulin the dark day
of affliction (Psal19:50,92, 2Sam23:5), andthatit waswritten for this purposgRom15:4). No
rulesof moralprudenceno naturalremediesanperformfor uswhatthe Word cando.

And is this not a sealedruth attestedo by athousandundeniableexperiences®romthis source
the saintshavefetchedtheir cordialswhenfainting undertherod. Oneword of God cando more
than ten thousandwords of men to relieve a distressedsoul. If providencehas at any time

directedyou to suchpromiseseitherto assureyou thatthe Lord will be with you in trouble(Psa
91:15) or to encourageyou from inward peaceto cheerfullybearoutwardburdengJohn16:33)

or to satisfyyou of Godds tendernesandmoderationin His dealingswith you (Isaiah27:8), or to

inform you that you willreapblessedruits from them(Rom 8:28), or to makeclearyour interest
in GodandHis love underyour afflictions (2Sam7:14)1 thenO whateaseandrelief ensuesand
how light is your burdencomparedvith whatit wasbefore!

8. The Word tells usthatthereis no betterway to improveour estateshanto lay themout with a
cheerfulliberality for God; andthatit will not be to our advantageo withhold our handswhen
Godandduty call usto distribute

Pro 11:2425: There isone who scatters, yet increases more; And thereniswho withholds
more than is right, But lleadsto poverty.?The generous soul will be made rich, And he who
waters will also be watered himself.

Pro 19:17: He who has pity on the poor lends to the LORIid, He will pay back what he has
given.

Isa 32:8 But a generous man devises generous things, And by generosity he shall stand.

L In short, all good things, in every condition of life, are afforded usGby; it will be our duty and interest to
support ourselves in times of distregith the consideration of his providencAlsted. Theol. Catechgt. 192.
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Consultprovidencenow, andyou will find that,in all respectsit is accordingto thereportof the
Word. O how trueis the Scripturetestimonyin this respect!Many thousand of withessesiow
living cansettheir sealsto both partsof this proposition.What mensave(asthey countsaving)
with onehand,providencescattersdoy anotherhand;andwhatthey scatterabroadwith a liberal
handandsingleeyefor God, is surelyrepaidto themor theirs.No maneverlost by distributing
for God. He thatlendsto the poorlendsto the LORD (Act 1.25),0r assomeexpoundthat text,
puts his moneyto interestto the LORD. Somehaveobservechow providencehasdoubledall
theyhavelaid outfor God,in waysthey did notexpect.

9. The Word assuresus that the best expedientfor a man to settle his own interestin the
conscienceandaffectionsof menis to directhis wayssoasto pleasethe Lord (Prov16:7), and
does providenceot confirmit? The threeJewsfoundthis by experienc€Daniel 3:28-29) andso
did Daniel (6:20-22). This keptup Johr&s reputationin the consciencef Herod(Mark 6:20). So
it provedwhen Constantiusnadethat exploratorydecree;thosethat were conscientiousvere
preferred andthosethat changedheir religion wereexpelled! No maneverloses in the endy
his fidelity.

10. The written Word tells us that the bestway to gain inward peaceand tranquillity of mind
underpuzzlinganddisturbingtroublesis to commitourselvesandour caseto thelLord (Psa37:5
7; Prov16:3)

As you havereadin the Word, soyou havefoundit in your own experienceQ whata burdenis
off your shoulderswhenyou haveresignedthe caseto God! Then providenceconcludesyour
affairs comfortablyfor you. Thedifficulty is soonoverwhenthe heartis broughtto this.

Thus you seehow Scripturesare fulfilled by providencein thesefew instanced havegiven.
Comparethemin all othercasesandyou will find the same for all the lines of providencedead
from the Scripture andreturnthereagain,andmostvisibly beginandendthere.

The Fourth Direction 2

In all your reviewsand observationf providence be surethat you eye God as the author or
ordererof themall (Prov 3:6).

1. In all the comfortableprovidencs of your lives, eyeGod asther authoror donor.Remember
He is fithe Fatherof mercie® that begetsevery mercyfor you, fiThe God of all comfor (2Cor
1:3). Without His order, no mercy or comfort can cometo your hands.And do not think it

1 Emperor Constantius was the father of Constantine. Caryl relates that Congtxplasatory decree proclaimed
tha fiall they who would not forsake the worship of the true God should be banished from the court, and should
have heavy penalties and fines | aid upon t hem. Prese
only for ends, went away, forsook ttreie God, and worshipped idols. By this means he found out who were
the true servants of God, and whom he meant to make his own: such as he found faithful to God, he thought
would prove faithful to himd Rev.W. Morley PunshonThe New Handbook of lllusttian, London, 1874, p. 8.

2TheThird Directionis missing in the original text, or perhapsvasmis-numbered by the publisher editor
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enoughto acknowledgeHim in a generalway. Rather whenyou receivemercies,take special
noticeof thefollowing particulars:

(1) Eyethe careof Godfor you. fiHe caresfor youo (1Pet5:7). Your heavenlyFatherknows that
you haveneedof thesethings (Mat 6:32). You havebut to acquaintHim what you need,and
your needsaresupplied.Be anxiousaboutnothing.(Php4:6); do not tortureyourselvesaboutit;
you havea Fatherthatcaresfor you.

(2) Eyethewisdomof Godin the way of dispensingHis merciesto youi how suitablythey are
orderedto your condition, and how seasonably\When one comfort is cut off and removed,
anotheris raisedup in its place Thuslsaacwascomfortedby Rebeccafter his mothefs death
(Gen24:67)

(3) Eyethefreegraceof Godin thent indeed seerichesof gracein everybequesbf comfortto
so vile and unworthy creaturesas you are. Seeyourselvessurpassedy the leastof all your
merciesfil amnotworthy of theleastp saidJacob(Gen32:10)

(4) Eye the condescensionf God to your requestsfor thosemercies(Psa34:6). This is the
sweetesbit in anyenjoymentjn which a mancanconsciouslyrelishthe effectandanswerof his
prayers;andit greatlyinflamesthe souls love toward God (Psal16:1)

(5) Eye the designandend of God in all your comforts.Know thatit is not sentto satisfythe
cravingsof your sensualppetite but to quickenand enablea more cheerfuldischargeof your
duty (Deut28:47)

(6) Eye the way and methodin which your merciesare conveyedto you. They all flow to you
through the blood of Christ and the covenantof grace (1Cor 3:22-23). Mercies derive their
sweetnesfrom the channekhroughwhich theyrunto us.

(7) Eyethedistinguishinggoodnes®f Godin all the comfortableenjoymentf your lives. How
manythousandbetterthanyou aredeniedthesecomforts(Heb 11:37)

(8) Eye them all as comforts appointedto refreshyou in your way to far betterand greater
merciesthan themselvesThe best merciesare reservedtill last, and all theseintrodue even
bettermercies

2. In all the sadandafflictive providencs thatbefall you, eye God asthe authorand ordererof
themalso. So He representddimself to us: fiBehold,| createevil, and devisea deviceagainst
youo (Jer18:11) fils thereevil in the city, andthe LORD hasnot doneit?0 (Amos 3:6).

(1) Setbeforeyou the sovereigntyof God. Eye Him as a Being infinitely superiorto you, at
whosepleasureyou andall you havesubsist(Psall15:3) thisis the mostconclusivereasonand
argumenfor submission(Psa46:10) Forif we, andall we have proceededrom His will, then
how right it is thatwe beresignedo it! It is not manyyearsagosincewe werenot, andwhenit
pleasedHim to bring usuponthe stageof action. We hadno liberty to contractwith Him onthe
termsby whichwe would comeinto the world, or refuseto be, unlesswe might haveour being
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on suchtermsaswe desired.His sovereigntyis gloriously displayedin His eternaldecreesand
temporalprovidencs. He might have put you into whakever rank of creatureHe pleasedHe
might havemadeyou the mostdespicablecreaturesywormsor toads:or, if men,the mostvile,
abject andmiserableamongmen And whenyou hadrunthroughall the miseriesof this life, He
might havedamnedyou to eternity,madeyou miserableforever,andall this without anywrong
to you. And shallnotthis quietusunderthe commonafflictions of this life?

(2) Setthe grace and goodnessof God before you in all afflicting providencs. O seeHim
passingoy you on acloudy anddark day, proclaimingHis name,iiThe LORD, The LORD God,
mercifulandgraciou® (Exo 34:6). Therearetwo sortsof mercieshatareseldomeclipsedby the
darkestaffliction that befallsthe saintsin their temporalconcernsthatis, sparingmercyin this
world, and savingmercyin thatto come.lt is not so badnow asit might be, andwe deserved
that it shouldbe bad; andit will be betterhereafter.The Churchobservedthis, and reasoned
herselfquietby it.

Lam 3:22Throught he L ORDO6S merci es we are not consumed

Has He takensome?He might havetakenall. Are we afflicted? It is a mercy that we are not
destroyedO, if we considemwhattemporalmerciesareyet sparedandwhatspiritualmerciesare
bestowedandstill continuedfor us,we shallfind causeto admiremercy, ratherthancomplainof
severity.

(3) Eye the wisdomof Godin all your afflictions. SeeHis wisdomin the kind of affliction T to

sufferthis kind andnot andher; seethetime? it is now andnot atanotherseasonseethedegree
T it is to this extentonly, andnotto a greaterextent seethe supportghat areofferedyou underit

i you arenot left altogetherhelpless;seethe outcometo which it is ruled overi it is to your

good,andnotyourruin. Lookat thesg andthenaskyour heartthatquestionGod askedof Jonah,
fiAre you right to be angry®(4:9). Surely,whenyou considerall - your needfor theserods,that
your corruptionsrequire all this, and maybe much more, to mortify them; that without the
perishing of theséhings you might haveperishedoreveri thenyou will seegreatreasorto be

guietandwell-satisfiedunderthe handof God.

(4) Setthe faithfulnessof the Lord beforeyou underthe saddesprovidencs. David did so(Psa
119:75) Thisis accordingto His covenanfaithfulness(Psa89:32) For this reasothe Lord will
not withhold a rod when needrequiresit (1Pet1:6). Nor will He forsakeHis peopleunderthe
rodwhenHeinflicts it (2Cor4:9).

O whatquietnesghis will breed!l seemy Godwill notlosemy heart,if arod canpreventit. He
would ratherhearme groanherethanhowl! hereafterHis love is judicious,not fond. He consults
my goodratherthanmy ease.

(5) Eye the all-sufficiencyof Godin the day of affliction. Seeenoughin Him still, whateveris
gone.Hereis the fountainstill asfull asever,thoughthis or that pipe is cut off which usually
conveyed somehing from the fountainto me. O Christians,canyou not makeup any lossthis
way?Canyou not seemorein Godthanin anyor all the creaturecomfortsyou havelost?With
whateyes then doyoulook uponGod?
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(6) Lastly, eyethe immutabilityof God. Look at Him asthe Rock of ages fiThe Fatherof lights,
with whom thereis no variablenessnor shadowof turningd (Jamesl:17). Eye JesusChristas
fithe sameyesterday,today, and foreveio (Heb 13:8) O how quietly will you then behave
yourselvesunder the changesof providencé It may be, two or three days have madea sad
changein your condition. The deathof a dearrelation hasturnedall things upsidedown; that
placeis empty whererecentlyhe wasto be found asit is: finor shall his placeknow him any
mored (Job7:10). Well, Godis whatHe was,andwhereHe was;time will makeno changeupon
Him. fiThe grasswithers, the flower fades; but the word of our God shall standfor evelo (Isaiah
40:6-8). O how composinghoseviews of Godareto our spiritsunderdark providences!

The Fifth Direction

Lastly, work up your heartsto thoseframes,and exercisethoseaffections which the particular
providencs of Godthat concernyou, call for (Ecc7:14).

Just @ therearevariousaffectionsplantedin your souls,so thereare variousgracesplantedin
thoseaffections,andvariousprovidence appointedo drawforth andexercisehesegraces.

1. Whenthe providencs of God are sad and afflictive, either uponthe Churchin general,or
uponyour familiesandpersonsn particular,thenit is time for you to exercisegodly sorrowand
humility of spirit. Forin thatday, andby thoseprovidencs, Godcallsfor it:

Isa 22:12And in that day the Lord GOD of hosts called for weeping and for mourning, For
baldness and for girding with sackcloth.

Mic 7:9 | will bear the indignation of the LORD, Because | have sinned against Him.

Now, sensualpleasureand naturaljoy is out of season:fiShould we then make mirth? (Eze
21:10) If thereis afilial * spirit in us, we cannotbe light andvain whenour Fatheris angry. If

thereis anyreal senseof the evil of sin which provokesGods anger,we mustbe heavyhearted
whenGod strikes usfor it. If thereis any senseandcompassiorfor the miseriesthat sin brings
uponthe world, it will makeus saywith David: Al beheldthe transgressorsand was grieved
(Psal119:158) It is sadto considerthe miseriesthat they pull down upon themselvesn this
world, andin the worldto come.If thereis any carein usto preventutterruin, andto stopGod
in theway of His anger,we know that[godly sorrow and humilityarethemeango doit:

Amo 4:1X1 2 Al  osereeof yol,rAg God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, And you were

|l i ke a firebrand plucked from the burni®ng; Yet
AiTherefore thus wil/l | willdw this to yoy Brepare t@ mdetsyoua e | ; B
God, O Israell!lo

2. Howeversadanddismalthe faceof providences, maintainyour spiritual joy and comfortin
Godunderall of it. iThoughthe fig tree may not blossom,nor fruit be on the vines;thoughthe
labourof the olive may fail, andthe fields yield no food; thoughthe flock may be cut off from
thefold, andno herdbein thestallsi yet| will rejoicein the LORD; | will joy in the God of my
salvatiord (Hab3:17-18).

LFilial 7 family tie; characteristic of a child.
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Therearetwo sortsof comforts those which ar@atural andsensualand those which amdivine
and spiritual. Thereis a time whenit becomesChristiansto exerciseboth (Esther9:22). And
thereis a time whenthe formeris to be suspendednd laid aside(Psal37:2) But thereis no
seasornn which spiritual joy and comfortin God is unseasonabl€lThes5:16, Php4:4). This
spiritual joy or comfortis nothingbut the cheerfulnes®f our heartin God, andthe senseof our
interestin Him and in His promises.And it is surethat no providencecan renderthis joy
unseasonabl® a Christian.

(1) Let us supposea Christianis in the most afflicted and calamitousstatepossible;yet why
should sad providence make him lay asidehis comfortsin God, when that state isut for a
momentandthesecomforts areeternal(2Cor4:17)?

(2) Why shouldwe give up our joy in God on accountof sadexternalprovidencs, whenat the
very worstandlowestebh the saintshaveinfinitely more causeto rejoicethanto be castdown?
Thereis morein oneof their merciesto comfortthem thanthere isin all their troublesto deject
them.All yourlossesarelike thelossof afarthing' to a prince(Rom8:18).

(3) Why shouldthey be sad,aslong astheir God is with themin all their troubles?As Christ
said: ACanthe children of the bride.chambemourn,aslong asthe bridegroomis with them?d
(Mat 9:15). Sosayl: Canthesoulbesadwhile Godis with it? O | think thatonepromise,fil will
bewith him in troubled (Psa91:15)shouldbearyou up underall burdensLet those whdaveno
Godto turnto in trouble bethe ones that aastdown.

(4) Why shouldwe be sadaslong asno outwarddispensatiorof providence howeversad,can
be interpretedas a mark or a sign of Godds hatredor enmity? filOne eventhappengo both the
righteousand wickedd (Ecc 9:2-3). Indeed,if it wasa sign of the Lordé wrath againsta man,
thenit would justify our dejection But this cannotbe sa The Lords heartis full of love, even
while thefaceof providencas full of frowns.

(5) Why shouldwe be castdown undersadprovidencs while we haveso greata securitythat,
evenby the handsof theseprovidencs, God will do usgood? Al thesethingsshall turn to our
salvation(Rom 8:28). By theseGod s only killing your lusts,weaningyour heartsfrom a vain
world, preventingtemptations and exciting your desiresafter heaven.This is all the hurt they
will doyou, andwill thatsadderus?

(6) Why shouldwe give up our joy in God,whenthe changeof our conditionis sonear?t is but
alittle while, andsorrowsshallflee away.You shallneversufferagain:iGodwill wipe awayall
tear® (Rev7:17).

Well then,you canseethatthereis no reasorto give up your joy andcomfortin God on account
of providenceBut if youwould maintainyour joyunderall providencs, thenbe careful

(1) To makesureof your interestin, andtitle to God. Faith may be separatedrom comfort,
butassuranceannot.

L A former British bronze coin worth a quarter of a penny.
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(2) Mortify your inordinateaffectionsfor earthlythings.Thisis whatmakesprovidencs that
depriveus andcrossus so heavly. Mortify your opinionandaffection,andyou will lighten
your affliction. It is strongaffectionthatmakesfor strongaffliction (2Sam18:33.

(3) Dwell on the meditationof the LordGs nearapproachandthenall thesethingswill seem
buttrifles to you. fiLet your moderatiorbe knownto all men.TheLord is athand (Php4:5).

3. Exercise heavenlymindednessand keep your hearts on eternal things under all the
providencs with which the Lord exercisesyou in this world. fiNoah walked with Godd (Gen
6:9), yethemetwith providences assadin his day asany manthateverlived sincehis time. But
alas! We find most providencs stop us, ratherthan stepus, in our walk with God. If we are
under comfortable providencs, our heartsgrow sensual,wanton and worldly! And if sad
providencs befall us, we arecastdown or disturbed!And this comesto passpartly throughthe
narrownessbut mostly throughthe deceitfulnessf our spirits. Our heartsarenarrow, anddo not
know how to managetwo businessesf suchdifferent naturesas earthly and heavenlymatters
are,without detrimentto oneof them.But certainlya frame of spirit thatenable usto continue
in an even and steadycoursewith God is attainable whatevermay befall us. Others have
attainedit; why not us? Prosperougprovidencs, for the mostpart are a dangeroustateto the
soul. The moonnevereclipses unless it isull; yet Jehoshaphét gracesufferedno eclipsefrom
thefullnessof his outwardconditiony hefihadrichesandhonourin abundanceAnd his heartwas
lifted up in thewaysof the LORDO (2Chr17:5-6). Davidés life wasasfull of caresturmoils,and
burdensasmostmenwe readof; yet how spiritual the attitudeof his heartwas as hatexcellent
Book of Psalmsreveals; itwas mostly composedn the midst ofthoseturmoils. The apostles
werethrowninto asgreatnecessitiesand sufferedthings ashardasany meneverdid; yet how
raisedandheavenlytheir spiritswerein the midst of itall! And certainly,if it werenot possible
to maintain heavenlymindednessn such a state and posture of affairs, God would never
exerciseany of His peoplewith suchprovidencs. He would nevergive you so much of the
world to lose your heartsin the love of it, or so little to distractyou with the care of it. If
thereforewe were more deeplysanctified,andthe tendencie®f our heartstoward heavenwere
more ardentandvigorous,andif we were more mortified to earthlythingsand could just keep
our duedistancefrom them,thenour outwardconditionswould not draw forth andexerciseour
inward corruptionsat this rate nor would we hazardthe loss of so sweetan enjoymentas our
fellowshipwith God, for the sakeof any concernour bodiesmayhaveon earth.

4. Underall providencs, maintaina contentecheartwith whatthe Lord allots you, whetherit is
moreor lessof the thingsof this world. This gracemustrun parallelwith all providencs. Learn
howto befull, andhowto sufferwant,andhow © becontentin everystate(Php4:11-12).

All menareconcernedn this duty atall timesandin everystate;not only the peopleof God, but
eventheunregeneratalso.l will thereforeaddressomeconsiderationghat areproperto both.

First asto the unregeneratgeto stoptheir mouthsfrom complainingandfoolishly chargingGod
whenprovidencecrossegshem.Let themseriouslyconsiderthesefour things:
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(1) Thathell andeternaldamnationarether portion their cup accordingto thetenorof law and
Gospelwarnings Whateverthereforeis short of this, is to be admiredas the fruit of Gods
stupendoupatienceandforbearanceéowardthem.Ah, poorsouls!Do you notknow thatyou are
menandwomencondemnedo wrath by the plain sentencef the Law? (Mark 16:16 John3:36,

2Thes1:6, 7) And if so,thensurelythereare other mattersto exerciseyour thoughts,desires,
fears andcaresthanthese.Alas! If you cannotbeara frown from providence a slight crossin

thesethings, how will you bear the everlastingburnings?A man that is to lose his head
tomorrowis notvery concernedboutwhatbedhelies on, or how his tableis furnishedthe night
before.

(2) Considerthat athoughyou arecondemnegbersonsandhaveno promiseto entitleyouto any
mercy, yet there are very many merciesin your possessiorthis day. Be your condition as
afflictive asit will, is life nothing?Especiallyconsiderwhereyou mustsink to whenthatthread
is cut. Are the necessargupportsof life nothing?Does not providenceinisterthesethingsto
you, eventhoughdaily you disobligeit and provokeGod to sendyou to your own place? (Act
1.25) But aboveall, arethe Gospeland preciousmeansof salvationnothingto you by which
you still have thecapacityto escap the damnatiorof hell? O whatwould the damnedsayif they
wereputinto your conditiononcemore! What! And yet you fret againstGod becauseverything
elsedoes nosuityour desires?

(3) Consider,thatif you areeverto berescuedout of that miserableconditionyou arein, such
crossprovidencs astheseof which you complainare the most probablemeansto rescue you
Alas! Prosperityand successre not the way to save but only to destroyyou (Prov 1:32). You
must be boundin fetters and held in cordsof affliction, if your earis everto be openedto
instruction(Job36:8-10). Woeto you if you go on smoothlyin theway in which you aregoing,
andmeetwith no crosses.

(4) Lastly, considerthatall your troublesunderwhich you complain,arepulled down uponyour
headsby your own sins.You turn Gods merciesinto sin, andthenfret againstGod becauséHe
turnsyour sinsinto sorrow.Your waysandyour doingsprocurethesethingsfor you. Therefore
lay your handuponyour mouthandsay,iWhy doesaliving mancomplainaboutthe punishment
of hissins® (Lam 3:39).

But now | mustturn to the Lordé people who havethe leastpretenss of all to be dissatisfied
with any of Gods providencs; andyet they are only too frequentlyfound in that attitude.To
theml will offer the following considerations:

(1) Consideryour spiritual merciesand privilegeswith which the Lord Jesushasinvestedyou,
andcomplainat your providentiallot if you can.Oneof thesemerciesalonehasenoughin it to

sweetenall your troublesin this world. When the apostleconsideredthem, his heartwas so
overwhelmedwvith astonishmentthathe could not, in the midstof all his outwardtroubles keep
from crying out, fBlessedbe the God and Fatherof our Lord JesusChrist, who hasblessedus
with all spiritual blessingé (Eph 1:3). Oh who, seeéng suchan inheritancesettledupon him in

Christ,caneveropenhis mouthagainto complainat his providentiallot!
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(2) Consideryour sins, and that will makeyou contentedwith your lot. Indeed considertwo
thingsin sin: whatit deservegrom God, andwhatit requiresto mortify andpurgeit in you. It
deservegternalruin from God The merit of hell is in the leastvain thought.Every sin forfeits
all themerciesyou have;andif so,wonderthatyour merciesaresomany,ratherthanwondering
that you have no more. Besides,you cannotdoubt but that your corruptionsrequire all the
crosseswants and troublesthat are upon you (and maybea greatdeal more to mortify and
subduethem.Do you notfind, afterall the rodsthathavebeenlaid uponyou, that youstill have
aproudheart,avain andearthlyheart?0 how manybitter potionsarenecessaryo purgeoutthis
toughandmalignantdisease!

(3) Considerthow nearyou areto the changeof your condition.Havebut a little patienceandall
will be aswell with you asyour heartscandesire.lt is no small comfort to the saintsthat this
world is the worst placethatthey shall everbein; thingswill getbettereveryday with them.If
thetravelerhasspentall his money,yetit does notroublehim muchif he knowshe iswithin a
few miles of his own home.If thereareno candlesn the house we do not muchtroubleoverit
whenwe aresureit is almostbreakof day; for thentherewill be no needfor them. This is the
casewith us;fifor now our salvationis nearethanwhenwe first believesd (Rom13:11)

| am donewith the directivepart of this discourse. Bt beforel proceedurther,| judgethatit is
necessaryo leaveafew cautionsto preventthe abuseof providence

First Caution

If providencedelaysthe performanceof any mercyto youthat you havelong waitedand prayed
for, seethatyoudo notdespondor grow wearyof waiting uponGodfor thatreason.

Oftenit pleaseshe Lord to try andexerciseHis peoplethis way, andmakethemcry: fiHow long,
LORD, how long® (Psal3:1-2). Thesedelays,for both spiritual and temporalreasonsare
frequent;and when they befall us we aretoo apt to interpretthem as denials,and fall into a
sinful despondencef mind, eventhoughthereis no causédor it atall:

Psa 31:12| am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; | am like a broken vessel.

Lam 3:8,44Even when | cry and s h%Youhavedeveredautsedf out r
with a cloud, that prayer should not pass through.

It is not alwaysthatthe effects of prayeraredispatchedo usin the samehourthey are askedof
God; yet sometimedt happensso (Isaiah65:24 Daniel 9:23). But thoughthe Lord meansto
performfor usthe mercieswe desire,He will ordinarily exerciseour patienceto wait for them,
andfor thesereasons:

(1) One reason is thatig not the propertime for usto receiveour mercies Now, thetiming of a
mercyis a very greatcircumstancehat addsmuchto the valueof it. God does nojudgeaswe
do; we areall in a hurryand would haveit now (Num 12:13) fiFor the LORD is a God of
judgment:blessedareall those thatvait for himo (Isaiah30:18)

(2) Another reasonis that afflictive providence have notaccomplisied the designupon our
heartsthattheyweresentfor, whenwe aresoearnesandimpatientfor achangedn them andtill
then,therod mustnot be takenoff.
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Isa 10:12 When the Lord has accomplished all his work upon Mount Zion and Jerusalgth,
punish the fruit of the proud heart of the King of Assyaiad his glorious and proud looks.

(3) Again, the more prayersand searchingof heartthat comebetweenour needsandsupplies,
betweenour afflictions andreliefs, the sweeterour reliefs and suppliesare madeto us thereby
fiBehold,thisis our God; we havewaitedfor him, andhewill saveus:thisis the LORD, we have
waitedfor him; we will rejoiceandbe gladin his salvatior (Isaiah25:9) This recompensethe
delay,andit paysusfor all theexpensesf our patience.

But though there are such weighty reasonsfor the stop and delay of refreshingcomfortable
providencs, yet we cannotbearit; our handshangdown and we faint. il am weary of my
crying: my throatis dried: my eyesfail while | wait for my Godd (Psa69:3) For alas!we judge
by senseandappearanceandwe do not considerthat Gods heartmay be for us while the hand
of His providenceseemdo be againstus. If thingscontinueastheyare,we think our prayersare
lost and our hopeshave perishedfrom the LORD (Lam 3.18).When things grow worse and
worse andour darknessandtroubleincreaseasthey usuallydo just beforethe breakof day and
the changeof our condition,thenwe concludethat Godis angrywith our prayers.SeeGideorés
reply.
Judges 6:135i deon said to Hi m, A0 my | o
C

happened to us? And wheaee a | Hi s miracles whi
t he LORD bring s up from Egypt?606
i

rd, i f t he
I h our father
u B ustintonthe w t h e
hands of the Midianites. 0

This evenstaggeredose®faith:

Exodus 52250 Moses returned to the LORD and said,
this people? Whys it You have sent me? For since | came to Pharaoh to speak in Yame,
he has done evil to this peopl e; nor have You

O whatgroundlesgealousiesand suspicionsaboutGod arefound at suchtimesin the heartsof
His own children!

Job 9:1617 If | called and He answered me, | would not believe that He was listening to
my voice.!’” For He crushes me with a tempest, and multiplies my wounds without cause.

Psa 77:7Will the Lord cast off forever? And will He be favorable no motd®as His
mercy ceased forever? Hadis promise failed forevermore?Has God forgotten to be
gracious? Has He in anger shut up His tender mercies?

But this is our greatevil; andto preventit in futuretrials, | offer afew properconsiderationsn
thecase.

First, the delay of your merciesis really for your advantageYou read,iandthereforewill the
LORD wait thathe may be gracious (Isaiah30:18) Whatis that?Why, it is nothingelsebutthe
time of His preparatiorof merciesfor you, andthe preparation ofour heartsfor mercy,sothat
you may haveit with the greatestdvantagef comfort. The foolish child would pluck the apple
while it is green;but when it is ripe, it dropsof its own accordandit is more pleasantand
wholesome.
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Secondlyit is agreatemercyto havea heartwilling to refereverythingto God andto beat His
disposal thanto immediatelyenjoy the mercywe aremosteagerandimpatientfor. In that, God
pleases/ou; butin this, you pleaseGod. A mercy may be givento you asthe fruit of common
providence but such an attitude of heartis the fruit of specialgrace.The extentto which
glorifying God s betterthanthe satisfactionand pleasureof the creaturejs the extent to which
this frameof heart isbetterthansucha fruition.

Thirdly, expectedmerciesare nevernearerthanwhenthe heartsand hopesof God peopleare
lowest. It was soin their deliveranceout of Egypt and Babylon (Eze 37:11) And 0 we have
foundit in our own personakoncernsiiAt eveningtime it shallbelighto (Zech14:7) Whenwe
look for increasingdarknesslight arises.

Fourthly, our unfitnessfor merciess thereasorwhy theyaredelayedsolong. We block the way
of merciesandthencomplainthatthey arenaot hastemedto us.iBehold,the LORD& handis not
soshortenedhatit cannotsave:noris his earsodull thatit cannothear:but your iniquities have
separatedyou and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not
heab (Isaiah59:1-2).

Fifthly, considerthat the merciesyou wait for arethe fruits of puregrace.You do not deserve
them,nor canyou claim themuponanytitle of deseving; andthereforeyou havereasorto wait
for themin a patientandthankfulframe.

Lastly, considerhow manymillions of men asgoodasyou by nature arecut off from all hope
andexpectatiorof mercyforever,andthereremainsfor themnothingbut fia fearful expectation
of wratho This might havebeenyour case;andthereforedo not havean impatientspirit under
theexpectation®f mercy.

Second Caution

Do not pry too curiously into the secretsof providence nor allow your shallow reasonto
arrogantlyjudgeand censurdts designs.

Therearehardtextsin theworksaswell asin the Word of God. It becomesisto modestlyand
humbly reverenceghem? but not to dogmatizetoo boldly andpositively uponthem.A manmay
easily get a strain by overreaching.iwhen | thoughtto know this,0 said Asaph,fit was too
painful for med (Psa73:16) Al thoughtto know thiso - therewasthe arrogantattemptof reason,
therehe priedinto the secretof providence fibut it wastoo wonderfulfor mep it wasfiuseless
labourp asCalvin expoundst. He pried sofar into that puzzlingmysteryof the afflictions of the
righteous andthe prosperityof thewicked, thatit producedenvytowardsthemanddespondency
in himself (Psa73:3,13); andthis wasall he got by summoningprovidenceto the bar of reason.
Holy Jobwasguilty of this evil, andhe wadrankly ashameaf it (Job42:3).

1 Here the scripture has set bounds to our curiosity, which no man aaughtrto transgress; neither is it for man to
call God to account (gudge ofGod). Hence it is that G@sljudgments are called unsearchatiiat the human
mind may not weary and itoitself in vain, and not without thgreatest danger, in searching out God.
Cameroris Proelectp. 112.
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| know thereis nothingin the Word or in the works of Godthatis repugnanto soundreasonjput
therearesomethingsin both, which are oppositeto carnalreasonaswell asaboveright reason
And thereforeour reasomevershowsitself moreunreasonabléhanin summoninghosethings
to its barwhich transcendts sphereandcapacity.Many arethe mischiefswhich ensueuponthis
practice:

1. By thiswe aredrawninto an unworthy suspicionanddistrustof the faithfulnessof Godin the
promises.Sarahlaughedat the tidings of the son of promise,becauseeasoncontradictedand
told herit wasnaturallyimpossible(Gen18:1314).

2. From thiscomesdespondencyf mind and faintnessof heartunder afflictive providencs.
Reasoncandiscernno good fruits in them, nor deliverancefrom them; and so our handshang
downin asinful discouragemengayingthatall thesethingsareagainstus (1Sam27:1).

3. From thisflow temptationgo deliverourselvedy indirectandsinful meanglsaiah30:1516).
When our own reasonfills us with a distrustof providence it naturally promptsus to sinful
expedientsandthereit leavesusentangledn the snaref our own making.

Beware therefore thatyou do notleantoo muchon your own reasoninggandunderstandings.
Nothingis moreplausible nothingmoredangerous.
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PART 5.
Chapter 10 z The Advantages of Meditating on Providence

Having given directionfor the due managementf this greatand importantduty, what remains
now is to setour heartsto it, andmakeit the constantwork of everydaythroughoutour lives. O

what peace what pleasurewhat stability, what holy courageand confidencewould resultfrom

such an observationof providenceas has beenrecommendedBut alas we may say with

referenceo the voicesof divine providenceasit is written: fiFor God speals once,eventwice,

yet mandoes notperceie ito (Job 33:14) Many a time providencehas spokeninstructionin

duty, convictionfor iniquity, encouragemeninderdespondencyhut we do not regardit. How

greatlyarewe all lackingin our duty andcomfort by this neglect!lt will be necessaryherefore
to spreadbefore you the lovelinessand excellenceof walking with God in a due and daily

observatiorof His providencs, sothatour soulsmaybefully engagedo it.

First Motive

First let me offer this as a moving argumentto all gracedsoulsthat by this meansyou may
maintain sweetand consciouscommuniorwith God from day to day. And whatis therein this
world moredesirablethanthat! fiFor you, LORD, havemademe glad throughyour work: | will
triumphin the works of your hand® (Psa92:4). Your heartsmay be assweetlyrefreshedy the
works of Gods handsas by the wordsof his mouth.Psalm104is all spentin the consideration
of the works of providencewhich sofilled the Psalmists heartthat, by way of ejaculation,he
expressetheeffectof it: iMy meditationof him shallbe sweeb (verse34).

Communionwith God, properlyandstrictly taken,consistsn two things Gods manifestatiorof

Himself to the soul,andthe soults responsgto God. This is that koinonia(fellowship) we have
herewith God.Now God manifestsHimself to His peopleby providence aswell asordinances;
nor is thereanygracein a sanctifiedsoul hiddenfrom the graciousinfluencesof His providential
manifestationsSometimegshe Lord manifestsHis displeasureand angeragainstthe sins of His

peoplein correctingandrebukingprovidencs. His rodshavea chiding voice: fiHeartherod, and
who hasappointedto (Micah 6:9). This manifestatiorof God angerkindly meltsandthawsa

gracedsoul, and producesa doublesweeteffect uponit, namely,repentancdor sins past,and
duecautionagainsffuturesins.

It thawsandmeltsthe heartfor sinscommitted.Thus Davidds heartwas meltedfor his sin when
thehandof Godwasheavyuponhim in affliction (Psa 32.46).

Psalm 32:45 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was turned into the
drought of summer. Sel&l acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity | have not hidden. |
sai d, Al wi || confess my transgresaimosms to t he

Thusthe captiveChurch,on which fell the saddesand mostdismal providencethat everbefell
any of God peoplein any ageof the world, seehow their heartsare brokenfor sin underthis
severaebuke.
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Lam 2:17-19 The LORD has done what He purposed; He has fulfilled His word Which He
commanded in days of old. He has thrown down and has not pitied, And He has caused an enemy
to rejoice over you; He has exalted the horn of your adverséti€beir heart cried outotthe

Lord, Ao wall of the daughter of Zion, Let t
yourself no relief; Give your eyes no restii Ar i s e, cry out in the night
watches; Pour out your heart like water before the fadbkeoLord. Lift your hands toward Him

For the Ilife of your young children, Who faint

And thenit producescautionagainstsin for the time to come.lt is plain that the rebukesof
providencdeavethis effectupongracedhearts.

Ezra9:1314A And after all that has come upon us for
You our God have punished us less than our iniquiieserve and have given usuch
deliverance as thid/fi s h o u | d rea Yoarg@mmandrbents, and join in marriage with the
peoplecommittingthese abominations? Would You not be angry with us until You had consumed

us so thathere would b&o remnant or survivor?

Psalm 85:8I will hear what God the LORD will speak, ForeHwill speak peace To His people
and to His saints; But let them not turn back to folly.

SometimesGod cheersand comforts the hearts of His people with smiling and reviving
providencs, both public andpersonal Therearetimesof lifting up aswell ascastingdown' by
the handof providence The scenechangesandthe aspectof providenceare very cheerfuland
encouragingtheir winter seemgo be over. They put off their garmentsof mourningandthen,
ah, what sweetresponsesare madeto heavenby gracedsouls! (Psalm 30:1112) DoesGod lift

themup by prosperity?Then they will alsolift uptheir Godby praises

Psalm 18versesl-3 <To the Chief MusicianA Psalmof David the servant of the LORD, who
spoke to the LORD the words of this song on the day that the LORD delivered him from the hand
of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. And he saitiwill love You, O LORD, my
strength.? The LORD is my rock ath my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in
whom | will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghbldwill call upon the
LORD, who is worthyto be praised; So shall | be saved from my enemies.

Mosesandthe peoplewith him, when God haddeliveredthemfrom Pharaoh(Exo 15) exaled
Him in a songof thanksgivingwhich, for the eleganceandspirituality of it, is an emblemof the
doxologiesgivento Godin glory by the saints.

Revelation 15:3They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, sayingiGreat and marvelouse Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true
are Your ways, O King of the sairltso

Onthewhole,in our communiorwith Godin anyof His ordinanceswhatevereffectis produce
in our hearts we may observe that those same effects ¥allow whenconversingwith Him in
His providencs.

11Sam 2.7.
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1. It is usuallythe experienceof all the saintsthatin whateverordinanceor duty they haveany
consciouscommunionwith God, it naturally producesin their spirits a deepabasemenand
humiliation from the senseof divine condescensioto suchvile poor worms as we are. Thus
Abrahamsaid fil ambutdustandasheé (Gen18:27) The sameeffectfollows our converseawith
Godin His providencs. ThuswhenGodhadprosperedlacohbin theway of His providencehow
helays himselfatthefeetof God,asa manoverwhelmedwvith the senseof mercy!(Gen 32:10)

Al am not worthy of the leastof all the mercies,andof all the truth which you haveshownyour
servantfor with my staff| passeaverthis Jordanandnow | havebecomewo bandso

It wasalso this waywith David (2Sam 7:18)
AWhoaml, O Lord GOD, andwhatis my housethatyou havebroughtmeto her&o

And | do notdoubtthat someof you havefound the sameframe of heartuponyou, thatthese
holy men expressedhere Canyou not remembemwhen God lifted you up by providence how
you castdown yourselvesbefore Him* and have beenmore vile in your own eyesthan ever!
Why, all gracedheartsdo this Whatam |, thatthe Lord shoulddo thusandthusfor me! O that
eversogreatandholy a Godshouldthusbe concernedor sovile andsinful aworm!

2. Doescommunionwith God in His ordinancesmelt the heartinto love to God (Song2:3-5)?
Why, so doesthe observatiorof His providence. No maneverconversd with Gods works of
providencerightly, who did not find thahis heartsometimesneltedinto love to the God of his
merciesWhenGod haddeliveredDavid from the handof Saulandall his enemiesPavid said,
fil will love you, O LORD my strengtld (Psal8:1comparedwith thetitle).? Everymanlovesthe
merciesof God buta saintlovesthe Godof his mercies The merciesof God,astheyarethefuel
of a wicked marts lusts, so they are fuel to maintaina good marts love to God; not that their
love for God is groundedupon theseexternalbenefits.fiNot yours but you, O Lord,0® is the
motto of agracedsoul. Yetthesethingsserveto blow ontheflameof love to Godin their hearts,
andtheyfind it so.

3. Doescommunionwith God setthe keenesiedgeuponthe soul againstsin? You seeit does,
andyou havea greatinstanceof it in Moses,whenhe hadbeenwith Godin the mountfor forty

daysandenjoyedcommunionwith Him there Whenhe camedown andsawthe calf the people
had made,seewhat a holy paroxysmof zeal and angerit threw his soul into (Exo 32:1920).

Why, you may discernthe sameeffectfollows the saint®conversevith Godin His providencs.
What piercedthe heart of David with such a deepsenseof the evil of his sin which is so
abundantlymanifestedn Psalm51?Why, if you look at thetitle, you shallfind it wasthe effect
of what Nathanhadlaid beforehim; andif you consult2Sam12:7-10, you will find it wasthe
goodnes®f God manifestedo him in the severalendearingorovidencs of his life which, in this
sin, he had so evilly requitedthe Lord for. It wasthe realizationof this that broke his heartto
pieces.And | do notdoubtthat someof us havesometimedound similar effectsby comparing
God wayswith our own.

1Luk 5.8

2 Psalm 18:1title: To the Chief MusicianA Psalmof David the servant of the LORD, who spoke to the LORD the
words of thissong on the day that the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand
of Saul And he saidfil will love you, O LORD my strength

32Cor 12.14 applied to God.
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4. Doescommunionwith the Lord enlargethe heartfor obedienceandservice?Surelyit is like

oil appliedto the wheelswhich makesthemrun freely and nimbly in their course.Thuswhen
Isaiahhadobtaineda specialmanifestatiorof God,andthe Lord askedfiwhomshalll send® he
presentsa readysoul for employment fiHeream I; sendmeo (Isaiah6:8). Why, the very same
effect follows sanctified providencs, as you may seein Jehoshaphaf2Chr 17:5-6)! and in

David (Psal16:12)?> O whena soul considersvhat God hasdonefor him, he cannothelp but
say,fiWhatshalll answe? How shalll respond tdheseengagements?

And thus you see what sweet communiona soul may have with God in the way of His
providencs. O thatyou would walk this waywith Him! How muchof heavermight befoundon
earththis way! And certainlythe Lord will neverregretthat He hasdoneyou good, whenHis
merciesproducesucheffectsuponyour hearts.He will say of everyfavour thusimproved,fi tl
waswell-bestowedand! will rejoiceoveryouto doyougood for eveo (Deut 28.63)

Second Motive

A great part of the pleasureand delight of the Christian life is madeout of the observationsf
providence fiThe works of the LORD are great, ponderedby all those who takeleasurein
thend (Psalll:2) Thatis, the studyof providenceis so sweetand pleasanthatit invites and
alluresthe soulto searchanddive into it. How pleasanis it to a well-temperedsoul to behold
andobserve.

1. Observethe sweetharmonyandconsenof divine attributesin theissuesof providencé They
may seemsometimedo jar and clash,to part with eachotherand go contraryways; but they
only seemso to do; for they alwayswind up meetng and embraing eachother.iMercy and
truth are met together:righteousnessnd peacehave kissedeachothelo (Psa85:10) This is
spokenwith animmediatereferenceto that signal providenceof Israets deliveranceout of the
Babylonan captivity, and the sweeteffects of it. The truth and righteousnes®f God in the
promises,as it were, kissed and embracd the mercy and peacethat was containedin thar
performanceafterthey hadseemedor seventyyearsto be at a greatdistancefrom eachother. It
is an allusionto the usualdemonstratiorof joy andgladnesghattwo dearfriendsusually give
andreceiveafter a long absenceandseparatiorfrom eachother;they no soonemeetthanthey
smile,embraceandkiss eachother.lt is that wayhere.The Hebrewword may berenderedihave
metusd® andthatis alsotrue; for whenevertheseblessedoromisesand performancesneetand
kiss eachother,they are alsojoyfully embracedandkissedby believingsouls.| have nodoubt
this is anindirectreferencan this Scriptureto the Messiahalso,andto our redemptiorby Him.
It is in Him thatthesedivine attributeswhich beforeseemedo clashandcontradictoneanother
in the businessof our salvation, have a sweet agreementand accomplishmentTruth and
righteousnesé Him meetwith mercy and peacein a blessedagreementWhat a lovely sight
thisis, andhow pleasanto behold!O, if we would only standuponour watchtowerHab 2:3) to
take due observation®f providence what rare prospectsve might have! Luther understand#

1 2Chr 17:5 Therefore the LORD established the kingdom in his handalinilidah gave presents to Jehoshaphat,
and he had riches and honor in abundaféad his heart took delight in the ways of the LORD; moreover he
removed the high placesid wooden images from Judah.

2 Psalm 116:12What shall | render to the LOREor all His benefits toward me?

3 Occurrunt nobisSyriac.
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